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Welcome to this month’s edi- 
tion of Aussies Abroad. With 
the transfer window open in 
January, an amazing number of 
transfers. Several are certainly 
relevant to our World Cup 
squad, while others are position- 
ing some players perfectly for 
the 2015 Asian Cup. 

Much of that movement has 
been across the Asian leagues 
that are just starting to kick off 
the 2014 season. Not as much 
football in Europe due to the 
winter recess, but our Aussies 
continue in the English leagues. 
Club competitions were in recess 
in Europe, but Aussies featured 
in South America and Asia. 


Intriguing set of 
transfers in January. Hong Kong 
and Malaysia have both seen a big 
influx of Aussies. Many Aussies in 
China have returned to the Hyun- 
dai A League. Players like Good, 
Nicholls, Valeri and Sainsbury will 
be hoping for first team football at 
their new clubs that will ultimately 
earn them a ticket to Brazil. 


Dario Al Saad (22 Mar 1991) - 
transferred to B&I Svebolle, Den- 
mark 

Mitch Austin (3 Apr 1991) - loan 
to Lincoln City, England 

Michael Baird (/ Aug 1983) - 
transferred from Universitatea 
Craiova to PSM Makassar, Indo- 
nesia 

Emre Balei (5 Apr 1987) -trans- 
ferred to Inegolspor, Turkey 
Andrew Barisic (22 Mar 1986) - 
transferred to South China, Hong 
Kong 

Dean Bouzanis (2 Oct 1991) - 
transferred from Aris to Carlisle 
United, England 

Oscar Brooks (6 Sep 1990) - 
transferred to Vyzas FC, Greece 
Kerem Bulut (2 Mar 1992) - loan 
return to Akhisar Belediyespor, 
Turkey 

Daniel Collins (/5 Jun 1995) 
- transferred to Bala Town FC, 
Wales 

Albert Edward (/9 Nov 1991) - 
transferred from Des Moines Me- 
nance to Colorado Rapids, USA 
Sam Gallagher (5 May 1991) - 
transferred from IF Birkebeineren 
to Hanoi T&T, Vietnam 

Antony Golece (29 May 1990) - 
transferred to Liaoning Whomin, 
China 

Zack Gomez (3 Oct 1998) - trans- 
ferred to Malaga CF, Spain 

Curtis Good (23 Mar 1993) - loan 
from Newcastle to Dundee United, 
Scotland 

Richard Greer (16 Apr 1990) 
- transferred to Kaya FC, Philip- 
pines 

Mark Griffin (J6 Jun 1991) - 
transferred from Derry City to 
Dundalk, Ireland 

Adam Griffiths (21 Aug 1979) - 
transferred from Selangor to Ke- 
dah, Malaysia 

Brendan Hamill (/8 Sep 1992) 
- loan return to Seongham Ihwa, 
Korea 

Steve Hayes (1 Feb 1985) - trans- 
ferred from South Coast Wolves to 
Hong Kong Rangers, Hong Kong 
Marko Jesic (7 Aug 1989) - trans- 


Jedinak lifts Palace, Carney lands at Jets 


Mile Jedinak 


ferred to Sun Pegasus, Hong Kong 
Aleksander Jovanovic (4 Aug 
1989) - transferred from Suwon 
City to Jeju United, Korea 
Michael Lloyd-Green (24 Mar 
1986) - transferred to CD Atletico 
Rafal, Spain 

Dylan Macallister (7 May 1982) 
- transferred to Eastern AA, Hong 
Kong 

Theo Markelis (24 Jun 1992) - 
transferred to Hercules CF, Spain 
Daniel McBreen (23 Apr 1977) - 
transferred from CC Mariners to 
Shanghai SIPG, China 

Mitch Nicholls (1 May 1989) - 
transferred to Cerezo Osaka, Ja- 
pan 

Tolgey Ozbey (J2 Apr 1986) - 
transferred from Mohammedan to 
Dempo SC, India 

Tom Rogic (16 Dec 1992) - loan to 
Melbourne Victory 

Michael Rutherford (J Mar 1990) 
- transferred to Amicale, Vanuatu 
Trent Sainsbury (5 Jan 1992) - 
transferred from CC Mariners to 
PEC Zwolle, Netherlands 

Giannis Simosis (3 Mar 1991) - 
transferred from Wacker Burghaus- 
en to Anagennisi Karditsa, Greece 
George Slefendorfas (7 Jan 1983) 
- transferred to WaiBOP, New Zea- 
land 

Roko Strika (12 Feb 1994) - trans- 
ferred from NK Maksimir to Velika 
Gorica, Croatia 

Tommy Taylor (/3 Feb 199/) 
- transferred to Kaya FC, Philip- 
pines 

Nikolas Tsattalios (1 Mar 1990) - 
transferred to Kampaniakos Chala- 
stra, Greece 

Sebastian Usai (28 Feb 1990) - 
transferred from AFC United to 
Cowdenbeath, Scotland 

Carl Valeri (14 Aug 1984) - trans- 
ferred from Sassuolo to Ternana, 
Italy 


Eddy Bosnar (Guangzhou R&F) - 
transferred to Central Coast Mari- 
ners 

David Carney (New York Red 
Bulls) - transferred to Newcastle 
Jets 

Jordan Elsey (Kitchee) - loan re- 
turn to Adelaide United 


Chris Gomes (Persepam 
leased, whereabouts unknown 
Joel Griffiths (Qingdao Jonoon) - 
transferred to Newcastle Jets 
Rostyn Griffiths (Guangzhou 
R&F) - transferred to Perth Glory 
Ryan Griffiths (Beijing Baxy) - 
transferred to Adelaide United 
Steven Lustica (Hajduk Split) - 
transferred to Brisbane Roar 
Michael Marrone (Shanghai 
Shenxin) - transferred to Adelaide 
United 

Daniel Mullen (Dalian Aerbin) 
- transferred to Western Sydney 
Wanderers 


- re- 


Eoghan Murphy (Sheffield 
Wednesday) - transferred to Olym- 
pic FC, NSW 


Lenox Tweneboa (Yadanarbon 
FC) - transferred to St.George FC, 
NSW 


the Aussie 
standout is a one horse race with 
Mile Jedinak leading the way at 
Crystal Palace. As expected, his 
team are involved in a relegation 
scrap and Mile is certainly up for 
the challenge. He has yet to miss 
a minute of club football in the 24 
games this season. No other league 
appearances during the month but 
Brad Smith is knocking at the door 
at Liverpool, while keepers Brad 
Jones and Mark Schwarzer played 
Cup games and sat on the bench 
during league games. 


not the 
greatest month for our Aussies at 
this level. Scott McDonald is out 
of favour at Millwall after seeking 
a move back to Scotland. Shane 
Lowry was starting to make some- 
thing of a fairly unproductive 
season but received another red 
card which will test the manag- 
ers patience. Rhys Williams was 
also starting to play well until his 
World Cup dreams again appear ro 
have been dashed, this time by an 
achilles injury. A little surprised 
goalkeeper Adam Federici (Read- 
ing) hasn’t moved to find first team 
football. 


hopefully 
Ange has checked into our League 


One players. Bailey Wright (Pres- 
ton North End) and Massimo Luon- 
go (Swindon Town) were already 
on the watchlist, but Neil Kilkenny 
(Preston North End) and Bradden 
Inman (Crewe) have both put heir 
cases forward with strong months. 


with Robbie 
Kruse suffering a season ending 
ACL injury, our only other Aussie 
in a match day squad is Mitch 
Langerak. His opportunities at 
Bayer Leverkusen have been few 
and far between, but he is clearly 
happy to bide his time. 


both Tom- 
my Oar and Adam Sarota are start- 
ing each week for Utrecht. Prom- 
ising news for our national team. 
Jason Davidson is having his best 
season as a pro. As strange as this 
may seem, we suddenly have sev- 
eral left backs that we can call on 
for the World Cup, with no clear 
winners yet. 


Carl Valeri has started 
his club career at Ternana with two 
appearances as a substitute, he will 
be looking to force his way into the 
starting eleven quickly. 


with over 2000 
minutes in his 24 starts for Hearts, 
Dylan McGowan is coming out 
of his Socceroo brother’s shadow. 
Jackson Irvine has extended his 
loan deal at Kilmarnock, just re- 
ward for a solid few months. 


Apostolis 
Giannou (Panionios Athens) has 
now played more minutes this sea- 
son than any other year while play- 
ing in Greece. 


Billy 
Konstantinidis (Panserraikos) con- 
tinues on his scoring spree, while 
Nik Tsattalios is well established at 
Kampaniakos Chalastra. 


winger Robert 
Stambolziev continues his solid 
season, now having played over a 
1000 minutes. 


— both Brett Holman 
(Al Nasr) and Alex Brosque (Al 


ge 
ow 


David Carney 


Ain) have had good month’s in the 
league. Scoring goals and play- 
ing good minutes. Perfect timing 
with Ange due to check in on them 
shortly. 


the 
new season has just commenced 
with Andrew Barisic (South China), 
Dylan Macallister (Eastern AA) 
and Marko Jesic (Sun Pegasus) all 
making their debuts. 


similar 
story here former A League play- 
ers Spase Dilevski (ATM FA), Ma- 
rio Karlovic (Terengganu FA) and 
Steve Pantelidis (Selangor FA) all 
debuting. 


a bit of a chang- 
ing of the guard at Kaya FC with 
Mitchell Davidson and Scott Bagin- 
ski both released, two be replaced 
by another two Aussies in Richard 
Greer and Tommy Taylor. Both de- 
buted in January. Jesse Martindale 
remains at Green Archers United. 


shattering is the only 
way of describing the long term 
injuries suffered by Robbie Kruse 
(knee) and then Rhys Williams 
(achilles). Both would have been 
pencilled into the starting 11 in 
Brazil. Misfortune creates oppor- 
tunity though as we watch others 
put their hands up. Chris Herd was 
been out for over a month with his 
hamstring problems, James Mer- 
edith (Bradford City) suffered a 
broken foot on New Year’s Day and 
Mustafa Amini (Dortmund) is also 
in the medical room. Cheekbone 
injuries to Shane Cansdell-Sheriff 
and James Wesolowski during the 
month, but they are both back on 
the park now. 


no fix- 
tures in January 
— no fixtures 
in January 


- Richard Porta 
started Nacional’s away tie that 
they lost 1-0 


21“/o 


By Damian Davies 


several 
Aussies played in the first qualify- 
ing games with James Meyer play- 
ing for Pune and Sam Gallagher 
starting and scoring for Hanoi 
T&T. Andrew Barisic also start- 
ed and scored a double for South 
China (HK) as they advanced in 
extra time. 


A bit interupted this month with 
numerous games postponed due 
to bad weather along with the U22 
AFC Championships where several 
of our younger players represented 
Australia. Chris Ikonomidis scored 
twice in his most recent appearance 
for Lazio Primavera, as is training 
with the senior squad. A mention 
to Connor Thurston who got to 
the Cup squad for Blackpool after 
strong appearances at youth level. 
Hyuga Tanner is starting to ap- 
pear more regularly for Blackburn 
U18’s. While Ryan Go is a regular 
starter for the A2 Feyenoord youth 
team. 


with 
the next Socceroos fixture in early 
March, many players are making 
a strong case. What we do now 
know is that Kruse and Rhys Wil- 
liams are almost certainly out of 
contention. While Lucas Neill is 
fast running out of time to find a 
club and get match fit. A replace- 
ment for Kruse may be Vidosic, 
Kewell or Leckie depending on 
the role to be played. The list of 
auditioning centre-backs includes 
Spiranovic, McGowan, Sainsbury, 
Wilkinson and Wright. 


— in looking at playing 
performances for full Socceroos 
during January, the pickings were 
thin. The one exception being Mile 
Jedinak who continues his fine 
form in arguably the best league in 
the world. 

Sept — Cahill, Oct - Vidosic, Nov - 
Ryan, Dec - Jedinak 


- a player that seems 
to have been around forever after 
he represented both Australia and 
more recently Greece at junior 
level. This season he has moved 
clubs again, but Apostolis (Paul) 
Giannou finally seems to be settled 
and is seeing good minutes in a de- 
cent league. 

Sept - Wilkinson, Oct - Konstan- 
tinidis, Nov - Luongo, Dec - Mr- 
cela 


— by making a debut for 
none other than Liverpool, Brad 
Smith now finds himself caught up 
in a country row (England or Aus- 
tralia). He is floating between the 
U21’s, where he continues to excel 
and the fringe of the first team. 
Brazil may not be realistic, but one 
to watch for the Asian Cup. 

Sept - Ikonomidis , Oct - Ugark- 
ovic, Nov - Ryan Williams, Dec - 
Cooper 
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Bosnar a Mariner 


Well-travelled Australian stop- 
per Eddy Bosnar officially ink- 
ing a deal with the Club through 
to the end of May. 

Bosnar spent six months in 
the Chinese Super League with 
Guangzhou R&F alongside for- 
mer Mariner Rostyn Griffiths 
last year, and is now set for his 
first stint in the Hyundai A- 
League. 
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SFC Extends 
Abbas Contract 


Sydney FC has handed a two year 
contract extension to Iraqi mid- 
fielder Ali Abbas which will keep 
him at the club until the end of 
the Hyundai A-League 2015/16 
season. 

Abbas joined the club in May 2012 
after three years with the Newcastle 
Jets and becomes the third player to 
have penned a new deal with the Sky Blues in the last month. 

Abbas follows Serbian defender Nikola Petkovic and goalkeeper Vedran 
Janjetovic who have recently signed new two year deals. 

The trio join Rhyan Grant, Terry Antonis, Sebastian Ryall, Peter Triantis, 
Nick Carle, Pedj Bojic, Corey Gameiro and Daniel Petkovski who are all 
signed up to play for Sydney FC in next season’s Hyundai A-League. 


RERERERERER 


Mariners seal trio on Deadline Day 
Midfielders Glen Trifiro and Isaka Cernak, plus left-sided utility Matt 
Sim, are the latest players to join the Central Coast Mariners after 
deals for the trio were finalised on Wednesday. 

Trifiro and Sim join the Club on loan from NSW Premier League outfits 
Sydney United 58 and Sutherland Sharks respectively until the end of May, 
while Cernak has been released by domestic rivals Perth Glory in order to 
link with the defending Hyundai A-League Champions. 


RRRERERERER 


Huawei to give Phoenix fans $10k for 
10k 


The Phoenix are on a roll, and if some recent spectacular performanc- 
es aren’t reason enough to head to the stadium, main sponsor Huawei 
is adding an extra incentive of $10,000. 

The next home game is the Phoenix vs Melbourne Heart on February 16 
at Westpac Stadium. As soon as the gate ticker hits 10,000 the draw goes 
live and one lucky fan will be picked at random to take home the $10,000 
cash. 


RREREERERER 


Free Entry For Final Glory Match 


Football fans are encouraged to cheer on Perth Glory in their final 
Westfield W-League match of the season at Percy Doyle Reserve on 
Saturday. 

Admission is free to the season finale, which kicks off at Spm. 

Glory will be looking to end an injury-plagued season on a high when they 
take on Western Sydney Wanderers. 
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Wanderers sign Mebrahtu and Mullen 


Western Sydney Wanderers HAS completed the signings of Golgol 
Mebrahtu and Daniel Mullen until the end of the 2015/16 season. 

While unavailable to take part in the Wanderers’ current Hyundai A- 
League campaign due to squad roster limits, both players will first be uti- 
lised in the AFC Champions League with the Wanderers kicking-off their 
campaign on 26 February against 2012 ACL Champions Ulsan Hyundai at 
Pirtek Stadium. 

Mullen, 24, joins the Wanderers following two seasons in China with Da- 
lian Aerbin (which included a brief loan deal in the Hyundai A-League 
last season) and has a wealth of experience both playing in Asia and in the 
ACL where he was part of three separate campaigns with Adelaide United 
including their stellar run to the 2009 Final. 

Mebrahtu’s progress has been tracked by the Club for some time and the 
23-year-old’s signing is seen as a boost for the squad’s offensive options. 

KARERREERER 


SFC Sign Socceroos Ognenovski 


Sydney FC has signed Socceroos 
defender Sasa Ognenovski until the 
end of the season. 

The 2010 Asian Footballer Of The 
Year joins the Sky Blues as a free 
agent having left Qatari side Umm- 
Salal at the end of December, and will 
join his new team mates for training 
on Thursday. 

“I’m delighted to be able to sign for 
Sydney FC,” said the 6 foot 5 centre 
half. 

“It is always good when you are want- 
ed by a big club and Sydney FC are 
an iconic club in Australian football. 
It will be an honour to pull on the sky 
blue shirt.” 

Ognenovski returns to Australia after three years playing in South Korea 
with Seongnam Ilhwa Chunma, where he captained the club to the Asian 
Champions League title, and two years in Qatar with Umm Salal. 

Meanwhile, centre half Nikola Petkovic has been rewarded a two year 
contract extension which will keep him at the club until the end of the 
Hyundai A-League 2015/16 season. 

KEREIRRERER 


Golec signs for Wanderers 


Western Sydney Wanderers have added to their squad depth leading 
into the AFC Champions League completing the signing of defender 
Antony Golec on a short-term contract. 

Golec, 23, signed with the Western Sydney Wanderers for the duration 
of their AFC Champions League group stage and potential Round of 16 
matches. 
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Lustica Returns 
To Roar 


Brisbane Roar has confirmed that 
Steven Lustica has re-joined the 
Hyundai A-League club, signing 
a contract which will keep him in 
Queensland until the end of the 
2015/16 campaign. 

Lustica will be reunited with his 
former Brisbane teammates and 
Head Coach Mike Mulvey, who 
coached the midfielder at Gold 
Coast United and brought him to 
Brisbane twelve months ago. 

“There was an unexpected turn of 
events regarding Steven’s avail- 
ability and we have the opportunity 
to add him to our squad now,” Mul- 
vey said. 

“Steven is a great professional 
who will add depth and experience 
to the playing group.” 

The 22-year-old spent the begin- 
ning of 2013 on loan to Brisbane 
Roar from Croatian club Hajduk 
Split, making 12 appearances and 
scoring two goals, before returning 
to Europe and a short stint with Ad- 
elaide United. 


South Korean whiz 
joins Mariners 


Experienced South Korean at- 
tacker Kim Seung-yong will join 
the Central Coast Mariners un- 
til the completion of the Hyun- 
dai A-League 2014/15 season. 

Kim boasts considerable expe- 
rience in Korea Republic’s top 
flight, the K-League Classic, as 
well as Japan’s highly regarded 
J.League where he plied his trade 
with glamour club Gamba Osaka 
in 2011. And, the former FC Seoul 
and Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors man 
was integral to Ulsan Hyundai’s 
continental triumph just two years 
ago, netting the third goal in the 
Tigers’ 3-0 win over Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Al-Ahli in the tournament’s 
Final. 
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Last 5 matches 


1 Brisbane Roar 


4 Melbourne Victory 
5 Sydney FC 
6 Adelaide United 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 18 
3 Central Coast Mariners 
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7 Perth Glory 

8 Wellington Phoenix 
9 Newcastle Jets 

10 Melbourne Heart 


Round 18 Fixture 
Fri Feb 7 West Sydney Wanderers v Brisbane Roar 
Sat Feb 8 Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Victory 
Sat Feb 8 Sydney FC v Adelaide United 

Sun Feb 9 Melbourne Heart v Perth Glory 

Sun Feb 9 Newcastle Jets v Wellington Phoenix 


Round 19 Fixture 


Fri Feb 14 Adelaide United v Central Coast Mariners 
Sat Feb 15 Sydney FC v Perth Glory 

Sat Feb 15 Melbourne Victory v West Sydney Wanderers TBC 
Sun Feb 16 Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Heart 
Sun Feb 16 Brisbane Roar v Newcastle Jets 
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Venue 

Parramatta Stadium 
Bluetongue Stadium 
Allianz Stadium 
TBC 

Hunter Stadium 


Venue 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Allianz Stadium 


Westpac Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
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Local 

7:30 PM 
5:30 PM 
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A-League Title 2013/14 

Brisbane Roar ails) 
Wanderers 4.50 
Central Coast Mariners 7.00 
Melbourne Victory 8.00 
Sydney FC 13.0 
Adelaide United 13.0 
Perth Glory 17.0 
Wellington Phoenix 15.0 
Newcastle Jets 19.0 
Melbourne Heart 81.0 


AGAINST ALL ODDS 


DLDWW 
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Melbourne Heart FC 2 

(Germano 52’, Williams 89’) 
Sydney FC 1 (Gameiro 39’) 
Crowd: 7,674 @ AAMI Park 


Perth Glory 1 

(Darvydas Sernas 50’) 
Melbourne Victory 1 

(Gui Finkler 37’) 

Crowd: 10,151 @ Nib StadiuM 


Wellington Phoenix 2 
(Hernandez 22’, Cunningham 44’) 
Adelaide United 1 (Mabil 90’) 
Crowd: 18,506 @ Eden Park 


Newcastle Jets 2 

(Taggart 26’, 90’) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 2 
(Mooy 45’, Beauchamp 65’) 
Crowd: 15,924 @ Hunter Stadium 


Brisbane Roar 2 

(Henrique 66’, Besart Berisha 89’) 
Central Coast Mariners 1 

(Mile Sterjovski 36(P)’ 

Crowd: 16,078 @ Suncorp Stadium, 


TOP GOAL SCORERS 


Stein Huysegems Wellington Phoenix FC 8 
Alessandro Del Piero Sydney FC 7 
James Troisi Melbourne Victory 7 
Besart Berisha Brisbane Roar 7 
Adam Taggart Newcastle Jets 6 
Finkler Guilherme Melbourne Victory 5 
Ranko Despotovic Sydney FC 5 
David Williams Melbourne Heart 5 
Jeronimo Neumann Adelaide United 5 


A-LEAGUE TEAM! OF THE WEEK Round 17 


Wanderers 


Shane Stefanutto 
Brisbane Roar 


Carlos Hernandez 


Phoenix 


Adam Taggart 


Glen Moss — Wellington Phoenix 
With Kenny Cunningham putting 
his side two goals to the good in 
the dying stages of the first half, 
Glen Moss might have anticipated 
a response from the visiting Reds. 
Armed with all four of their imports 
and the human battering ram that is 
Bruce Djite Adelaide set about re- 
ducing the deficit in the second half 
but found themselves constantly 
denied by the impressive Moss, 
who made a series of fine saves to 
keep things tight until Awer Mabil’s 
late consolation goal. 


Shannon Cole — Western Sydney 
Wanderers 

Matched up against the explosive 
Craig Goodwin and a Newcastle 
Jets side looking to break on the 
counter, the Wanderers right back 
had a myriad of factors working 
against him. However the versatile 
29-year-old was not disconcerted 


Glen Moss 
Wellington Phoenix 


Taylor 
Reagan 
Jets 


Aaron Mooy 
Wanderers 


Jets 


by the task, ably completing his 
defensive duties as well as getting 
forward on occasion to bolster the 
Wanderers attack. 


Taylor Reagan — Newcastle Jets 

Despite taking the lead through 
Adam Taggart midway through 
the first half the Jets couldn’t build 
their advantage and the Wanderers 
gradually pulled ahead thanks to 
goals from Aaron Mooy and Mi- 
chael Beauchamp. The stage was 
set for the visiting side to pull clear 
with a third on several occasions, 
but the impressive Taylor Reagan 
was on hand to deny his opponents 
time and time again, displaying a 
perfect reading of the game to cut 
out a dangerous through-ball from 
Shinji Ono in his finest moment. 


Michael Thwaite — Perth Glory 
Finally paired with someone from 
his generation in the form of Wil- 


Michael 
Thwaite 


Glory 


Jonathan Germano 
Melbourne-Heart 


Harry Kewell 


Melbourne Heart 


Thomas Broich 
Brisbane Roar 


liam Gallas, Thwaite didn’t let the 
shouldered responsibility deterio- 
rate his performance. If anything, 
the Socceroo hopeful took his game 
to another level and shut out the en- 
ergized Victory attack and the dan- 
gerous Tom Rogic. If it weren’t for 
Jack Clisby’s clumsy challenge on 
Archie Thompson, Thwaite could 
have come away from the game 
with a clean sheet to his name and 
another three points for his team. 


Shane Stefanutto - Brisbane Roar 
The veteran is beginning to show 
signs of resurgence since returning 
from injury, putting in an impres- 
sive shift on the left flank. With the 
Mariners willing to soak up pres- 
sure rather than attack; Stefanutto 
found himself with little work to 
do in defence, instead devoting his 
energy to forward runs that exploit- 
ed the space left by the roaming 
Thomas Broich. 


l 


| Heart’s Jonathan Germano caps off a great night and r 
Memorial Medal for his man of the match performance Photo: LIVE PIXELS 


= 
Aaron Mooy — Western Sydney 
Wanderers 

The Wanderers midfielder contin- 
ued his purple patch of form against 
the Jets, his impressive defensive 
work alongside Matthew Spira- 
novic in defensive midfield giving 
their opponents no option but to 
attack up the flanks. The 23-year- 
old also made his presence felt in 
the attacking third, curling home a 
sublime free-kick to bring his team 
level on the stroke of half time. 


Jonathan Germano — Melbourne 
Heart 

The Argentine was a livewire at 
AAMI Park, more than covering 
for the red carded Orlando Engelaar 
as Sydney FC looked for a break- 
through. Once his side had fallen 
behind through Cory Gameiro’s 
strike Germano decided to launch 
an offensive of his own in the sec- 
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ond half, busting through the Sky 
Blues defence before capitalising 
on Janjetovic’s handling error to 


score his first of the season. 


Carlos Hernandez - Wellington 
Phoenix 

The gravitas of his presence was 
truly felt last week as the Phoenix 
fell to the Roar while Hernandez 
was on international duty, but the 
Costa Rican made amends at Eden 
Park on Satruday with an immense 
performance as they ended Ad- 
elaide’s seven match unbeaten run. 
He won and converted the penalty 
for his side’s first of the game be- 
fore splitting the opposition de- 
fence with a sumptuous pass off the 
outside of his right foot to release 
Kenny Cunningham for the game 
clinching second, which elevated 
the Phoenix to within a point of the 
top six. 


Compiled by 
Nick Amies 
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Harry Kewell — Melbourne Heart 
Once again the 35-year-old was 
in imperious form for the Heart, 
orchestrating his sides attacking 
surges with exquisite vision and 
wonderful passing. The calls for a 
World Cup spot are gaining inten- 
sity, with established personalities 
such as Robbie Slater endorsing a 
recall for one of Australia’s greatest 
players, and if he can continue this 
level of performance it is hardly out 
of the question. 


Thomas Broich — Brisbane Roar 

The fleet-footed marquee shows no 
signs of slowing down at the age of 
33, once again showing his class as 
the Roar extended their lead at the 
top of the ladder against the Central 
Coast Mariners. The German youth 
international was a perpetual chal- 
lenge to the Mariners defence as he 
drifted across the front line linking 
up with teammates. His trickery 


Photos: LIVE PIXELS 


Super-sub Williams ins 


MELBOURNE 
HEART 
y vw 


Melbourne Heart FC 2 
(Germano 52’, Williams 89’) 
Sydney FC 1 (Gameiro 39’) 
Attendance: 7,674 

Referee: Jarred Gillett 


Melbourne Heart FC: 1.Andrew 
Redmayne (Gk), 3.Robbie Wielaert, 
4.Orlando Engelaar, 7.lain Ramsay 
(15.David Williams 69’), 8.Massimo 
Murdocca, 10.Harry Kewell (C) 
(6.Patrick Gerhardt 91’), 13.Jonatan 
Germano, 16.Aziz Behich, 17.Jason 
Hoffman, 23.Mate Dugandzic (19. 
Benjamin Garruccio 77’), 24.Patrick 
Kisnorbo 


Substitutes Not Used: 20.Tando 
Velhapi (Gk), 22.Nicholas Kalmar. 
Yellow Cards: Behich 35’ 

Red Cards: Engelaar 32’ 


Sydney FC: 2.Sebastian Ryall, 
4.Ranko Despotovic, 5.Matthew 
Jurman, 6.Nikola Petkovic, 9.Corey 
Gameiro, 10.Alessandro Del 

Piero (C), 19.Nick Carle (11.Richard 
Garcia 60’), 20.Vedran Janjetovic 
(Gk), 21.Milos Dimitrijevic (29 

Alex Urosevski 77’), 22.Ali Abbas, 
24.Hagi Gligor 


Substitutes Not Used: 1.lvan 
Necevski (Gk), 25.Daniel Petkovski, 
28. Matthew Thompson. 

Yellow Cards: Janjetovic 41’, Gligor 
44’, Petkovic 51’ 
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By Chris Hearn 


Melbourne Heart have produced 
a memorable fightback against 
Sydney FC at AAMI Park. 

Orlando Engelaar was sent off for 
a lunge on Haji Gligor in the first 
half, minutes before Corey Gameiro 
put the Sky Blues ahead and the re- 
sult looked inevitable. John v’ant 
Schip showed all his tactical nous 
as his tinkering in midfield areas 
got his side back into it after half 
time, as the returning Jonatan Ger- 
mano equalised, before Williams 
fired the home side ahead with five 
minutes to play. 

The Heart midfield was admirable 
and deserve all the plaudits - and 
they did so without their Dutch 
marquee. 

It was as if Germano had never 
been injured. As well as his goal- 


Red Cards: Nil scoring contribution, he did a su- 
perb negating job on Alessandro 
ae — 
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Del Piero - Il Pinturicchio has 
seen far better days on a football 
pitch. The fixture was not without 
it’s fair share of controversy, the 
bulk of the major decisions going 
against the Heart. The sending off 
was questionable, some may argue 
that had Gligor not made the most 
of the contact, Engelaar may have 
been spared. The Heart were forced 
to play the remaining 60 minutes 
without a full compliment of play- 
ers. They were in the ascendency 
until that flashpoint, getting into 
great areas regularly but lacking 
the final ball. Sydney’s numerical 
supremacy took only six minutes 
to bear fruit, as Corey Gameiro 
fired the away side ahead on 39 
minutes. 

Iain Ramsay was unfortunate as 
his penalty appeals were waved 
away right before half time, as 
Nicky Carle looked to have tripped 
the 25-year old. 


( 2-1 David Williams scores a superb solo goal to secure Heart’s 
first win of the season and sends the crowd into raptures. 
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v’ant Schip’s side went into the 
break 1-0 down, but made altera- 
tions that would affect the course 
of the match massively. 

Being a man down in midfield, 

Aziz Behich was advanced further 
forward, as Sebastian Ryall’s at- 
tacking threat was non-existent on 
Sydney’s right. 
Seven minutes into the second half, 
Heart finally translated their good 
build up into a goalscoring oppor- 
tunity. Patrick Kisnorbo’s flicked 
header found Jonatan Germano 
unmarked with Sydney’s back line 
caught trying to play offside. His 
guided lob made its way over Ve- 
dran Janjetovic, but Matthew Jur- 
man managed to make a high clear- 
ance off the line. As the ball fell to 
Janjetovic, confusion reigned su- 
preme as a defensive mix-up meant 
the ball spilled loose to Germano, 
who fired into an empty net. 

Even with a man down, the Heart 
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iN 
0-1 Corey Gameiro 
breaks the deadlock 
and Sydney FC have 
the upper hand 


pires 10-ma 


TAB Sd 
Pa Mie 
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n Heart 


1-1 Jonatan Germano deservedly 
levels the terms and all of a sudden 
Heart have the wind in the sails. 


looked motivated to take the lead. 
Their high-press was modified to 
concede possession and territory, 
but they counter-attacked with pur- 
pose and desire. This took a toll, as 
they visibly tired as the second half 
wore on. 

The lack of penetration shown by 
Sydney was visible, as every attack 
was laboured. With stoppage time 
approaching, it was now or never 
for either team to snatch victory. 
WIth one final roll of the dice, Da- 
vid Williams was brought on for 
Iain Ramsay. 

As Kewell dropped deeper into 
midfield after cutting an isolated 
figure for much of the second half, 
Williams occupied Sydney’s deep- 
est defender, Nikola Petkovic. Af- 
ter pouncing on a Richard Garcia 
error just inside half way, Williams 
would then produce a solo moment 
to be shown on highlight reels for 
years to come. His first touch took 
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him into the box with much work to 
do. He jinked inside Petkovic, and 
then Garcia to fire past Janjetovic 
with 89 minutes gone. 

Rapturous applause swept around 
AAMI Park, as the 7000-strong in 
attendance were treated to their fin- 
est moment this season as pride is 
beginning to be restored for the red 
and white. 


Match Stats ee) 
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23 Tackles 12 
15 Total Shots 15 
373 Total Passes 480 
44% Possession 56% 
11 Corners 4 
2 Offsides 1 


12 Fouls committed 18 
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Drama galore as Jets snatch late draw 


2 


Western Western Sydney | 
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Match Details —_| Details 


Newcastle Jets 2 (Taggart 26’, 90’) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 2 
(Mooy 45’, Beauchamp 65’) 

At Hunter Stadium 

Crowd: 15,924 

Referee: Ben Williams 


Newcastle Jets: 1. Mark Birighitti 
(gk), 3. Taylor Regan, 4. Kew 
Jaliens, 6. Zenon Caravella (19. 
Michael Bridges 85’), 7. Andrew 
Hoole, 8. Ruben Zadkovich (c), 11. 
Craig Goodwin (16. Jacob Pepper 
79’), 21. Sam Gallaway, 22. Adam 
Taggart, 27. Nick Ward (29. Joel 
Griffiths 63’) 

Substitutes not used: 14. Josh 
Mitchell, 20. Ben Kennedy (gk) 
Yellow Cards: nil 

Red Cards: Joel Griffiths (after full- 
time whistle) 


Western Sydney Wanderers: 1, 
Ante Covic (gk), 2. Shannon Cole, 
4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley, 5. Michael 
Beauchamp (c), 10. Aaron Mooy, 
11. Brendon Santalab (9. Tomi Juric 
69’), 13. Matthew Spiranovic, 17. 
Youssouf Hersi (7. Labinot Haliti 
79’), 19. Mark Bridge, 21. Shinji 
Ono, 22. Dean Heffernan 
Substitutes not used: 3. Adam 
D’Apuzzo, 20. Jerrad Tyson (gk), 23. 
Jason Trifiro 

Yellow cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 


By Shaun Dyas 


The Newcastle Jets and _ the 
Western Sydney Wanderers 
have played out an incredible 2-2 
draw at Hunter Stadium in front 
of 15,924 fans at a boisterous 
Hunter Stadium. 
The match had everything, includ- 
ing controversial goals and a send- 
off to Jets golden boy Joel Griffiths 
after the full-time whistle. 
Jets substitute Michael Bridges had 
played a fantastic through ball into 
the path of Taggart who was cru- 
elly taken out by Ante Covic. 
The Jets players were expecting se- 
rious action to be taken against the 
keeper, but referee Ben Williams 
had already blown for full-time be- 
fore the challenge occurred. 
It was unsure after the game just 
what the Jets attacker said to Wil- 
liams to earn his marching orders, 
but he must now be in grave doubt 
for the Jets next few A-League fix- 
tures. 
Jets interim manager Clayton Zane 
was as much in the dark as every- 
one else as to why Griffiths was 
sent from the pitch. 
“T chatted to him and he said he 
was in dialogue and he didn’t 
think it was a red card. Obviously 
I haven’t asked him the words that 
he used,” he said. 
“He is not a player that we want 
to have out as he has got a lot of 
experience.” 
Wanderers mentor Tony Popovic 
chose to focus on the fact that 
his side let in a late equaliser in a 
match the Wanderers let slip away. 
“Yeah it’s always tough to take 
when you concede so late when it’s 
a scrappy goal,” he said. 
The Wanderers were the better 
team for large portions of the match 
and if it were not for a superb per- 
formance from Jets striker Adam 
Taggart, they would have escaped 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley and 
Nick Ward go head-to-head. 
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Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) demonstrates to 
Shinji Ono (Wanderers) how to combine 
karate technique with football skills. 


home with the three points. 

It was Taggart who broke the dead- 
lock against the flow of play with 
a superb strike in the 26th minute. 
The Jets broke quickly on the coun- 
ter before an attempted pass was 
blocked into the path of Taggart. 
What happened then was just 
amazing. Taggart smashed the ball 
from 30 yards past an absolutely 
helpless Ante Covic, who despite 
his massive frame could not get 
anywhere near the strike. It will go 
down as a contender for goal of the 
season. 


In fairness, the Wanderers reply 
was none too shabby either. The 
Jets were unlucky to concede a foul 
when replays showed that winger 
Andrew Hoole appeared to take 
the ball in the earlier challenge on 
Aaron Mooy. 

The Wanderers number 10 didn’t 
care and he bent a beautiful free 
kick past Jets keeper Mark Birighit- 
ti from the edge of the area to give 
the Wanderers a deserved share of 
the spoils at the break. 

Western Sydney was again the 
more dominant force in the second 
half and continually looked danger- 


ous from set pieces. Matthew Spi- 
ranovic headed over from a point 
blank position in the 58th minute. 
The Jets didn’t heed the warning 
and five minutes later they were 
made to pay. 

A Shinji Ono corner was failed to 
be cleared by the Jets defence and it 
bobbled around inside the six yard 
box. Both keeper Birighitti and 
fullback Josh Brillante had ample 
opportunity to clear the ball but 
they somehow conspired to allow 
Michael Beauchamp to deflect the 
ball into the net. 

It appeared that the Wanderers 


Brendan Santalab (Wanderers) and Kew 
Jaliens (Jets) tangle for supremacy. 


20 Tackles 

11 Total Shots 

314 Total Passes 

44.1% Possession 55.9% 
5 Corners 7 
2 Offsides 0 
12 Fouls committed 14 


would hold on but another goal- 
mouth scramble allowed the Jets 
to salvage a 90th minute equaliser. 
Covic only half cleared the ball and 
it went straight to Andrew Hoole. 
He hooked the ball across the box 
and it found Taggart a few yards 
from goal. The striker took his tally 
to eight goals for the season and the 
Jets got out of jail. 

The Jets next face the rejuvenated 
Wellington Phoenix at Hunter Sta- 
dium on Sunday afternoon, with 
the Wanderers taking on the Bris- 
bane Roar in a blockbuster clash 
next Friday. 
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Match Details 


Wellington Phoenix 2 (Hernandez 
22’, Cunningham 44’) 

Adelaide United 1 (Mabil 90’) 
Crowd: 18,506 At Eden Park 


Phoenix: Glen Moss (Gk), Manny 
Muscat, Michael Boxall, Ben Sig- 
mund, Andrew Durante (C), Vince 
Lia, Albert Riera, Carlos Hernandez, 
Kenny Cunningham (Roy Krisnha 
82’), Tyler Boyd (Jason Hicks 64’), 
Stein Huysegems (Jeremy Brockie 
71’) 


Yellow Cards: Boxall, Hernandez, 
Cunningham, Krishna. 
Red Cards: None 


Unused Substitutes: Lewis Italiano 
(Rgk), Matthew Ridenton 


Adelaide Utd: Eugene Galekovic 
(C), Nigel Boogard, Jonathan Mck- 
ain (Awer Mabil 74’), Daniel Bowles 
(Jordan Elsey 46’), Tarek Elrich, 
Marcelo Carrusca, Osama Malik, 
Isaias Sanchez, Fabio Ferreira (Ryan 
Griffiths 57’), Jeronimo Neumann, 
Bruce Djite 


Yellow Cards: Djite 

Red Cards: None 

Unused Substitutes: Paul 1zzo 
(Rgk), Cameron Watson 
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Phoenix Revival Continues In Auckland 


By Joe Gallagher 


It appears increasingly likely 
that Wellington Phoenix’s fix- 
tures against mid-table rivals 
will determine their final ladder 
position this term. 

Given their current form, Adelaide 
United were likely to be up there 
as one of the sternest tests for Er- 
nie Merrick’s side and Wellington 
passed with flying colours, col- 
lecting three points on Saturday in 
front of a crowd of over 18,000, all 
but ensuring A-League football’s 
return to Auckland in 2015. 

The final score was 2-1 at Eden 
Park, but as Merrick himself stated 
post-match, the Phoenix could 
have scored at least three in the first 
half alone. 

Glen Moss was scarcely tested 
throughout, finally beaten in the 
final minute of stoppage time by 
Awer Mabil. 

Merrick welcomed his Costa Ri- 
can connection — Carlos Hernandez 
and Kenny Cunningham — back 
from international duty and the 
pair, perhaps fittingly, repaid their 
manager’s generosity by establish- 
ing a 2-0 lead for Wellington at the 
break. 

Hernandez scored his fourth goal 
of the season midway through the 
first spell from the penalty spot, 
getting to a stray header by Je- 
ronmio Neumann ahead of Daniel 
Bowles to draw the foul. 

Asly wink at Reds goalkeeper Eu- 
gene Galekovic — equal parts con- 
fidence and arrogance — preceded a 
tidy finish from the spot and Wel- 
lington were ahead. 

His countryman scored the Phoe- 
nix’s second moments before the 
break. This time Hernandez played 
provider, working his way into 
space to thread the ball down the 
left wing to a rampant Cunning- 
ham. 

The winger might have squared 
to Stein Huysegems but tucked in- 
side his defender and slotted past 


2-0 Carlos Hernandez continues his hot 


streak in front of goals and scores what 
ultimately became the winner. 
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Galekovic to score his third goal in 
three appearances. 

It was the type of goal Welling- 
ton were always threatening to 
score — the front three must have 
been caught narrowly offside half a 
dozen times by an Adelaide back- 
line choosing to play very high up 
the park. 

Huysegems, who led the golden 
boot standings entering the round, 
was unlucky not to have scored 
at least one goal in the first half. 
Moments before Hernandez’s goal 
the Belgian spurned a one-on-one 
with Galekovic, but his next misses 
were so unfortunate it was almost 
comical. 

Tyler Boyd’s early ball across the 
face of goal was met by the Bel- 
gian’s left boot but the ball can- 
noned back off the upright. As 
he was falling away, Huysegems 
poked his less-trusted right peg at 


Andrew Durante (Phoenix) is at a stretch, much to 
the admiration of Marcelo Carrusca (Adelaide). 


1, 
the rebound and knocked it onto 
the crossbar. 

For once this season Merrick could 
laugh at, rather than rue, his side’s 
misfortune in front of goal. “It’s 
been the way our season’s gone this 
year,” he smiled. 

But unlike during the side’s ten- 
game drought to start the season, 
Wellington had taken enough of 
their chances to make sure of the 
points. 

Reds coach Josep Gombau must 
have considered himself lucky still 
to be in the game at half-time. “We 
were playing better in the last ten or 
fifteen minutes of the first half,” he 
said. “We made one mistake on at- 
tack and their counter-attack killed 
us. At 2-0 it was too difficult.” 

“T think we lost the game in the 
first half with our own mistakes.” 
In the second half Gombau threw 
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caution to the wind, bringing 
on Mabil and Ryan Griffiths but 
his side couldn’t gain a foothold 
against a Wellington midfield mar- 
shaled expertly by Vince Lia, sin- 
gled out for praise post-match and 
Albert Riera, who is fast becoming 
a revelation for the club. 

Merrick was content to sit on the 
lead and try to catch Adelaide on 
the break in the second half: “we 
press really hard for 60 minutes, 
so eventually we have to help the 
midfielders and play a counter-at- 
tacking game,” he said. “We caught 
them on the counter but we just 
didn’t punish them. But thats the 
nature of [Adelaide’s] strategy; if 
they push numbers forward, we’ve 
got to combat that.” 

Substitute Jeremy Brockie could 
have twice profited on the counter, 
firing wide before scuffing an effort 


24 Tackles 

13 Total Shots 

320 Total Passes 486 
40.3% Possession 59.7% 
4 Corners 8 
6 Offsides 0 
17 Foulscommitted 15 
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from a tight angle with Galekovic 
beaten, but by then the game as a 
contest was long gone. 

In the end Wellington conceded in 
stoppage time; Mabil turned Neu- 
mann’s cross into an empty net, 
but the Phoenix survived the final 
minute and clung onto three points 
which lifts them to within a point 
of the top six. 

With games against the bottom two 
— Newcastle Jets and Melbourne 
Heart — to come, Merrick’s goal of 
finals football appears increasingly 
likely. 

But it isn’t all doom and gloom for 
Gombau’s men — they’re still in a 
playoff position by goal difference 
but face the fifth-placed Sydney FC 
next weekend. 

The loss against Wellington is only 
their second defeat in the A-League 
since November. 
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Victory end horror run with deserved draw in WA 


Perth Glory 


Melbourne Victory 


0 1 
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Match Details 


Perth Glory 1 (Darvydas Sernas 
50’) 

Melbourne Victory 1 (Gui Finkler 
37’) 

Nib Stadium 

Friday 31st January 

Attendance: 10,151 

Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Perth Glory: Gk Daniel Vukovic, 

2 Jack Clisby, 7 Jacob Burns, 

8 Nebojsa Marinkovic (4 Ryan 
Edwards 89’), 9 Shane Smeltz, 11 
Adrian Zahra (28 Darvydas Sernas 
47), 14 Steven Mcgarry, 17 Chris 
Harold, 19 Josh Risdon, 23 Michael 
Thwaite, 36 William Gallas (25 Riley 
Woodcock 86’) 


Subs Not Used: Rgk Jack Duncan, 
20 Danny De Silva 

Yellow Cards: Josh Risdon 41’, 
Shane Smeltz 46’, Michael Thwaite 
66’, Jacob Burns 69’ 


Melbourne Victory: Gk Nathan 
Coe, 2 Pablo Contreras, 3 Adama 
Traore, 4 Nick Ansell, 6 Leigh 
Broxham, 7 Gui Finkler (14 James 
Troisi 67’), 10 Archie Thompson, 13 
Andrew Nabbout (11connor Pain 
82’), 16 Rashid Mahazi, 21 Tom 
Rogic (22 Jesse Makarounas 74’), 
24 Scott Galloway. 


Subs Not Used: Rgk Lawrence 
Thomas, 25 Jason Geria 
Yellow Cards: Pablo Contreras 90’ 


By Peter Simcox | 
Melbourne Victory put a 
horrendous fortnight behind 
them to earn a hard fought 1-1 
draw with Perth Glory at nib 
Stadium on Friday evening. 
Back-to-back 0-5 defeats had 
seen Victory coach Kevin Mus- 
cat come under media scrutiny, 
but Gui Finkler gave his side a 
1-0 lead at the break. Glory’s 
new Lithuanian striker came off 
the bench at half time to level 
the scores, and both sides had 
chances to win it, but Steven 
McGarry headed wide and An- 
drew Nabbout fired wide when 
sent clear late. 
The Glory, who was coming off 
a 3-1 defeat at Western Sydney 
Wanderers, made three changes 
to their starting line-up. In came 
Adrian Zahra for Sidnei, Sebian 
midfielder Nebojsa Marink- 
ovic made his starting debut 
for Cameron Edwards, while 
Jack Clisby came in for Riley 
Woodcock, who dropped to the 
bench. The Victory made four 
changes to the side that were 
thrashed 0-5 against Sydney 
FC last week. Pablo Contreras 
returned from injury to replace 
the suspended Adrian Leijer, 
Adama Traore came in for Dy- 
lan Murnane, Finkler replaced 
Kosta Barbarouses and Tom 
Rogic was given his first start 
for the club, with James Troisi 
dropping to the bench. 
It was a barmy night in the West 
and it was an even opening, the 
first chance falling to the home 
side. Shane Smeltz found space 
down the flank and crossed from 
the bye-line to McGarry, but the 
Scottish midfielder blazed over 
from 10-yards. Rogic was run- 
ning the midfield for the Vic- 
tory, and he went close to the 
opener on 34 minutes. He was 
found by Nabbout 25-yards 
from goal; his sweet strike beat 
Danny Vukovic but crashed off 
the crossbar. 
But three minutes later the visi- 
tors were ahead. Rogic found 
Archie Thomson on the right, he 
cut inside Glory defender Jack 
Clisby, and fell under the chal- 
lenge and referee Kris Rhys- 
Jones pointed straight to the 
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26 Tackles 12 
12 Total Shots 9 
456 Total Passes 411 
52.9% Possession 47.1% 
5 Corners 4 
3 Offsides 5 
oS 617 Fouls committed 20 


|_| Man of the Match 
Tom Rogic (Victory) 
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spot. There looked little contact 
between the pair, but the replay 
showed the decision was cor- 
rect, the young Glory defender 
had a hand fall of Thompson’s 
shirt and the Socceroo striker 
made the most of it. 

Finkler kept his nerve, sending 
Danny Vukovic the wrong way 
from the spot to give Victory the 
lead. The Glory were struggling 
to create any chances, with the 
ball coming out of the midfield 
slow, and the Victory were 
mopping up easily at the back, 
with Pablo Contreras and Nick 
Ansell dealing easy as the Glory 
lacked the final ball in the final 
third, it needed to change after 
the break. 

Glory coach Kenny Lowe made 
a change at half time bringing 
off Adrian Zahra, and giving a 


5 we 


Let’s go to the video tape: Jack Clisby (Glory) can’t contain 
Archie Thomspson (Victory) and a penalty ensues. 


www.goalweekly.com 
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club debut to Darvydus Sernas, 
well he tried too. The striker 
wasn’t allowed on the pitch, 
when the fourth official (David 
Bruce), wouldn’t allow him on 
due to socks!! The Glory kitman 
rushed to get another pair, as the 
Glory starting the second half 
with ten men. When the Lithu- 
anian did come on the crowd of 

10,151 didn’t have long to wait 
to see what he could do. He was 
picked out by Clisby and wasn’t 
closed down; he let the ball roll 
in front of him, and unleashed a 
powerful shot from 25-yards out 
that gave Victory keeper Nathan 
Coe no chance. 

The goal lifted the Glory and 
the crowd and they were on 
their feet again on 54 minutes. 
Shane Smeltz’s inch perfect 
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== Perth Glory’s new Lithuanian 
signing Darvydas Semas (28) 


ah scored a sizzling goal on debut. 


cross picked out the unmarked 
McGarry, whose header from 
eight-yards looked destined for 
the back of the net, but it flashed 
inches wide of the target. Victo- 
ry striker Nabbout was finding it 
tough, being caught off side on 
a number of occasions, as the 
Victory looked to pinch a goal 
on the counter attack. 

Then Michael Twaite went 
close with an overhead kick, 
but Coe was well placed to 
save. But on 78 minutes Vic- 
tory should have hit the front. 
Thompson’s through ball sent 
Nabbout racing clear, beating 
the offside trap this time. He cut 
inside the covering Josh Risden, 
but with the goal at his mercy, 
he blazed well wide. Victory 
substitute James Troisi then 


oN 
\ sa 


~\ 


~— 


tested Vukovic on 82 minutes, 
but the Glory custodian was 
alert to save, and both sides had 
to settle for a point 

Victory coach Kevin Muscat 
was pleased with sides’ perfor- 
mance. “I thought it was a de- 
cent game of football in the end. 
We had some chances and to be 
honest I thought we were good 
in the first half. Our structure 
and application was right up 
there, and we were good val- 
ue,” he said. “They got on top 
in the second half and we had 
to weather the storm, but credit 
to the boys they did and we fin- 
ished well. “The last couple of 
weeks have been difficult but 
the players really worked hard 
tonight, we now need to find a 
more consistency.” 


¥ 


0-1 Gui Finkler makes no mistake from the 
resulting spot-kick to give Victory the lead. 
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Photos: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


Central Coast 


CENTRAL roast 


Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Henrique 66’, 
Besart Berisha 89’) 

Central Coast Mariners 1 
(Mile Sterjovski 36(P)’ 

Sunday, 2 February 2014 
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Strebre Delovski 
Crowd: 16,078 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 2. Matthew Smith (C), 3. 
Shane Stefanutto, 7. Besart Berisha, 
11. Liam Miller (26. Corey Brown 
90+2’), 13. Jade North, 14. Diogo 
Ferreira (10. Henrique 63’), 15. 
James Donachie, 18. Luke Brattan 
(16. Jean Carlos Solorzano 86’), 22. 
Thomas Broich, 23. Dimitri Petratos 


Substitutes Not Used: 20. Mat- 
thew Acton (Gk), 27. Brandon 
Borrello 


Yellow Cards: 1. Michael Theo 35’, 
Liam Miller 70° 
Red Cards: Nil 


Central Coast Mariners: 3. Joshua 
Rose, 4. Marcel Seip, 5. Zachary 
Anderson, 7. John Hutchinson (C), 
8. Nick Montgomery (9. Mitchell 
Duke 71’), 11. Nick Fitzgerald, 12. 
Liam Reddy (Gk), 15. Storm Roux, 
17. Anthony Caceres, 19. Matthew 
Simon, 21. Mile Sterjovski (20. 
Bernie Ibini 58’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Justin 
Pasfield, 6. Brent Griffiths, 22. Tom 
Slater 


Yellow Cards: 8. Nick MontgOmery 


38’, Nick Fitzgerald 86’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


ADRIAN DEANS 


FRIDAY 71H FEBRUARY 2014 
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Berisha The Hero In Another Roar 


a 


By Jarrod Ellis 


Brisbane Roar took a massive 
step towards claiming the A- 
League Premiers Plate with last- 
gasp 2-1 win over Central Coast 
Mariners. 

A first-half penalty from Mile Ster- 
jovski gave the Mariners the lead 
but a second-half Henrique strike 
and a 90th minute goal from Besart 
Berisha sealed the points for Bris- 
bane in a fixture that has so often 
produced late drama. 

Central Coast went into the match 
off the back of losing stars Daniel 
McBreen and Trent Sainsbury to 
Shanghai SIPG and PEC Zwolle 
respectively. 

With Sainsbury and McBreen ab- 
sent the Mariners hopes of securing 
a valuable three points took a hit 
and it was no surprise that when the 
two sides took to the pitch it was 
Brisbane that started the stronger. 

Luke Brattan was the first to test 
Liam Reddy with a 6th minute 
free-kick whilst Besart Berisha, in 
his first match since announcing 
his move to Melbourne Victory, 
was unable to take advantage of a 
chance on the left of the Mariner’s 
penalty box, instead seeing his shot 
deflected out for a corner. 

Central Coast had offered little 
going forward in the opening half 
hour as the tempo of suffered due to 
persistent fouls but in the 33rd min- 
ute the visitors hinted that they’d 
come to steal the points. 

A lofted through ball from Nick 
Montgomery found Josh Rose free 
and just outside the Roar 18-yard 
box on the left but his first touch 
let him down and ultimately the 
chance was wasted as Michael 
Theo got down to save well. 

Brisbane had survived that scare 
and should have taken the lead 
barely a minute later only for Ber- 
isha to take an air-swing when con- 
fronted with a golden opportunity. 
Berisha’s despair at the miss would 
only increase as Central Coast im- 
mediately turned defence to attack 
and caught Brisbane short at the 
back. Mile Sterjovski found himself 
through on goal and Theo brought 
the Mariners’ man down for a pen- 
alty in his efforts to get the ball. 

Match referee Stebre Delovski 


saw fit to only award a yellow card 
to the Roar keeper but the proved 
scant consolation for the home side 
as Sterjovski slotted home the pen- 
alty. 

When the two sides returned for 
the second half Brisbane looked a 
changed side, something that has 
become a recurring theme over the 
past month and a half. 

Brisbane could have been level 
within seconds of the restart. 
Thomas Broich crossed from the 
bye-line and found Dimitri Petra- 
tots but despite having a free head- 
er he wasn’t able to get his effort on 
target from inside the six yard box. 

Brisbane then had a goal denied 
for offside, Petratros put the ball 
in the net this time but his celebra- 


0-1 Mile Sterjovski (Mariners) sends 
Michael Theo (Roar) the wrong way. 


A new novel by GW’s Adrian Deans 


Adrian Deans does for Sydney's leafy fringes what Irvine 
Welsh does for Edinburgh's council estates. 

Straight Jacket is a ripsnorter of a ride through the dark 
heart of the burbs and may just be Australia’s answer to 
American Psycho. 

Kirsten Krauth, just_a_girl 


Sometimes funny, sometimes disturbing, and always 
compelling. With a super original premise 

and a one-of-a-kind protagonist, Deans’ entertaining fol- 
low up to Mr Cleansheets delivers on every level. 

Tony Wilson, Making News 


A disturbingly good read. Unnerving and darkly comic. 
Stuart Quin, Ealing Studios Australia 


tions were cut short. 


The goal had been coming and 
when it did arrive it was a delight- 
ful interchange between Broich, 
Berisha and Petratos that allowed 
Henrique to find space on the right 
of the Central Coast area before 
sliding a shot past Reddy. 

The Mariners did well to hold on 
against a Brisbane team hitting 
its straps and looked like coming 
away from Suncorp Stadium with 
a point before Berisha struck in the 
90th minute. 

One of the A-League’s true match 
winners has had his commitment 
to the Brisbane cause questioned 
in recent weeks but the passion he 
showed after he turned Zachary 
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2-1 A last minute driving shot by Brisbane’s Besart Berisha (out 
of picture) is too hot to handle for Mariners keeper Liam Reddy. 


Anderson and beat Reddy to slot 
home the winner left little doubt 
that the firebrand striker is focused 
on the task at hand. 

With the home crowd still finding 
their seats once more there was al- 
most more late drama when Mitch- 
ell Duke hit the post with the last 
action of the match. 

At the post-match press conference 
Mike Mulvey was keen to empha- 
sise that his side’s ability to find 
late winners is no coincidence. 

“You might think its good fortune 
scoring late goals. But we were 
building, building, moved some 
players around and they respond- 
ed,” Mulvey said. 

“We weren’t moving the ball 
quickly enough and allowing them 


2-4 The Roar turn on a another nail-biting 


display and somehow come up trumps once 
again at the death against the Mariners. 


M TW 9am - Midnight T & F 9am - 1am 
Sat 10am - 2am Sun 10am - Midnight 

Green Gully Reserve, Club House Place Keilor Downs VIC 3038 Melway Reference: 14 E8 
Tel: (03) 9366-6697 Email: ggullysc@bigpond.net.au 


to get compact. We talked abou 
switching and playing some diago- 
nals. (In the second half) We lookec 
more fluent and it just kept building 
until we got the goals.” 


Match Stats 
21 Tackles 18 
16 Total Shots 11 
633 Total Passes 325 
65.1% Possession 34.9% 
6 Corners 2 
1 Offsides 3 


17. Foulscommitted 11 


SOCCER CLUB 


VPL Champions: 1981, 1982, 
1983, 1999,2000,2003,2005, 
2010, 2011 


FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2014 
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1.Ante COVIC (gk) 
2.Shannon COLE 

3.Adam D’APUZZO 
4.Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 
5.Michael BEAUCHAMP (c) 
6. Jerome POLENZ 
7.Labinot HALITI 

8.Mateo POLJAK 

9.Tomi JURIC 

10.Aaron MOOY 
11.Brendon SANTALAB 
13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC 
17.Youssouf HERSI 
19.Mark BRIDGE 
20.Jerrad TYSON (gk) 
21.Shinji ONO 

22.Dean HEFFERNAN 
23.Jason TRIFIRO 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 3.Adam D’APUZZO (pro- 
moted), 6. Jerome POLENZ 
(promoted) 

Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Nil 
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Friday Night 
Football 


Blockbuster 
Saman Zai 


Coming into round 18, having 
played one less game than second 
spot Wanderers, Roar are still sev- 
en points clear (37 points) on the 
A-League table. 

Brisbane came into this season mak- 
ing a clear statement from last sea- 
son, that they had learned a lot of 
lessons from the last and they knew 
exactly how to turn their weaknesses 
into strengths and how to further im- 
prove where they were doing well. 
Having scored ten goals in their first 
five games, the Roar have been one 
of the most consistent teams in the 
League so far, leaving coaches won- 
dering how and if they can stop the 
race for the plate early in the season. 
Now it is time for the Wanderers 
who in recent weeks have been able 
to silent their critics that they were 
just one hit wonders and can now 
prove themselves further that they 
are still in the competition to regain 
first place. 

Surprisingly enough, Brisbane have 
never beat Western Sydney at home 
and have only beaten them once in 
five games, but now it looks like a 
complete different story. In their last 
meeting at Suncorp stadium, Roar 
became the first team in the League 
to put three past Popivic’s solid de- 
fensive line up. Roar have also been 
very dominant as the tables leaders 
scoring the most goals and conced- 


ing the least, so this is a very differ- 
ent Roar to what we saw last season, 
this is a team that the Wanderers need 
to realise are strong in every third of 
the park and have Berisha, who sits 
second on the top goal scoring lad- 
der, just one behind Adam Taggart 
and Stein Huysegems sitting on eight 
goals each. And even though Brisbane 
have not scored any goals in three 
games and Wanderers only twice, the 
latter have only scored more than two 
goals in one game once, where Roar 
have done so a whopping five times. 
This is a very different team from last 
season, where the two teams met four 
out of their five games. 

Popovic will also be considering how 
to approach the remaining games this 
season with 3 crucial AFC Asian 
Champions League (ACL) games at 


Fri Feb 7 Parramatta Stdm 7:30 PM 


home, kicking off group H on Febru- 
ary 26th, then March 19th and end- 
ing their last game on April 22nd, 
as well as some international away 
fixtures. Needless to say, this will not 
be a straightforward task for the team 
entering the competition for the first 
time to come up against teams like 
Ulsan Hyundai, domestic league run- 
ners up and 2012 ACL champions, 
Guizhou Renhe - Chinese FA cup 
winners and Kawasaki Frontale from 
Japan. 

In this game we will surely see keep- 
ers Covic and Theo on full alert when 
they are being attacked from the right 
hand side since both teams have con- 
ceded most of their goals from this 
side - Wanderers 67% of their goals 
and Brisbane 47%. Although a weak- 
ness in defence, it is both teams fa- 


Wanderers 4 
Roar 1 
Drawn 0 


Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


TV broadcast: 6.30pm (AEDT) Live 
coverage on FOX Sports 1HD, SBS 

1 & SBS 2 and on Sky Sport 1 (New 
Zealand). 

Radio Broadcast: ABC Grandstand Full 
coverage Online/Mobile phone app . 
SBS Radio. 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#WSWvBRI 


voured side as Western Sydney have 
scored 59% of their goals from this 
side and the Roar 62%. Western Syd- 
ney will also need to remain strong un- 
til the final whistle as their hosts have 
scored most (10) of their goals in the 
final quarter while they have conceded 
most goals (6) in this period than any 
other. 

So what can we expect in this abso- 
lute blockbuster of a game, will Shinji 
Ono score again as he has done in both 
home games? Can Roar be the second 
team to beat West Sydney at home in 
their last 14 home games? 

Given the intimidating nature of the 
crowd, but at the same time consider- 
ing the confidence of Mulvey’s men, 
this game could end in a 2-1 win for 
the Wanderer 


All KO times are AEDT 


1.Michael THEO (gk) 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
5.lvan FRANJIC 
7.Besart BERISHA 
8.Steven LUSTICA 
10.HENRIQUE 

11.Liam MILLER 
13.Jade NORTH 
14.Diogo FERREIRA 
15.James DONACHIE 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS, 26.Corey 
BROWN 

**One to be omitted** 


In: 5.Ivan FRANJIC (returns from 
injury), 8.Steven LUSTICA (new 
signing) 


Out: 28.Brandon BORRELLO 
(omitted) 


Unavailable: 17.Matt McKAY 
(ankle — one week), 25.George 
LAMBADARDIS (knee — season) 


CENTRAL Coast 


1.Justin PASFIELD (gk) 
3.Joshua ROSE 
4.Marcel SEIP 
5.Zachary ANDERSON 
7.John HUTCHINSON (c) 
9. Mitchell DUKE 
11.Nick FITZGERALD 
12.Liam REDDY (gk) 
15.Storm ROUX 
17.Anthony CACERES 
19.Matt SIMON 
20.Bernie IBINI 
21.Mile STERJOVSKI 
22.Tom SLATER 
25.Eddy BOSNAR 
26.Kim SEUNG-YONG 
27.Isaka CERNAK 
29.Matt SIM 

**two to be omitted** 


In: 25.Eddy BOSNAR (new signing 
— pending ITC), 26.Kim SEUNG- 
YONG (new signing — pending 
ITC), 27.Isaka CERNAK (new sign- 
ing), 29.Matt SIM (new signing) 


Out: 6.Brent GRIFFITHS (groin — 1 
week), 8.Nick MONTGOMERY 
(suspended — 1 week) 
Unavailable: 10.Marcos FLORES 
(knee — season), 14.Michael 
MCGLINCHEY (on loan — Vegalta 
Sendai) 18.Michael NEILL (knee 
— season), 23.Adam KWASNIK 
(knee — season) 


Prodigal Son 
Returning 

to Burn the 
House Down? 


an Dean: 


Mariners fans were sad to see 
their beloved Tommy Rogic leave 
for greener pastures and would 
certainly have been hoping to see 
him back one day. 
But not like this. 
Not dressed in Victory Blue and 
baying to bite the hand that fed! 
The Mariners’ own line-up will 
feature some new players this 
week — I’m very interested to see 
Kim Seung Yong from Korea, and 
Eddie Bosnar may well take over 
from Marcel Seip, who I believe 
is simply too slow for this league. 
Rumours suggest Phil Moss is also 
talking to Isaka Cernak, who is a 
player I’ve always liked. Mind you, 
he’s had about four clubs already, 
so you have to wonder why a play- 
er with so much obvious ability has 
trouble finding a home. Maybe the 
famous Mariners team family will 
help him to finally settle. 
Because it’s the ‘family’ that keeps 
winning despite the constant turn- 
over of individuals. It was pointed 
out on Fox Sports this week that 
only three members of last year’s 
starting eleven for the Grand Fi- 


Sat Feb 8 Bluetongue Stdm 5:30 PM 


The Odds 


nal remain on the books — and yet 
they’re still in the top three! The 
players come and go but the spirit 
remains. 

The spirit will need to be strong 
this week to overcome Melbourne 
Victory — who are yet to win with 
Rogic on the team sheet. The Vic- 
tory are a bit like Sydney FC these 
days — Jekyll or Hyde. It’s a toss 
of the coin which team is going to 
show up — the team that beat Ad- 
elaide 3 — 0 with ten men, or the 
team that surrendered 5 — 0 two 
games in a row. 

It’s a puzzlement that. The fa- 
mously combative Kevin Muscat 
doesn’t do ‘meek’, but his team 
does. Sometimes. That suggests 


to me a communication problem 
— Kevin’s message is not quite get- 
ting through. They improved last 
week, and probably should have 
won (away to Perth). Rogic was 
excellent in the first half but faded 
in the second. He’ll be fitter for 
the run though and Mariners fans 
will be anticipating his return ner- 
vously. 

Put your house on him to score. 
Both of these teams will be flexing 
their muscles, not only for the A- 
League finals campaign, but also 
for the Asian Champions League, 
which starts shortly. Melbourne 
desperately need to find some 
rhythm and confidence before their 
qualifying match on 15 February, 


Played 26 
Mariners 9 
Victory 9 
Drawn 8 


Referee: Matthew Gillett 


TV Broadcast: 5.00pm (AEDT) Live and 
exclusive broadcast on FOX Sports 1HD 
and Sky Sport 1 (New Zealand). 

Radio Broadcast: 92.5 ABC Central 
Coast, 774 ABC Melbourne, ABC Local 
Radio Vic, 936 ABC Hobart and ABC 
Northern Tasmania, Grandstand Digital, 
Online/Mobile phone app . Coast FM 
(Central Coast) 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#CCMvMVC 


and this is their last chance to do 
so. 

I expect them to go well, but not 
quite well enough to beat the Mari- 
ners who almost got a result in 
Brisbane last week despite their 
annual decimation to pay the bills. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets and more recently 
Straight Jacket — published by 
High Horse Books and available in 
all good book stores. www.adrian- 
deans.com 
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Victory Line Up 


1.Nathan COE (gk) 
2.Pablo CONTRERAS 
3.Adama TRAORE 
4.Nick ANSELL 

5.Mark MILLIGAN (c) 
6.Leigh BROXHAM 
7.Gui FINKLER 
10.Archie THOMPSON 
11.Connor PAIN 
13.Andrew NABBOUT 
14.James TROIS! 
16.Rashid MAHAZI 
20.Lawrence THOMAS (gk) 
21.Tom ROGIC 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS 
23.Adrian LEIJER 
24.Scott GALLOWAY 
25.Jason GERIA 

**two to be omitted** 


In: 23.Adrian LEIJER (returns from 
suspension), 5.Mark MILLIGAN 
(returns from injury) 

Out: Nil 


Unavailable: Nil 


WHERE HEROES ARE BORN ()1/2 CHAMPIGNS ARE MADE 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


MVFC vs Winner of Playoff 2.2 
KARDINIA PARK, GEELONG 
Kick-off 7.45pm 


Get tickets from ticketek.com.au 


MELBOURNE 


CPPICAL SUPPORTER 
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All KO times are AEDT 


SYDNEY 
Fe 
Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 
2.Seb RYALL 

4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC 
5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

9.Corey GAMEIRO 
10.Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
13.Sasa OGNENOVSKI 
14.Mitch MALLIA 

19.Nick CARLE 

20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
21.Milos DIMITRIJEVIC 
22.Ali ABBAS 

24.Hagi GLIGOR 

25.Daniel PETKOVSKI 
28.Matt THOMPSON 
29.Alec UROSEVSKI 
35.Dylan CATON 

**two to be omitted** 


In: 13.Sasa OGNENOVSKI (new 
signing),14.Mitch MALLIA (pro- 
moted), 35.Dylan CATON (promoted) 


Out: 11.Richard GARCIA (ankle 
injury — 1 week) 


Unavailable: Rhyan GRANT (knee 
— season), Peter TRIANTIS (groin 
— indefinite), Pedj BOJIC (back — 2 
weeks), Terry MCFLYNN (quad — 2 
weeks) 
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Sydney FC v Adelaide United Sat Feb 8 Allianz Stadium 7:30 PM 


Early Finals 
6-pointer 


After bouncing back emphati- 
cally in the Big Blue against 
Melbourne Victory, Sydney FC 
are once again under pressure 
following their 2-1 loss to cellar 
dwellers Melbourne Heart. 

The Sky Blues take on a resurgent 
Adelaide United in what could 
prove to be an important 6 point- 
er in the race for the finals, with 
United sitting just 1 point behind 
Farina’s men in 6th spot. 

After missing out on Eddy Bosnar, 
the Sky Blues this week announced 
the signing of veteran Socceroo 
central defender Sasha Ognenovs- 
ki, with the hope the experienced 
defender can finally bring some 
stability at the back. 

The towering 34-year-old has 
been searching for a new team for 
the past month after parting ways 
with Qatari club Umm-Salal in 
early January, with a move to the 
A-league seen as his best way of 
forcing his way back into the Soc- 
ceroos World Cup squad. 

A late bloomer, Ognenovski was 
ignored by former Socceroos coach 
Pim Verbeek for the 2010 World 
Cup and did not make his interna- 
tional debut until after the tourna- 
ment in a friendly against Egypt. 
He was later crowned 2010 Asian 
Player of the Year after captaining 
Korean club Seongnam to an AFC 
Champions League triumph, and 


went on to play a starring role in 
Australia’s run to the 2011 Asian 
Cup Final. 

Frank Farina will be hoping his 
new Socceroo recruit and Nicola 
Petkovic can form a decisive part- 
nership in the centre of defense, 
after the Serb put pen to paper on 
a new deal this week. 

Meanwhile, the Sky Blues are no 
closer to knowing the future of 
star marquee man, Alessandro Del 
Piero. 

With all this going on off the field, 
you’d be forgiven for forgetting 
Farina and his underperforming 
team have a tough battle against a 
much improved Adelaide United 
this weekend. 

However, despite now being in a 
position to challenge for a finals 
birth, the Reds are also coming off 


a loss, going down to Wellington’s 
Costa Rican contingent last week- 
end. 

It was only the Reds’ first defeat 
in their last seven games though, 
and Josep Gombau’s side remain 
in the top six, right on the heels of 
Sydney. 

If they Sky Blues are going to have 
any chance this weekend, they are 
going to have to find a way to score 
goals, because Adelaide certainly 
has a few in them. 

One of Sydney’s issues is their 
speed of play, particularly in tran- 
sition. 

A 10-man Melbourne Heart team 
was able to limit the Sky Blues 
chances last week because they had 
time to get men behind the ball, 
something Adelaide will surely try 
and exploit. 


FRIDAY (1H FEBRUARY 2014 GOAL! WEERLY 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Sydney FC 2.33 Played 27 
Draw 3.60 Sydney FC 12 
Adelaide 3.00 Adelaide 11 
Drawn 4 


Referee: Alan Milliner 


Radio Broadcast: 702 ABC Sydney, 
ABC Local radio NSW, 891 ABC 
Adelaide, ABC Local Radio SA, 
Grandstand Digital Online/Mobile 
phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SYDVADL 


Kiss of Death 
Sydney FC 2-2 Adelaide 


For Adelaide, it should be business 

as usual as they continue to adopt 
Gombau’s Spanish passing and 
pressing style of play. 

If they can limit Sydney’s oppor- 
tunities, it should go a long way to 
winning the game, given that the 
Reds are always in with a chance 
of putting a few in the back of the 
net. 

There’s not much between these 
two sides in terms of head-to-head 
record and this clash promises to 
be no different. 

With both outfits coming off losses 
and likely to drop out of the top 
six with a defeat, it’s sure to be a 
committed and tense affair with so 
much at stake. 

I expect a goal-fest, but both sides 
may just cancel each other out. 


Adelaide Utd Line Up 


1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (gk) (c) 
2.Michael MARRONE 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 
4.Jon McKAIN 
5.0sama MALIK 
7.JERONIMO. 

8.ISAIAS 

9.Sergio CIRIO 
10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
11.Bruce DJITE 
14.Cameron WATSON 
17.Awer MABIL 
18.Michael ZULLO 
20.Paul IZZO (gk) 
21.Tarek ELRICH 
22.Fabio FERREIRA 
23.Jordan ELSEY 
31.Ryan GRIFFITHS 
*two to be omitted** 


In: 2.Michael MARRONE (new sign- 
ing — pending ITC), 9.Sergio CIRIO 
(promoted), 18. Michael ZULLO 
(returns from injury) 


Out: 16.Daniel BOWLES (omitted) 
Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 


tendon — indefinite), 15.Jacob MEL- 
LING (knee — 3 weeks) 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


Heart Line Up 


1.Andrew REDMAYNE (gk) 
3.Robbie WIELAERT 
6.Patrick GERHARDT 
7.lain RAMSAY 
8.Massimo MURDOCCA 
10.Harry KEWELL (c) 
11.Michael MIFSUD 
13.Jonatan GERMANO 
15.David WILLIAMS 
16.Aziz BEHICH 
17.Jason HOFFMAN 
19.Benjamin GARUCCIO 
20.Tando VELAPHI (gk) 
21.Stefan MAUK 
22.Nick KALMAR 
23.Mate DUGANDZIC 
24.Patrick KISNORBO 
**one to be omitted** 


In: 21.Stefan MAUK (promoted), 
11.Michael MIFSUD (promoted) 


Out: 4.0rlando ENGELAAR (sus- 
pended — one week) 


Unavailable: Nil 


Melbourne Heart v Perth aAENOLY Sun Feb 9 Lavington, Albury 3:00 PM 


All roads 
lead to 


Albury 


When Orlando Engelaar was 
sent off in the 33rd minute 
against Sydney FC last week, the 
writing looked to be on the wall. 
Corey Gameiro’s opener six min- 
utes later compounded issues for 
a Heart side that has a single win 
to their name this campaign. 

What happened next was noth- 
ing short of extraordinary. A tin- 
kering to Heart’s tactics by John 
v’ant Schip set them on their way 
to claim the unlikeliest of three 
points. They extended their unbeat- 
en run to 3 matches, winning their 
last two matches at AAMI Park to 
right some of the wrongs of this 
campaign. 

Their opponents this Sunday - 
Perth Glory, are a team currently 
struggling for form, and who’ve 
only won once away from NIB sta- 
dium this season. 

The 1-1 draw against the Victory 
last week was perhaps welcomed at 
the final whistle by the home side, 
with Andrew Nabbout missing two 
gilt-edged chances late on. The big 
plus to come from that game is the 
goalscoring debut of Darvydas Ser- 
nas, who is sure to feature against 
the Heart too. A poor component of 


Glory’s play is that they’ve strug- 
gled for goals, as Shane Smeltz’s 
form this season has been heavily 
disrupted by injury. His best per- 
formance was against the Heart, 
however. His brace on January 
10th in Glory’s 3-0 win highlighted 
his seemingly everlasting quality at 
this level. It was a game in which 
many thought would mark the 
start of a resurgence, but little has 
materialised since, and the team 
from the west sit in 7th spot. If the 
Glory are to climb highest out of 
the congested pack that will fight 
for the three realistic finals spots, 
the New Zealand international is 
key. This game, like most others, 


will be won and lost in the mid- 
field. Interim coach Kenny Lowe is 
weighing up whether to start Ros- 
tyn Griffiths or fellow new recruit 
Nebojsa Marinkovic alongside 
mainstays Jacob Burns and Steven 
McGarry. Marinkovic is a box-to- 
box midfielder with a keen eye for 
goal, which saw him deployed as 
a playmaker for much of his time 
at Partizan Belgrade. The 27-year 
old is a shrewd signing and will 
turn a few heads with his cultured 
style - but whether he will make 
his debut on a day currently fore- 
cast to be 41 degrees is another 
matter. The Heart’s midfield mix 
is gaining cohesion too, which 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Heart 2.07 Played 12 

Draw 3.65 Heart 3 

Glory 3.75 Glory 6 
Drawn 3 


Referee: Lucien Laverdure 


Radio Broadcast: 774 ABC Melbourne, 

ABC Local Radio Vic 720 ABC Perth, ABC 
Local Radio WA Grandstand Digital, Online/ 
Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#MHTvPER 


Kiss of Death 
Heart 2-1 Glory 


will help the spectacle. Jonathan 
Germano was best afield last week 
against Sydney, his return remind- 
ing everyone what a vital cog he is 
in the Melbourne Heart machine. 
The Argentinian provided fantastic 
cover to the back-line and his goal, 
while being quite fortunate and to 
his benefit, was a huge moment in 
the match. 

It’s easy to get carried away after 
witnessing the type of shift that 
v’ant Schip’s side put in last week, 
but it won’t be straightforward here 
- even if they keep 11 men on the 
park. 

The conditions will be a factor, 
and may slightly suit the Glory if 
temperatures reach 40+. The Heart 
will hope for a positive result above 
all else, as their fine work done to 
enhance football culture in Albury 
comes to the fore here 


Glory Line Up 


1.Daniel VUKOVIC (GK) 
2.Jack CLISBY 
5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS 
7.Jacob BURNS (c) 
8.Nebojsa MARINKOVIC 
9.Shane SMELTZ 
10.Jamie MACLAREN 
14.Steven McGARRY 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17.Chris HAROLD 
18.Jack DUNCAN 
19.Josh RISDON 
23.Michael THWAITE 
25.Riley WOODCOCK 
28.Darvydas SERNAS 
36.William GALLAS 


Ins: 5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS (pro- 
moted), 10.Jamie MACLAREN 
(promoted), 16.Sidnei SCIOLA 
MORAES (promoted) 


Outs: 4.Ryan EDWARDS (omit- 
ted), 11.Adrian ZAHRA (omitted), 
20.Danny DE SILVA (omitted) 


Unavailable: Travis DODD (knee 
- indefinite), Scott JAMIESON 
(achilles - indefinite) 


The activity tracker that makes you move. 


TRACK YOUR ACTIVITY 
REACH YOUR DAILY GOAL 


FOLLOW YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS 


ON SPECIAL THIS WEEK FOR $125.00 
WWW.REFSWORLD.com 


Velee 


Living an active 
been this 
\ The Polar Loop allows anyone to 
track their activity 24/7 and gives 
guidance to reach activity goals. 
Track your moves on your wrist, 
on the web and on your mobile. 


life has never 
un and easy. 


Check the Polar Flow web service and 
learn how all your small choices and daily 
habits can make a world of difference. 
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Jets Line Up 


1.Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk) 
3. Taylor REGAN 

4.Kew JALIENS 
6.Zenon CARAVELLA 
7.Andrew HOOLE 
8.Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9.Emile HESKEY 
11.Craig GOODWIN 
13.Joey GIBBS 
15.Josh BRILLANTE 
16.Jacob PEPPER 
17.James VIRGILI 
19.Michael BRIDGES 
20.Ben KENNEDY (gk) 
21.Sam GALLAWAY 
22.Adam TAGGART 
24.Mitch OXBORROW 
27.Nick WARD 

**Two to be omitted** 


In: 24.Mitch OXBORROW (pro- 
moted) 


Out: 29.Joel GRIFFITHS (sus- 
pended — two weeks) 


Unavailable: 2.Scott NEVILLE 
(knee — long term), 5.Ben KAN- 
TAROVSKI (knee — short term), 
25.Mitch COOPER (knee injury 
— long term) 


f | Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages ra 


Sun Feb 9 Hunter Stadium 5:00 PM 


Phoenix next 
assignment 


for Jets 
ShaunDyas 
Wellington Phoenix head to 
Hunter Stadium this Sunday 
afternoon to face the Newcastle 
Jets in a crucial A-League en- 
counter with more than just 
three points on the line. 

Due to the tightness of the com- 
petition, a win for either the eighth 
placed Phoenix or ninth placed Jets 
will propel them into the top six as 
the playoff race looks like it will 
go down to the wire. 

Wellington will head to town with 

supreme confidence as they are the 
form side of the competition. 
No team has won more matches in 
their last seven encounters than the 
Kiwi side, who have finally adapt- 
ed to Ernie Merrick’s possession 
based game plan. 

Their recent run includes a 5-0 
thrashing of the Victory and a con- 
fident 2-1 win against Adelaide last 
weekend, in a game where they 
could easily have won by a greater 
margin. 

They bring the A-League’s leading 
assist maker in Costa Rican Carlos 
Hernandez (10) and the joint top 
scorer in Stein Huysegems (8) to a 
ground where they tend to do rela- 
tively well in recent clashes. 

The Phoenix won the clash last 


season 3-0 in a game where former 
Jet Jeremy Brockie struck twice in 
a reminder to his former club of his 
goal scoring prowess. 

Newcastle have their own goal 
scoring weapon in Adam Taggart, 
who sits alongside Huysegems in 
the golden boot race in what has 
largely been a breakout season for 
the former Perth player. 

The interesting thing to note about 
Taggart is that his goals have come 
in spurts, with his brace last round 
against the Wanderers being his 
first goals since November. 

The Jets and their new manager 
Clayton Zane will be hoping this 
is an omen for Taggart, as his 
last spurt produced six strikes in 
three games, including a hat-trick 


against the Heart. 

He will be assisted this week in the 
form of the returning Emile Hes- 
key, who missed last weekend due 
to suffering a back spasm late in 
the warm up. 

It is unsure just how this inclusion 

will help the home side, with the 
majority of the Jets better play this 
year being in the absence of their 
marquee man. 
His involvement in the recent 
game away to the Mariners was an 
example of this, with the Jets play- 
ing Taggart up alongside Heskey in 
a 4-4-2. 

They were heavily outnumbered 
in midfield and in my eyes it was 
no coincidence that the Mariners 
skipped away to a 3-0 half time 


Played 20 
Jets 5 

Phoenix 12 

Drawn 3 


Referee: Shaun Evans 


Radio Broadcast: 1233 ABC 
Newcastle, Grandstand Digital. 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#NEWVWEL 


lead. 

The Jets looked better last week 
when the Englishman was a late 
withdrawal and Nick Ward slotted 
into the side just behind Taggart, 
allowing them an extra body in the 
midfield battle. 

If the Jets revert to the 4-4-2 shape 
with Heskey in the side, they may 
yet again be overwhelmed in cen- 
tral areas, which is the last thing 
you need when the opposition has 
the vision and guile of a player like 
Hernandez. 

I have a feeling they will and if 
they do against a currently rampant 
Wellington outfit, they could face 
yet another loss to the New Zea- 
land side. 


All KO times are AEDT 


(rab 


WELLINGTON, 


le 


CPHOENIK. 


Phoenix Line Up 


1.Glen MOSS (gk) 
2.Manny MUSCAT 
3.Reece CAIRA 

6.Josh BRINDELL-SOUTH 
10.Stein HUYSEGEMS 
11.Jeremy BROCKIE 
12.Tyler BOYD 

13.Albert RIERA 

14.Alex RUFER 
15.Jason HICKS 
17.Vince LIA 

18.Ben SIGMUND 
20.Lewis ITALIANO (gk) 
21.Carlos HERNANDEZ 
22.Andrew DURANTE (c) 
23.Matthew RIDENTON 
24.Roy KRISHNA 

**One to be omitted** 


In: 3.Reece CAIIRA (promoted), 
6.Josh BRINDELL-SOUTH 
(promoted), 14.Alex RUFER 
(promoted) 


Out: 5.Michael BOXALL (suspend- 
ed — 1 week), 9.Kenny CUNNING- 
HAM (suspended — 1 week) 


Unavailable: 7.Leo BERTOS (groin 
— 2-3 weeks), 8.Paul IFILL (rup- 
tured Achilles — season), 16.Louis 
FENTON (shoulder — season) 


Saturday 1st February to 
Saturday 22nd February 22nd 


Venue: 
Egan Lee Reserve, Wallace Road, 
Knoxfield 


Teams Competing: 
Knox City FC, Frankston Pines FC, Key- 
sborough FC & Manningham FC 


Due to the extreme heat predicted for 
Saturday (40 plus) Knox City is at- 
tempting to move the following games 


Saturday 8th February 

10am Kick Off — Reserve Team 
Keysborough v Manningham 
Unconfirmed 


9am Kick Off — Reserve Team 
Knox City FC v Frankston Pines 
Confirmed 


2pm kick Off — Senior Team 
Keysborough v Manningham 
Unconfirmed 


11am Kick Off — Senior Team 
Knox City FC v Frankston Pines 
Confirmed 


Round 18: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Sydney FC - 10 Adelaide - 2 Draw - 3 


Eddie 


Wanderers - 9 Roar - 2 - Draw - 4 


Santo 


Cilauro 


Wanderers 
Draw 
Sydney FC 
Heart 
Draw 


Working Dog Productions 


Harper Ex! 


Harper 
ee 


Wanderers 
Mariners 
Sydney 
Heart 
Draw 


LT 
fy 


NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 


Wanderers 
Victory 
Sydney 
Draw 

Jets 


Reigning Tipping Champ 


George 


Donikian 


Roar, 
Victory 
Adelaide 
Heart 
Phoenix 


Media Mogul 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Wanderers 
Mariners 
Sydney FC 
Heart 

Jets 


GM Greek Media Group 


John 
Doyle 


Roar 
Mariners 
Sydney 
Glory 
Jets 
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Original Captain Socceroo 


Mariners - 8 Victory- 5 Draw - 2 


George 
Calombaris 


Draw 

Victory 
Adelaide Utd 
Draw 
Newcastle Jets 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 


Wanderers 
Mariners 
Sydney 
Heart 
Phoenix 


Former Socceroo 


Peter 
Katholos 


Draw 
Mariners 
Sydney 
Heart 
Draw 


Former Socceroo 


Krncevic 


Wanderers 
Mariners 
Sydney FC 
Draw 
Phoenix 


Former Socceroo 


Campbell 


Wanderers 
Mariners 
Sydney FC 
Heart 

Jets 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


38 


Steve 
Blair 


Wanderers 
Mariners 
Sydney FC 
Heart 

Jets 


Former Socceroo 


Heart - 10 Glory- 1 Draw - 4 


Jets -6 Phoenix- 4 Draw-5 


Kiss Of 
Death 


Wanderers 
Draw 
Draw 
Heart 
Phoenix 


GW Contributors 


KNOW YOUR FOOTBALL? ENJOY WRITING? 


WEEKLY 


GW IS SEEKING FOOTBALL CONTRIBUTORS WHO 
KNOW HOW TO WRITE A GOOD GAME. 
Apply within at news@goalweekly.com 


e Pixek: 


Professional, Experienced Photographers 


Season 20° 


Have your Club photos taken this season with us 


Great Package's to suit everyone 


We design your backround with your club colours and logo 
Free copy of each team photos for the clubs 


Contact us at 0407 890 098 or 
live.pixel@hotmail.com 


Top Opta Facts 


Wanderers 


Brisbane Roar 


Western Sydney Wanderers have 
won four of their last five A-League 
matches (including play-offs) against 
Brisbane Roar (L1). 


Brisbane Roar have failed to score 
in three of their last five A-League 
games (including play-offs) against 
Western Sydney Wanderers. 


Shinji Ono has scored in each of the 
previous home meetings with Bris- 
pane Roar in league competition. 


Brisbane Roar have won 19 points 

away from home this season in the A- 
League; six more than any other side. 
Western Sydney Wanderers have lost 


MELBUUKNE 


Melbourne Heart 


only one of their last 14 A-League 
games at home (inc. playoffs), win- 
ning 10 and drawing three. 


Brisbane Roar have won 13 points 
from a possible 15 in their last five 
A-League away games (W4 D1). 


Brisbane will be looking to keep three 
successive clean sheets away from 
home in the A-League for the first 
time since February 2012. 


No player has made more passes this 
season than Brisbane Roar’s Luke 
Brattan (1168) — 151 more than the 
next highest player. 


(Emel 
4 TA 
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Perth Glory 


Melbourne Heart have failed to score 
in four of their last six league meet- 
ings with Perth Glory. 


Perth Glory have won five of the last 
seven encounters with Perth Glory in 
the A-League (L2). 


Shane Smeltz bagged a brace for 
Perth Glory in his last appearance 
against Melbourne Heart. 


After going on a run of 19 A-League 
games without a win, Melbourne 
Heart have won two of their last three 
(W2 D1). 


Heart have conceded a goal in each 
of their last 11 A-League home 
games. 


Perth Glory have lost four of their last 
five A-League away games, netting 
just three goals over this period. 


Sidnei (90) has attempted more 
dribbles than any other player com- 
peting in the A-League this season. 


No player has kept more clean sheets 
this campaign than Perth Glory stop- 
per Danny Vukovic (7). 


Perth Glory’s Shane Smeltz has 
netted three goals from just six shots 
this season. 


Melbourne Victory 


Central Coast Mariners are cur- 
rently unbeaten in five league games 
against Melbourne Victory (including 
play-offs, W2 D3). 


Melbourne Victory have failed to 
score in their last two A-League 
meetings with Central Coasr Mariners 
(play-offs). 


Victory have conceded a goal in each 
of their last eight A-League games; 
the longest current run of its kind in 
the competition. 


Central Coast Mariners have kept six 
clean sheets in their last 11 A-League 
matches. 


Newcastle Jets 


However, in attack, the Mariners have 
mustered just 10 goals themselves in 
these last 11 games in the competi- 
tion. 


Nick Montgomery has made 60 tack- 
les this season; only Adam D’Apuzzo 
(61) has made more. 


Only Albert Riera (56) has made more 
interceptions this season than Mel- 
bourne Victory’s Pablo Contreras (47). 


Only Labinot Haliti (9) has posted 
more shots on target without scoring 
this term than Joshua Rose (8). 


rn) 


WELLINGTON 


Wellington Phoenix Qe.» 


Newcastle Jets have lost to Wellington 
Phoenix in three of their last four home 
meetings there (W1). 


Wellington Phoenix are without a win 
in three league games against New- 
castle Jets (D2 L1) having won the six 
previous encounters. 


No side has won more points from 
their last six games in the A-League 
than Wellington Phoenix (13). 


In fact, Wellington have won five of 
their last seven A-League games — be- 
fore this run, they had won five of their 
previous 30 in the competition. 


Newcastle Jets are on the longest run 


without a win in the A-League (six 
games — L4 D2). 


The Jets have kept just one clean 
sheet in their last 14 league games. 


No player has made more assists this 
season than Carlos Hernandez (6). 


Stijn Huysegems has scored six goals 
in his last seven A-League appear- 
ances for Wellington Phoenix. 


Newcastle Jets striker Adam Taggart 
has netted seven of his eight league 
goals at home this season. 
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Sydney FC are without a clean in 
10 league games against Adelaide 
United. 


Adelaide United have lost just once 
in four league games against Sydney 
FC (W2 D1). 


Sydney FC have won just one of their 
last seven A-League matches (L5 
D1 W1). 


Sydney have lost two A-League home 
games in a row — they have never 
lost three in succession at home in 
the competition. 


A-League | Round 18 
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Round 18 


Adelaide United have won just one 
of their last nine A-League away 
matches (W1 D4 L4). 


Marcelo Carrusca has created 31 
chances for Adelaide United this sea- 
son, 15 more than the next highest 
player at the club. 


No player has been shown more red 
cards this campaign than Adelaide’s 
Nigel Boogaard (2). 


Nick Carle (41) has conceded more 
fouls than any other player in the 
A-League this season. 


Top of the Pops 


Passi ng (Excl.Crosses) Passes 
Accuracy Passes 1 Thomas Broich (Roar) 781 
1 Brisbane Roar 83.0% 9263 2 Luke Brattan (Roar) 686 
2 Mariners 82.7% 8046 3 Vince Lia (WP) 638 
3 Melb Victory 82.2% 8691 4 James Troisi (Victory) 615 
4 Adelaide Utd 81.9% 8066 5 Aaron Mooy (WSW) 595 
5SydneyFC 80.3% 7104 6 Matt McKay (Roar) 542 
6 Wanderers 78.3% 7041 7 Isaias (AUFC) 541 
7 Perth Glory 77.6% 6445 8 Carlos Hernandez (WP) 527 
8 Melb Heart 76.5% 6034 9 Leigh Broxham (Victory) 500 
9 Phoenix 76.4% 7012 10 Adama Traore (Victory) 486 
10 Jets 76.3% 6054 11 Ali Abbas (SFC) 483 
12 Marcelo Carrusca (AUFC) 456 
13 Ivan Franjic (Roar) 438 
14 Mark Milligan (Victory) 434 
15 Manny Muscat (WP) 426 
16 Mitch Nichols (Victory) 425 
17 Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) 425 
18 Albert Riera (WP) 424 
19 Massimo Murdocca (Heart) 420 
20 Nikola Petkovic (SFC) 413 


RAISING 
MY 
* OPINION 
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Windfall for 
Kiwi Football 


New Zealand Football has con- 
firmed that it is anticipating a 
surplus of approximately $6mil- 
lion for 2013 thanks to the com- 
mercial success of the All Whites 
2014 FIFA World Cup play-off 
with Mexico. 

The match at the Cake Tin in Wel- 
lington attracted 35,000 spectators 
but most of the profit came from 
significant television rights with 
international broadcaster Univi- 
sion. The match screened in 130 
countries. 

But the profit is a paltry return for 
the Kiwi effort. It’s like getting a 
slice of bread without butter. It fills 
a hole but when swallowed it goes 
down like cardboard. 

It does not compare to the $35mil- 
lion plus New Zealand Cricket will 


Hitting World Cup pay- |. 
dirt against Mexico 


be pocketing from the current In- 
dian tour. 

Yet it could have been so differ- 
ent had the All Whites played their 
normal attacking game instead of 
digging a trench and defend. Qual- 
ification alone would have earned 
them $12million. Add to this mer- 
chandising and various sponsor- 
ships and one looks at $60million 
plus. 

Personally I can’t wait for Gareth 
Morgan to take over as Chairman 
of the NZF and clean out the of- 
fice. New Zealand football needs 
a facelift. It needs a new direction. 
It needs quality and experienced 
coaching staff at all levels. 
Football in the shaky isles is facing 


exciting times. The youth develop- 
ment programs are in full swing 
and bearing fruit. 

It will be tested next year when 
New Zealand will host the FIFA 
Men’s Under-20 World Cup. 
Preparation for this tournament is 
well advanced. It includes Team 
Wellington, a team participating in 
a senior comp and made up of un- 
der-20 players. In fact a few of the 
under-20’s have seen time at Wel- 
lington Phoenix in the A-League. 


Vicelech calls it a day 
One of New Zealand’s football 
icons will undoubtedly be a role 
model for these youngsters. Ivan 


Ivan Vicelech 
hangs up his 


Vicelich, New Zealand’s most 
capped player has thrown in the 
towel and retired from internation- 
al football. 

The 37 year-old made his inter- 
national debut in 1995 against 
Uruguay and has represented the 
All Whites 98 times over three de- 
cades. He also played for Roda FC 
and Kerkrade FC in Holland in the 
early 2000's. 

Fred de Jong, New Zealand Foot- 
ball’s High Performance Manager 
said: “His remarkable accomplish- 
ments are a testament to not only 
an outstanding talent but also to 
his drive and commitment to be 
the best. His career is a shining 


Ivan Vicelich FactFile 


Appearances/Goals 

88 ‘A’ International caps 

98 All Whites appearances 

7 goals (6 in ‘A internationals) 


New Zealand representative honours 
2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa 

2009 FIFA Confederations Cup South Africa 
2003 FIFA Confederations Cup France 
1999 FIFA Confederations Cup Mexico 
New Zealand U-17 

New Zealand U-20 

New Zealand U-23 


*Andre Zwan is a 
former journalist and 
Government Affairs 
strategist. 


Awards 

OFC Footballer of the Year 2009 

Oceania All Stars XI 2008 

Auckland Sportsman of the Year 2010 
Auckland Overall Sporting Excellence Award 
2010 

New Zealand International Player of the Year 
2002 

New Zealand Young Player of the Year 1994 


example to our next generation of 
players of what it takes on and off 
the field to make it in the extremely 
tough world of high level sport.” 

Vicelich said:” The players coming 
through now are technically better 


than they were in the past and when 
I first started. Ninety percent of the 
players today are professionals.” 


1300 074586 


www.goldenbootfa.com.au 
Connect with us on facebook 
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Playing The Right Way 


Almost 21 years after the formation of the PFA the inaugural President Greg Brown gives 
his insight into what drove the players to form the association, what the early days were 


like and why players will always be the ones that drive reform. 


The PFA Column 


1993-2013 , 
By Beau Busch 


His introduction to Australian 
football was a harsh one, but 
one that reflected the state of 
the game. He had signed with 
what was meant to be a National 
League team. Upon his arrival he 
was informed that they would not 
be playing in the top tier competi- 
tion instead they would compete 
in the NSW State League. 

It was not what Greg Brown was 
expecting when he left New Zea- 
land to sign with Parramatta Eagles 
ahead of the 1987 season. “I need- 
ed a bigger challenge and knew it 
would be a better standard in Aus- 
tralia,” said the Manchester born 
attacker of the decision to move to 
Australia. The challenge would be 
far greater than he anticipated and, 
primarily be fought off the pitch. 

“There was so much instability. 

The governing body were constant- 
ly changing what they were called 
and who was on the board. There 
were times when I needed some 
advice on and I realised there was 
no one to help you. There wasn’t 
even things like the Citizens Bureau 
Advice in England so from inside or 
outside the game there was nowhere 
for you to go.” 
For Brown the dire state of the game 
in Australia would be demonstrated 
when his contract would come to an 
end with Parramatta Eagles in 1992. 
Despite his contract having expired 
the transfer system that operated at 
the time meant the club could de- 
mand a transfer fee from any club 
that was looking to sign him. 
“I went back to the UK and because 
[ had not re-signed there was a cut 
off date and if you hadn’t re-signed 
by then you automatically went on 
the transfer market and the club 
could put a price on you,” said the 
Manchester United youth product. 
“While I was away my wife phoned 
me and said ‘guess what you’re on 
the transfer market and they want 
$98,000.’ I just started laughing. 

“Straight away it annoyed me be- 
cause they had got me for free and 
there was nothing in my contract 
that said they could sell me. But in 
those days there was a little refer- 
ence to the Australian rules that 
said they basically own you and 
they could put whatever price they 
wanted on you even though your 
contract was up.” 


The solution for Brown was that 
the players needed an association. 
Having seen first hand the posi- 
tive impact the PFA had had on the 
game and the careers of players in 
England Brown knew they needed 
a voice. However, setting up a 
players’ association would be far 
from straight forward. 

Generations before him had tried 
and failed before. However, they 
now had the means to do so — le- 
gal expertise in Brendan Schwab. 
Schwab then an articled clerk had 
helped the league’s hottest prop- 
erty Kimon Taliadoros move from 
South Melbourne to Marconi at the 
end of the 1991/1992 season. South 
had demanded a transfer fee for the 
Socceroo despite his contract hav- 
ing expired. In assisting Taliadoros 
to move to Marconi, Schwab be- 
come aware of the huge restrictions 
that were denying the basic rights 
of players and was resolved to re- 
move them. 

“T had been talking to a number 
of boys in Sydney,” Brown said. 
“A lot of senior players had horror 
stories or knew people who did so 
we said we need to get something 
going. This had been going on for 
a long time and when Brendan 
helped Kimon he thought what the 
hell is going on. Word got around 
and Brendan gave me a call and 
said ‘are you trying to get some- 
thing going’ I said ‘yeah’ and he 
said he would like to help and it 
went from there.” 

After a series of promising phone 
calls to the Melbourne based 
Schwab, Brown said their first face- 
to-face meeting made him question 
whether he was the right man for 
the job. “I knocked on the door 
and he answered and I thought we 
had no chance. Brendan was 24-25 
but he looked about 17. In the end 
I think Brendan looking so young 
worked in our favour because the 
federation underestimated him.” 

Despite now having the expertise 
required Brown said it was still a 
long process to get the PFA up and 
running. 

“Brendan called me once and ‘no 
one is signing up, we may as well 
forget it,’ 1 said no what we need to 
do is form the association and build 
it and they will come. We can’t get 
a load of names and then say right 
lets form it. We need to form it first, 
we only needed a core of members 
to start 
“When I played against a club and 
if I knew a player that was sympa- 
thetic I would ask him to get the 
boys signed up and that is how it 
grew. It wasn’t easy it took a lot of 
leg work and phone calls and get- 
ting into the boys ears and eventu- 
ally we convinced enough to form 
it.” 

The next step was gaining lever- 
age to force the governing body to 
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negotiate. 

“We formed an association but 
they really weren’t taking any no- 
tice of us. We had a large chunk of 
the NSL players and high profile 
Socceroos as members but the fed- 
eration did not really want to listen 
to us. We kept filing grievances and 
they kept ignoring them. 

“What had to happen was we had 
to get federally recognised as a 
union and the only way we could 
do that was to amalgamate or start 
a federally recognised union. So 
we joined with the MEAA (Media 
Entertainment and Arts Alliance), 
and they already had a sports arm, 
which basically only had Rugby 
League in it and they did have the 
facility for us to become members 
and once you had a dispute it be- 
came a legal dispute and we would 
then have the chance to go to the 
Industrial Relations Court and that 
gave us the leverage to take them 
to court.” 

With Brown as President, Talia- 
doros as CEO and Schwab as Spe- 
cial Legal Council the leverage 
enabled them to make significant 
reforms in the space of just over 
two years establishing a new NSL 
Standard Player Contract and the 
abolishment of the Transfer and 
Compensation Fee System. 

In 1995 after bringing down the 

transfer and compensation system 
that had severely restricted play- 
ers freedom and stifled the game 
Brown stepped down as President 
and handed the reins to Taliadoros. 
Now working in football as a coach 
in Brisbane the former Socceroo 
said the key to their success was 
that they were acting in the games 
best interest. 
“The players will always push any 
type of reform. When you talk 
about even coaching standards that 
comes from the players. When you 
look at any major reform in any 
country it always comes from the 
players so it was never going to 
happen through anyone else. They 
have a special relationship with the 
game. 

“Tt is very satisfying to know that 
a boy can stay in Australia and 
make a good living is fantastic. 
That doesn’t mean that’s job done 
for the PFA. The players are the 
game and they need to be heard. It 
doesn’t matter whether the game is 
going swimmingly or not, when- 
ever there is anything to discuss 
the players have to be involved be- 
cause they are the game. 

“To say well it is all going swim- 
mingly now, thanks for your efforts 
we can do without you that is not 
right. The PFA will never be irrel- 
evant. The players will always be 
relevant as long as we play football 
and there will never be a time when 
they should not be heard.” 


MEI RNLIDNE HEADT 
We’ve all come such a long way: Kimon Taliadoros presents Melbourne Heart’s 
Media Manager Julius Ross with the Club of the Year award for last season. 
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Mark Boric 


Players must be getting dizzy 
going for a ride on the A-League 
transfer merry-go-round, as it 
seems to be in full gear again 
this transfer window. Plenty of 
players swapped clubs within 
the league, including a few that 
were still under contract. Central 
Coast Mariners did their annual 
offshore clearance, and I’ve heard 
a rumour their kit next season 
will contain a sash, with the word 
SALE emblazoned through it. 

The likes of Isaka Cernak and 
Nick Ward seem to be in a race to 
see who can notch up a stint at ev- 
ery club in the league first. There 
are others who prefer to drift back 
to the same A-League club after an- 
nual stints in Asia. David Carney 
has also found gainful employment, 
joining the Jets. If he plays fourteen 
games for them without getting an- 
other Socceroos cap, it will mean 
tthat he has made as many starts for 
a club as he has for the ‘Roos since 
2008. Staggering. 

Defeat at the hands of Wellington 
Phoenix means that Adelaide Unit- 
ed have suffered their first loss since 
Yoursonisashitkeepergate. Does this 


mean it is now open season on Josep 
Gombau for Val Migliaccio? 

There should be a baton made 
for the in-form A-League player of 
the round who gets labelled as a 
bolter for the World Cup squad to 
pass on from week to week. Film 
them handing it over during the 
week and show it on Kick-Off on 
a Friday night. David Williams and 
Adam Taggart have been up there 
at times. It could be like a reality tv 
show, whoever has possession at the 
end of the season gets that ticket to 
Brazil. 

Maybe even Harry Kewell could 
get to hold it? He has shown his 
class since his return from injury, 
and I suspect he is also benefitting 
from better management. In his first 
A-League spell he seemed very re- 
luctant to perform any media duties 
outside those of his own personal 
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sponsors, but that seems to have 
changed. He has also returned to 
twitter and managed to survive his 
exposure to the haters. Did Bernie 
Mandic do him more harm than his 
injuries? 

This is the paragraph reserved for 
the A-League coach sacking. Not 
sure how to fill it this week. Maybe 
best to practise typing Frank Farina. 
Frank Farina, Frank Farina, Frank 
Farina. Will come in handy soon 
enough. 

There’s been a few heatwaves in 
Melbourne this summer, and things 
could heat up again at the end of 
the week when the FFV announce 
the composition of this year’s new 
NPLY.Will any significant noses be 
put out of joint? Have any secret 
agreements been made? All will 
soon be revealed. 


West Adelaide crowned 3XY Cup winners 


Brandon Galgano 


West Adelaide Hellas have been 
crowned inaugural winners of 
the 3XY Cup following a tense 
penalty shootout victory over 
Victorian Premier League side 
Oakleigh on Sunday night. 

The tournament itself provided 
many spectators with a first glance 
at many of Victoria’s top sides 
with the two interstate sides Ho- 
bart Olympic and West Adelaide 
also making the trip down to Mel- 
bourne. 

The top sides didn’t have it all their 
own way though with Port Mel- 
bourne and South Melbourne both 
knocked out in the group stage al- 
though both sides did field youth- 
ful outfits in their matches. 

Group A saw State League Two 
side Malvern City upset the odds 
with a 1-0 victory over Port Mel- 


bourne in their opener before de- 
feating State league One side West- 
ern Suburbs 2-1 to claim top spot in 
their group. 

Group B saw VPL side Oakleigh 
cruise through the group stage with 
convincing victories over both 
Darebin and South Springvale to 
secure their spot in the quarters. 
Springvale then fought to see them- 
selves come through in second with 
a dramatic win over Darebin. 
Group C was seen by many as the 
group of death with fierce rivals 
South Melbourne and Heidelberg 
United paired together with inter- 
state side West Adelaide the third 
side. It was a relatively straight for- 
ward group in the end though with 
SMFC fielding a weakened outfit 
of trialists and youngsters in both 
matches and this was highlighted in 
their losses by three goals and five 
goals respectively. 

Group D saw VPL runners up 
Bentleigh cruise through the group 
stage with Clifton Hill coming 
through in second place in a group 
containing AEK Waverly and Ho- 
bart Olympic. 


The Quarter Finals produced a num- 
ber of close matches with Malvern 
City’s run coming to an end on 
penalties against South Springvale 
whilst there were convincing wins 
for Bentleigh, Oakleigh and West 
Adelaide. 

West Adelaide then booked their 
spot in the final with a penalty shoo- 
tout victory over surprise packages 
South Springvale whilst Oakleigh 
defeated Bentleigh to book their 
spot in the final. 

The Final itself was a tense affair 
with neither side able to break the 
deadlock before the break. West 
Adelaide then took the lead just five 
minutes into the second half with a 
fantastic strike from Liam Moles- 
worth giving the South Australians 
the lead. Oakleigh then equalised 
off a set piece to take the match to 
penalties which was won by West 
Adelaide 5-4. 

The attention of all clubs will now 
be turned towards furthering prepa- 
rations for the upcoming season 
and finalising squads with the new 
NPL to come into play starting this 
season. 
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In what looked a title defying game league leaders Vic Vipers came pre- 
pared and hungry for victory as Milton Sakkos drilled his troops into 
a victory winning a tightly contested game 7-5 in the end with Metro 
falling further away from the coveted FAFL spots, The Vipers Miguel Bar- 
rigos the star with 3 goals as well as keeper Kieran Pates who was 


brilliant at the other end. 
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Hume and Ashburton have had their struggles from time to time and 
this fixture was no different. Ashburton leading 3-2 with only minutes 
remaining only for struggling stirker Adem Alicevic to finally prove his 
worth and bag a late double to sink the new look Green Machine. 


Futsal 0z Scoreboard 


PEPSI Women’s V-League Premiership 


Results 


EFA Eagles 0-3 Pascoe Vale FC 

FC Richmond 2-1 Melbourne Uni FC 
Ashburton FC 8-5 Vic Vipers FC 
Fitzroy FC 8-3 Heidelberg FC 


Next Round 


Friday 7th February 

7:30pm - 

TBA - Pascoe Vale FC vs Melb Uni FC 
9:00em - Ashburton vs Vic Vipers FC 

9:45pm - Fitzroy FC vs Heidelberg FC 


NIKE Men’s V-League Premiership 


Results 


Mickleham FC 7-7 Metropolitan FC 
Vic Vipers FC 4-9 Fitzroy FO 
Pascoe Vale FO 2-2 Hume FC 
Ashburton FC 19-1 Albert Park FC 


Next Round 


Sun 9th February 

5:00em - Ashburton FO vs Mickleham 
6:00pm - Vic Vipers vs Pascoe Vale FC 
TBA - Metropolitan FC vs Fitzroy FC 
8:00pm - Albert Park FC vs Hume FC 


Top Goal Scorers 


Women’s 

1. Marcela Marques - Melb Uni - 33 
2. Letizia Sammut - Melb Uni FC - 15 
3. Niki Cook - Melbourne Uni FC - 14 
4. |li Jakab - Pascoe Vale FC - 13 

5. Leah Barrett - Ashburton FC - 12 


Mens 

1. Ricardo Castro - Ashburton FC - 34 
2. Juso Julardzija - Metro FC - 30 

3. Ernie Simsek - Metro FC - 26 

4. Sofiane Soufi - Pascoe Vale FC - 24 
5. Jason Barrientos - Vic Vipers - 22 


Compiled by Jimmy Soufis FUTSAL @)2’ The Futbol Town Show every Tuesday 6.30pm on C31 & C44Digital 
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NIKE V-LEAGUE Premiership 
P W LBD F A GD Pts 


1 Vic Vipers FC 715 200111 57 +64 46 
2 Fitzroy FC 712 40 111968 +56 37 
8 Pascoe Vale FC 611 3 0 2100 44 +56 35 
4 Metropolitan FC 710 4 O 8123 86 +37 33 
5 Hume FC if & OOS SS CS 4eileis 
6 Ashburton FC @ 5 802 Gi & ir 
7 Mickleham FC 7 213 0 2 69127 -58 8 
8 Albert Park FC 7 016 0 1 41 194-158 
Pepsi Womens WV-LEAGUE 
PWLBD F A GD Pts 
1 Melboume UniFC 1512 2 0 1 96 27 +69 37 
2 FC Richmond 310 201 65 35430 3 
8 Fitzroy FC 59 40 2 57 54 +3 29 
4 Pascoe Vale FC 89400 59 21488 27 
5 Vic Vipers FC 656 80243 49 -6 17 
a“ 6 Ashburton FC AS OO @ ay ei BA 4 
To kick off the women’s V-league Gee ‘ cee 3 i: a a ie 
Pascoe Vale had a convincing but ‘ : 
far TGIMCORITOEABIAAMI ri eFA Never a dull moment between these two Ashburton lead the pag oar aa eigen eae 
Eagles who continue to vastly im- ae 3-0 with re a le ae con- 4FC Balwyn 713 30111565 +5040 
: : cede a stunning 5 goals and lose 3 points they looked certain 2 CF Brunswick 71110 5 99 65 +3438 
prove their young list and soon fetal. nue . j 8 Moreland FC 6 86 0 2 84 69 415 26 
will be a force in the league. 4 FC Carlton 6 660 4 79 69 +1022 
5 Brimbank FC 6 6708 88109-21 21 
6 FC Melbourme 7 SO) 7 82 5 16 
7 FC Northcote 6 4908 60 85 -2515 
8 FC Essendon 5 21201 49107 -58 7 
State League One 
PW LBODF A GD Pts 
1 FC Collingwood 714 20 1 93 37 +56 43 
2 Brighton FC 712 20 8 97 51 +46 39 
8 FC Prahran f 3 O 4. We) Carly Bs 
4 CF South Melb 787 0 2 88 76+12 26 
5 Toorak FC 76 70 4 CO 10 30 22 
6 FC Hawthorn 7 OPO 2 1 &B Aly Zo 
7 FC Footscray 7 41800 62106 -44 12 
8 Coburg Athletic 7 2150 O 58113 -60 6 
State League Two 
PWLBODF A GD Pts 
1 Doncaster FC AZO) tS Sirs Gir 
2 FC Preston FAW (0) 7S) (isi E10) se! 
= ~ 3 Mcleod FC T1OS OB B27 9) EP 
Top of the table clashes are always tough and this was no different when Richmond knocked off : ae C 2 f : S a e . 
ladder leaders Melbourne Uni 3-2 in one of the games of the season to date and set themselves 6 FC Geelong 751101 92 7941316 
up to steal top spot. 7 Elsternwick FC FOO 1 ee Fl=is We 
8 FC St Kida 7 5120 O 76 93-17 15 
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To finish off our Round 17 contests in form Fitzroy destroyed what was a disgraceful Albert Park 
23-1 which made for Albert Park to now have conceded 66 goals in 3 games. For Fitzroy though 
take nothing away goal from everyone Fernando De Moraes the main contributor with 6 as fel- 
low Brazilian Joao Silveira was outstanding throughout. 


Closing out the ladies draw Fitzroy as expected 
had a comfortable win over Heidelberg 8-3 
Dani Gudelj (Pictured left) and Natasha Rooney 
the stars both snarring hat tricks. 
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Soeial Peascne 
competitions 


* Men’s & Women’s Social Leagues 
* Mixed Social Leagues 


* Junior Leagues (noys & girts) 


* Elite Leagues (» 


Trainin: 


ie haseeane 


Uunrnrars Whsteo Bernas 


e Preschool program ° Futsal training 


¢ Social League training 


* Junior Oz Clinics 
* Elite Futsal League 


* Elite training 


(see ‘ALL Juniors— Boys & Girls ‘from 2 years to 16 years of age’) 


© Junior training 


* School Holiday Program 


+ Elite Futsal training 


* Social Junior Leagues 


By Pablo Bateson 


We continue with analysis 

for each group and every 

team participating at this 
year’s tournament. 


‘A. Confederation: 
»\ CONMEBOL 
Nickname: La 

Albiceleste 
Winners: 1978, 
1986 
Runners up: 


1930, 1990 

Quarter-finals: 1966, 1998, 2006, 
2010 

Round 2 (different format): 
1982 

Round of 16: 1994 

Qualified: 16 times 

Most capped player: 

Javier Zanetti (145 games and 5 
goals) 

All-time top goal scorer: 

Gabriel Batistuta (56 goals from 78 
appearances) 

FIFA ranking: 3 


1974, 


Argentina seemingly cruised 
through their qualification cam- 
paign under head coach Ale- 
jandro Sabella. Importantly, it 
appears that the ‘right’ balance 
has been achieved in terms of 
the effective integration of Lionel 
Messi’s unique skills. 

It is fair to say that “La Albice- 
leste” has under-achieved since 
the 1986 and 1990 World Cups. 
So much was promised and despite 
glimpses of brilliance like that 
memorable demolition in 2006 of 
a hapless Serbia and Montenegro 
side, the quarter-finals became a 
barrier too great. 

Like Spain and Brasil, they have 
superstar quality and depth across 
the park. In midfield, the brilliance 
of Messi (83 caps and 37 goals) is 
complemented by Real Madrid’s 
Angel di Maria (44 appearances 
and 9 goals) and former Liverpool 
star Maxi Rodriguez (52 games and 
15 goals), now with Newell’s Old 
Boys. 

Up front, Manchester City striker 
Sergio Aguero (49 appearances and 
21 goals) and Gonzalo Higuain (21 
goals and 35 caps) from Napoli 
provide wonderful attacking op- 
tions. 

Defensive prowess is epitomised 
by Manchester City’s Pablo Za- 
baleta (35 appearances) at right 
back. However with many selec- 
tion changes over the past year it 
is difficult to predict who from an 
emerging new generation of de- 
fenders will cement their spots in 
the final squad. Even the likes of 
Newcastle United’s Fabricio Co- 
loccini (39 caps and one goal) and 
Federico Fernandez (23 games and 
two goals) on loan from Napoli to 
Getafe are not assured of starting 
line up positions. 

Argentina will be well pleased 
with having to play all three games 
in milder conditions compared with 
venues in the more humid tropical 
north. They should get off to a fly- 
ing start at the Maracana; a positive 
omen perhaps for much later in the 
tournament? 


Your comments and feedback welcome via Twitter @PabloFootball 


Javad Nekounam (Iran) 
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Confederation: 
UEFA 

Nicknames: Zma- 
jevi (Dragons) 
Qualified: not pre- 
viously since entry 
in 1998 

Most capped player: 

Zvjezdan Misimovic (79 times and 25 
goals) 

All-time top goalscorer: 

Edin Dzeko (33 goals in 59 games) 
FIFA ranking: 19 


The “Zmajevi” finished equal 
top with Greece in their group, 
and qualified on their vastly su- 
perior goal difference scoring an 
incredible 30 times from only 10 
matches. Coached by the former 
legend of Paris Saint Germain in 
Safet Susic, it is their attacking 
qualities that will worry their op- 
ponents the most. 
The team should be led by captain 
and central defender Emir Sphic 
(71 appearances and three goals) 
from Bayer Leverkusen. 
German-born Zvjezdan Misimo- 
vic (a record 79 caps and 25 goals) 
from Guizhou Renhe in China is 
a dominant attacking midfielder. 
Alongside in the playmaking role 
is Miralem Pjanic (46 games and 
eight goals) who is back this sea- 
son as a regular starter for Roma in 
the Serie-A. 
Up front the main strike options are 
the brilliant Edin Dzeko (33 goals 
from 59 appearances) with Man- 
chester City and Stuttgart’s Vedad 


a: 


Ibisevic (52 caps and 20 goals). 


Perhaps the greatest challenge for 
Bosnia Herzegovina will be facing 
Argentina in the opening game and 
then a must bounce back next game 
with Nigeria. Also, their last game 
will be difficult in the tropical hu- 
midity of Salvador at a lpm local 
time kick off. 


Confederation: 


| Nickname: Team 
| Mehdi — (National 
Team) or Shirants 
Perse (Persian Li- 
ons) 

Best finish: never beyond group 
stage 

Qualified: 4 times 

All-time top goal scorer and most 
capped player: 

Ali Daei (109 goals from 149 games) 
FIFA ranking: 34 


Although Iran topped their fi- 
nal group stage to qualify, they 
scored only eight goals from as 
many games while conceding 
only twice. They will be very 
well prepared with an ambitious 
schedule of nine lead up ‘friend- 
lies’ from mid March to early 
June, although interestingly 
not one against South America 
teams. Perhaps they are already 
writing off any chance against 
Argentina! 

In the ‘post Ali Daei era’, their 
best attacking options include the 
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Lionel Messi (Argentina) 
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former Osasuna star midfielder and 
current national team captain Ja- 
vad Nekounam (37 goals and 135 
caps). 


An exciting new revelation over 
the past year has been striker Reza 
Ghoochannejha (eight goals from 
only 10 games) who recently trans- 
ferred to Charlton Athletic, and the 
right midfield includes Fulham’s 
Ashkan Dejagah (10 appearances 
and four goals). 

Central defence features the ver- 
satile Jalal Hosseini (82 caps and 
six goals) with Persepolis in Iran, 
while left back Ehsan Hajsafi with 
Sepehan at age only 23 years al- 
ready has 56 caps and two goals. 

Iran must at least avoid defeat in 
their opening game in Curitiba to 
have any chance of securing sec- 
ond place. If that happens, then 
anything is possible with condi- 
tions in Salvador likely to suit the 
Persians. 


Confederation: 
CAF 

Nickname: Super 
Eagles 

Best finish: Round 
16 in 1994, 1998 
Qualified: 5 times 
Most capped 


player: 

Joseph Yobo (95 games and 7 goals) 
All-time top goal scorer: 

Rashidi Yekini (37 goals from 58 ap- 
pearances) 

FIFA ranking: 33 
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John Obi Mikel (Nigeria) 


After blatant interference by the 
political leadership in the after- 
math of their 2010 World Cup 
finals campaign, Nigeria came 
back into the FIFA family and 
undertook a rebuilding process. 
The signs were already promis- 
ing by winning the African Cup 
of Nations title in early 2013 for 
the third time. 

The “Super Eagles” were guided 
through qualification comfortably 
by Stephen Keshi who is a ‘home 
grown’ head coach, somewhat of a 
rarity nowadays in African national 
team football. 

Their key strikers include Em- 
manuel Emenike (9 goals from 19 
appearances) with Turkish giant 
Fenerbache and who scored a brace 
in Nigeria’s 2-1 away first leg win 
in the play offs last November. 
His main partner could be Victor 
Obinna (12 goals and 47 caps) who 
recently returned to Chievo. 

In midfield, they have John Obi 
Mikel (a regular starter for Chelsea) 
with 55 caps and four goals as well 
as his former club team-mate, the 
attacking right sided Victor Moses 
(17 games and six goals), currently 
on loan to Liverpool. 

It is doubtful that veteran defender 
Joseph Yobo (recently loaned to 
Norwich) with a record 95 caps, 
will once again lead the national 
side. Goal-keeper Vincent En- 
yeama (88 caps) who this season 
kept clean sheets in 11 consecutive 
games for Lille in French Ligue 1 is 
likely to be preferred as captain. 

Defensive stability includes a re- 
cent signing to Monaco in left back 
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Argentina (22 
Bosnia 
Iran m\S 
Nigeria ee cup 


Argentina vs Bosnia-Herze- 
govina 
15 June in Rio de Janeiro 


Iran vs Nigeria 
16 June in Curitiba 


Argentina vs Iran 
21 June in Belo Horizonte 


Nigeria vs Bosnia-Herzegov- 
ina 
21 June in Cuiaba 


Nigeria vs Argentina 
25 June in Porto Alegre 


Bosnia-Herzegovina vs Iran 
25 June in Salvador 


This is Argentina’s chance for the ultimate 
World Cup triumph, on the home soil of 
their fiercest rivals. In turn, it is a unique 
opportunity for Messi to contribute to a 
success that would all but silence those 
critics (and some cynics) yet to rate him 
as an equal alongside the two greatest 
of all time, in Pele and Maradona. In the 
meantime, it is hard to conceive of any- 
thing other than them topping the group 
very comfortably. 


Who fills second place is very open, with 
all three aspirants being realistic con- 
tenders. Nigeria may have a slight edge 
based upon their previous World Cup 
finals record and experience, the condi- 
tions in Brasil and familiarity through 
playing at last year’s Confederations 
Cup. The draw also sees them not play- 
ing Argentina until the final match day, a 
significant advantage. 


Iran will have to lift in terms of creating 
and converting more goal scoring oppor- 
tunities, a difficulty they experienced in 
many of their qualifiers. 


Bosnia-Herzegovina has wonderful at- 
tacking qualities, no previous experience 
in WC finals and will most likely have to 
bounce back quickly after the opening 
game with the group favourites. 


1. Argentina 

2. Nigeria 

3. Bosnia-Herzegovina 
4. Iran 


Elderson, with 38 appearances and 
two goals. Efe Ambrose (33 games 
and one goal) is a regular starter for 
Celtic in Scotland, and provides 
versatility as either a centre back or 
as defensive midfielder. 

If Nigeria can win their opening 
game, they will be quietly confi- 
dent of doing enough against Bos- 
nia Herzegovina to be in a good 
position to progress. 


Next week in GW: 
Group G 


— 
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Andrew Bishara 


Mourinho delivers 
a Trojan horse 


Well, it was an interesting week 
of the Premier League, with a 
few surprises and some exciting 
results. 

We’ ll start off with the biggest re- 
sult of the round: Chelsea’s 1-0 win 
over Manchester City at the Etihad 
Stadium, which ended City’s 20- 
match unbeaten in all competitions, 
as well as ending their unbeaten 
run at home. 

Branislav Ivanovic scored the 
game’s only goal, in a match that 
Chelsea dominated from the start, 
despite many pundits believing that 
Jose Mourinho would send out a 
defensive lineup. 

Instead Chelsea played a fast, at- 
tacking brand of football, and were 
unlucky to only win by one. 

Post-match, Mourinho typically 
insisted that his side was not in the 
title race, and it was only between 
City and league leaders Arsenal. 

“Two horses and a little horse, a 
nice horse that still needs milk 
and to learn how to jump. A horse 
that next season can race,” said 
Mourinho comparing his side to a 
little horse. 

“Arsenal deserve it more than us. 
They are top of the league and they 
are the favourites. We go behind 
them and play and watch.” 

The Gunners are now back to the 
top of the table, after a routine 2-0 
win over Crystal Palace. 

Two goals by Alex Oxlade-Cham- 


Super Bran: Ivanovic celebrates giving Chelsea the lead in the first half 


ENGLAND EPL 


P WODkUL F A GD Pts 


1 Arsenal ZANT A eA Tamed 
2Manchester City 24 17 2 5 68 27 
3 Chelsea 2416 5 3 44 20 
4 Liverpool PAM AR One OmmOGHEEZS 
5 Everton GE By Bs 
6 Tottenham Hotspur 24 13 5 6 31 32 
7 Manchester United 24 12 4 8 39 29 
8 Newcastle United 24 11 4 9 32 31 
9 Southampton 249 8 7 34 2 
10 Aston Villa PES Tp TS il ah 
11 Stoke City 246 7 111 24 38 
12SwanseaCity 24 6 6 12 29 35 
13 Hull City Pe Ty Rt) 
14 Sunderland AL @ We wa 3g 
15 Norwich City AT We a ah 
16 West Bromwich...24 4 11 9 28 34 
17CrystalPalace 24 7 2 15 15 33 
18WestHam United 24 5 7 12 24 33 
19 Cardiff City 245 6 13 19 41 
20 Fulham 24 Oe ee eS 


Newcastle 0 - 3 Sunderland Liverpool v Arsenal 

puns West Ham 2-0 Swansea City Aston Villa v West Ham 
+26 55 WDWWW Cardiff City 2-1 Norwich City Chelsea v Newcastle 
+41 53 LWWWW Everton 2 - 1 Aston Villa Crystal Palace v WBA 
+24 53 WOWWW Fulham 0-3 Southampton Norwich City v Man City 
Smee. Hull City 4 - 4 Tottenham Southampton v Stoke City 
4 44 DLWWW Stoke City 2- 1 Man United Sunderland v Hull City 
+10 40 LWLWL WBA 1 - 4 Liverpool Swansea City v Cardiff City 
+1 97 LDWLL Arsenal 2 - 0 Crystal Palace Tottenham v Everton 
ee ante Man City 0-1 Chelsea Man Utd v Fulham 
-14 25 WLLLD 
6 24 LWLLL One To Watch This Weekend... 
7 24 DLLLL 
1.24 WWDWL The battle for fourth place is on, with Tottenham 
18 24 LDWLD hosting Everton on Sunday night. This will prove to 
6 23 DLDLW be a cracker. 
18 23 LWWLD 
9 22 WDLWL 
-22 21 WLLLL 
31 19 LLLLW 


Latest Results Next Match 


berlain was enough for the Gunners 
to take advantage of City’s loss to 
be out-right leaders. 

Goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny 
said the team see themselves as 
heading in the right direction, es- 
pecially with the difficult fixtures 
to come. 

“We’ve got a couple of difficult 
fixtures now but we look at it as a 
chance for us to create an even big- 
ger gap between us and the teams 
behind us. We’re looking forward 
to it and we’re very positive” he 
said. 

First up for the Gunners is an away 
trip to Anfield to face Liverpool. 
The Reds suffered a 1-1 draw over 
the weekend courtesy of a Kolo 
Toure mistake, which gifted West 
Bromwich the equaliser, after Dan- 
iel Strurridge put them ahead. 

The draw keeps Liverpool in the 
final Champions League spot, two 
points ahead of Merseyside rivals, 
Everton. 

The Toffees pulled out a comeback 
victory over Aston Villa on the 
weekend, thanks to two late goals 
by Kevin Mirallas and Steve Nai- 
smith. 

It keeps the race for the final Eu- 


ropean spot wide open with Tot- 


ed a further four points behind. 


the Britannia Stadium. 


David Moyes brought his big guns: 


for the game with Robin Van Persie : will be travelling to Anfield to take 


Wayne Rooney and new signing — on Brendan Rodgers’ men, in what 


: will kick start a grueling two week 
The Potters went ahead courtesy : tun for the Gunners. 
of a deflected Charlie Adam goal, : : : 
before Van Persie equalised at the ; troops will play Manchester United 
start of the second half. The lead : 


didn’t last long, as Adam scored a : Emirates in the FA Cup. Another 


: three days later and the Gunners 
Moyes though was adamant that : will be facing off against Champi- 
ons League holders, Bayern Mu- 


Juan Mata all starting the game. 


cracker to claim the points. 


his team was better on the day. 


“T thought we were the better | 
team,” Moyes said. “We got to the | 
byline eight, nine, 10 times but the : 
ball back never picked someone out | - 
» cerns over Mikel Arteta and Alex 
“In the end we lose to a free kick | Oxlade-Chamberlain 
from 30 yards with a massive de- | to nothing. 


flection and a worldy (a world- : 5 
: without captain Thomas Vermael- 


in the box. That was our undoing. 


class strike).” 


It was United’s eighth loss of the } ~, ki If inj Th 
Premier League season and leaves : PIRATE Mee Sane Ueda ae 


its chances of making the Champi- 


tenham only one point behind, after _ 0S League a real struggle. 


they drew 1-1 with Hull City. Last ; 
year’s champions Manchester Unit- : 


That was perhaps the biggest sur- _ This weekend will look to bring 


prise of the round, with Stoke City : Up some entertaining clashes; 


defeating Manchester United 2-1 at ; path the first one-up in the load 


: being Arsenal versus Liverpool. 


As mentioned earlier, The Gunners 


Three days later, Arsene Wenger’s 


before welcoming Liverpool to the 


nich. 

Wenger will be overjoyed to heart 
that Jack Wilshere is set to return 
to the starting line-up, with con- 
eventuating 


However, the Gunners are still 


en, who looks set to miss out after 


also without Mathieu Flamini, who 
is suspended, Aaron Ramsey (In- 
jured) and new loan signing Kim 
Kallstrom, who picked up an injury 
on his day of training. 

As for Liverpool, Rodgers has no 
injury concerns, with all his key 
players ready for another tough 
fixture. Whether or not, Rodgers 
makes any chances to the game day 
team, will be decided in the last 
minute. 

Following that clash, Chelsea 
faces a tricky task against New- 
castle United. The last time these 
two teams met, Alan Pardew’s men 
won 2-0 in a pulsating game. 

The Magpies got pummeled 3-0 by 
their bitter rivals, Sunderland, last 
weekend and will be looking to get 
back on track for a Europa League 
spot. 

The visitors are in turmoil at the 
moment, with general manager Joe 
Kinnear being sacked, right after 
the departure of key playmaker Yo- 
han Cabaye, who joined PSG over 
the winter transfer period. 

Pardew will be without key striker 
Loic Remy and skipper Fabricio 
Coloccini 

Chelsea is coming off its impres- 


sive win over Manchester City at 
the start of the week, and will be 
hoping to maintain its pressure on 
the Gunners. Jose Mourinho has 
typically played down his team’s 
chances, but there is no question 
they are in the title hunt. 
Manchester City will be looking 
to bounce back from that defeat 
when it hosts whipping boys Nor- 
wich City. The Canaries lost 7-0 
the last time the two teams faced 
each other. 
But with City missing keys players 
in Sergio Aguero and Fernandinho, 
and Norwich fighting to stay in the 
Premier League, this game could 
go two ways: City respond back in 
typical fashion and repeat the same 
scoreline; or the Canaries fight for 
the points. 
As for its crosstown rivals, Man- 
chester United will travel to strug- 
gling Fulham. David Moyes is 
under real pressure to ensure that 
United fight for an European spot 
by the end of the season. Fulham 
are fighting for relegation, so this 
won’t be an easy clash for the Red 
Devils. 


Follow Andrew on Twitter 
@_andrewbishara 


London 


Eye 
Robert Davis 


The general feeling around the 
appointment of Gus Poyet at 
Sunderland in October was that 
it was a risky one. 


Many of the doom-mongers at the 
Stadium Of Light pointed to his 
lack of managerial experience at 
the top level, having only previ- 
ously managed Brighton & Hove 
Albion in the third and second tier 
of English football. Others high- 
lighted his fiery relationship with 
the Seagulls board towards the end 
of his tenure with the South-coast 
club. Did the fans want another 
managerial hothead in the dugout 
having just relieved the duties of 
Paolo Di Canio and his misplaced 
passion? As we make our way into 
February though, question marks 
regarding the Uruguayan tactician 
have been more than answered. 


The turnaround under Poyet has 
been absolutely remarkable, con- 
sidering how much they struggled 
under Di Canio throughout August 
and September. What the Black 
Cats have now is a tactically astute 
and knowledgeable manager in 
charge as they look to steer them- 
selves to Premier League safety, an 
outcome that looks more and more 
likely as the weeks of the season 
dwindle away. The former Chelsea 
player started with the exact same 
hand Di Canio had dealt himself 
and, along with a few January ar- 
rivals, they have gone on to be- 
come one of the form teams in the 
league, losing just once in the last 
14 games in all competitions. 

The decision to reinstate Lee Cat- 


www.goalweekly.com 


termole and Phil Bardsley to the 
squad has been well documented 


and there’s no doubt they’ve 
played a big part in the team’s 
change of fortunes. Former Mid- 
dlesbrough man Cattermole has 
in fact performed so well since his 
return that he has received interest 
from Italian high-fliers Napoli for 
his services and was almost on his 
way to Stoke City for £5million on 
deadline day. 

There has also been a resurgence 
in England’s forgotten wide-man 
Adam Johnson after it looked like 
he had taken a few steps back in 
his development. Once believed to 
be an England regular, confidence 
has been reinstalled in the winger 
since the change in the dugout and 
we are now once again seeing the 
form that caused Manchester City 
to cough up £7million for his ser- 
vices back in 2010. He’s currently 
the top scorer at the club with sev- 


en goals so far this season and has 
certainly got an outside chance of 
making the England squad for the 
World Cup in the summer. 

Along with Johnson, the faith put 
into goalkeeper Vito Manonne has 
reaped rewards and the Italian has 
repaid his manager with a string 
of fine performances and match- 
winning saves. The former Arse- 
nal stopper has been not only one 
of the most improved players this 
term but is also in contention to be 
named in the Premier League team 
of the season. Manonne has in pre- 
vious years been susceptible to a 
howler or two but now looks more 
confident and commanding with 
each passing game. 

Whilst the former Tottenham 
Hotspur midfielder has prided him- 
self on the slick style of football he 
implemented during his previous 


managerial reign, many realised 
there may have been a transitional 
period when he took over at Sun- 
derland as he prioritised safety over 
attractive football. For the most part 
though, his tactics are reasonably 
similar. Sticking with his favoured 
4-5-1 formation, the fullbacks have 
to be good when going forward, 
which explains Bardsley’s return. 
Inigo Calderon was preferred at 
Brighton under Poyet for just this 
reason, despite having question 
marks about his defensive capabili- 
ties. The addition of left-back Mar- 
cus Alonso in January again caters 
to this system and despite not hav- 
ing the best of seasons at Fiorentina, 
the young Spaniard should flourish 
in the North of England thanks to 
his attacking capabilities. 

At the other end of the pitch, Jozy 
Altidore continues to start the ma- 


jority of games ahead of Steven 
Fletcher, much to the dismay of 
those at the Stadium Of Light due 
to the American’s ability to not 
score. His worth in the side should 
not be looked at by his goal-scoring 
record though (just one so far this 
season). He simply works harder 
than Fletcher, allowing those 
around him with more ability time 
and space. Craig Mackail-Smith 
and Leonardo Ulloa had similar 
attributes in the lone-striker role, 
albeit scoring a few more in the 
process at Brighton. Both are big, 
strong centre-forwards that put in 
a hell of a shift and terrorised de- 
fences more times than not through 
their sheer work-rate and presence. 

Across the middle, Liam Brid- 
cutt was brought in after winning 
player of the year two seasons in 
a row during Poyet’s tenure at the 
AMEX Stadium. The former Chel- 
sea academy player will occupy 
the holding role as he did with the 
Seagulls and his arrival is likely to 
finally spell the end of Cattermole’s 
time at Sunderland during the sum- 
mer. Bridcutt’s discipline in front 
of the back four and ability on the 
ball will allow fellow midfielders 
Sebastian Larsson and Ki Sung-Ye- 
ung to exploit space in dangerous 
areas of the pitch. 


It’s all about confidence and hard 
work for Poyet’s teams and the one 
he has inherited and added to at 
Sunderland is no different. There 
was a huge risk in hiring someone 
without Premier League experience 
in an attempt to save a team that 
looked devoid of any inspiration as 
they were cut adrift at the bottom of 
the table. The gamble though looks 
to be paying off in spectacular fash- 
ion as they continue to climb the 
league into mid-table obscurity. 

Di Canio’s reign of terror is a long 
and distant memory. All hail King 
Poyet. 
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SPORTS 


FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 20 Preview 
Show 7:00pm ist Airing 


SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 
Scottish Cup Round 5 Rangers v 
Dunfermline 6:25am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 20 
Monchengladbach v Leverkusen 
8:30am 1st Airing 

Copa Libertadores First Stage 2nd 
Leg Highlights Show 12:10pm 1st 
Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 30 : 
Yeovil v Leeds 11:15pm LIVE 


SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 30 
Teams TBC 2:00am LIVE on setan- | 
tasportsplus.com 

Scottish Cup Round 5 Celtic v 
Aberdeen 1:30pm 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 19 Nuremburg v 
Bayern Munich 5:10pm 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 19 Werder 
Bremen v Dortmund 7:00pm ist 
Airing 

Bundesliga Round 19 Hamburg v 
Hertha Berlin 8:50pm 1st Airing 
Scottish Cup Round 5 Dundee 
United v St Mirren 10:55pm LIVE : 


MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 19 Stuttgart v 
Augsburg 4:00am 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 19 Schalke v 
Hannover 5:50am 1st Airing 
Primera Division Round 2 Teams 
TBC 8:10am LIVE 

Primera Division Round 2 Teams - 
TBC 11:15am LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 

Bundesliga Round 20 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm ist Airing 

Sky Bet Championship 

Round 30 Highlights Show 
9:00pm 


TUESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 30 
Derby v QPR 6:45am LIVE 


THURSDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 
Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 1 Leon v Flamengo 
10:50am LIVE 


FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 

Skrill Premier Round 34 Chester v 
Halifax 6:25am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 21 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 


SATURDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 21 Mainz v Han- : 
nover 6:25am LIVE 


SUNDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 21 Bayern Mu- 
nich v Freiburg TBC 1st Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 

31 TBC v TBC 2:00am LIVE on 
setantasportsplus.com 
Bundesliga Round 21 Leverkusen v : 
Schalke 4:25am LIVE : 
Bundesliga Round 21 Dortmund ° 
v Frankfurt 8:20am 1st Airing 
Scottish Premiership Round 26 i 
Celtic v St Johnstone 11:40pm LIVE: 


MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 21 Augsburg v 
Nuremburg 4:30am 1st Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 31 : 
OPR v Reading 2:25am LIVE : 
Bundesliga Round 21 Hertha Berlin : 
v Wolfsburg 6:20am 1st Airing : 
Primera Division Round 2 TBC v 
TBC 8:10am LIVE 

Primera Division Round 2 TBC v 
TBC 11:10am LIVE i 
Bundesliga Round 21 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 31 
Highlights Show 9:50pm tséAiring 


: WEEK 26 
: Sat Feb 8 Liverpool v Arsenal 
°11.30 pm 


‘Sun Feb 9 Chelsea v Newcastle 
:1.50 am 


: Sun Feb 9 Norwich v Manchester City 
1.50 am 


: Sun Feb 9 Aston Villa v West Ham 
: 1.50 am 


“Sun Feb 9 Crystal Palace v West Brom 
1.50 am 


Sun Feb 9 Southampton v Stoke 
1.50 am 


‘Sun Feb 9 Sunderland v Hull 
1.50 am 


Sun Feb 9 Swansea v Cardiff 
4.20 am 


‘Mon Feb 10 Tottenham v Everton 
12.20 am 


Mon Feb 10 Manchester United v Fulham 
2.50 am 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
: ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX 1 


Fri Feb 7 Wanderers v Brisbane 
Sat Feb 8 mariners v Victory 
:5.30 pm 


: Sat Feb 8 Sydney v Adelaide 
7.45 pm 


: Sun Feb 9 Melb Heart v Perth 
:3.00 pm 


“Sun Feb 9 Jets v Phoenix 
5.00 pm 


_ SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 
: Every Sunday 7.00pm 


“SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 
: Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


_ SPANISH LA LIGA 
:Mon Feb 9 Real Madrid v Villarreal 
: 5.55 am Fox 3 
Tue Feb 10 Sevilla v Barcelona 
6.55 am Fox 1 
SBS ONE 
Evey Friday 


Soccer Sideshow 


Couch Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
All times AEDT 
All games LIVE unless stated 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


Fox 3 


Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


7.30 pm Fox 1 
Fox 1 
Fox 1 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


7:30 pm A-League Live 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
8:40 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 


TV 
Heaven 


Matthew Naqvi 


The A-League is really getting to 
the serious end of the season and 
this round with two clashes be- 
tween the top four teams. These 
games will determine the set-up 
of the top two and whether Bris- 
bane will land the premiership 
plate. 

Friday night’s game on SBS is the 
game of the season we have been 
waiting for with the two most con- 
sistent teams, Brisbane Roar and 
Western Sydney Wanderers, going 
at it. Brisbane demonstrated their 
heart and belief with their come 
from behind (and very late) victory 
over Central Coast Mariners last 
week. This win ensured the favou- 
ritism of Roar’s title chances. 
Western Sydney Wanderers have 
been in decent form of late. Last 


week they were a little unlucky to 
concede a very late goal against 
Newcastle Jets which resulted in a 
draw. The Wanderers will be hop- 
ing to score the big win over Bris- 
bane and continue to reduce the 
points gap between the two teams. 

I predict an upset with Western 
Sydney Wanderers scoring a 2-1 
win away against the league lead- 
ers. 

Saturday afternoon follows up 
with the third versus fourth battle 
between the indifferent Melbourne 
Victory and the resurgent Central 
Coast Mariners. 

The Mariners will be extremely 
disappointed with the loss against 
Brisbane. They were a few minutes 
away from a draw with the league 
leaders and edging close to the top 
but were stopped by a Besart Ber- 
isha goal to seal the win. 
Melbourne Victory broke their two 
game losing streak with a draw on 
the road against Perth Glory but 
didn’t get the result they wanted. 
Latest recruit Tommy Rogic had 
his first start for the Victory and 


played very well. 

Central Coast will fancy their 
chances with home ground ad- 
vantage and the mixed form of 
Melbourne Victory, but you can 
never count out Victory. This will 
be a tight contest with both sides 
desperate to score and then defend 
to close out the match. This could 
very well end 1-all, satisfying nei- 
ther club nor supporters. 

Sunday afternoon also features 
W-League action on ABC1 with 
Brisbane Roar Women taking on 
Melbourne Victory Women. Both 
teams are guaranteed a spot in the 
semi-finals so there will be less 
pressure to win, however form 
and confidence is paramount go- 
ing into the finals. A draw in a sub- 
dued game would be fine for both 
teams to reduce the risk of injury 
and fatigue but something tells me 
both sides will play at their best to 
achieve the three points and pos- 
sibly land into second spot to host 
a semi-final. Melbourne Victory 
should take home the points and 
a home final, giving them the best 


chance to play consecutive Grand 
Finals. 

The English Premier League com- 
pletes the huge weekend of football 
with a cracker between Liverpool 
and Arsenal. Liverpool squandered 
a chance to reduce the gap between 
them and the top three teams with 
a draw against West Brom and will 
be desperate to prove their worth 
against league leaders Arsenal. The 
Gunners have had a relatively easy 
tun of late and this game may just 
shake them up. Liverpool needs the 
win to keep Everton and Tottenham 
at bay and keep in touch with the 
leaders. Liverpool to win 3-2. 

Don’t forget to get your football 
wrap-up fix with SBS’s The A- 
League Highlights Show hosted by 
Craig Foster and The World Game 
on Monday night. Santo, Sam and 
Ed’s Total Football is a must watch 
for a comical look at the weeks’ ac- 
tion over on Foxtel. Thursday FC is 
another option for laughs on Thurs- 
day night on SBS. 

Enjoy plenty of football action this 
weekend and hopefully your team 
wins. 


Nth Geelong and Corio share points in Geelong Community Shield 


North Geelong and Corio drew 
two-all in the opening match in the 
2014 Geelong Community Shield 
which this year celebrates the di- 
versity of the groups involved in 
the local game. The curtain raiser 
involved a team of youngsters 
from Afghanistan and another 
made up of players from seven 
different countries in Asia and 
Africa. If anyone doubts that mul- 
ticulturalism is alive and well in 
Australia today, this match was a 
powerful demonstration that foot- 
ball can bring people together and 
help them settle into our modern 
society. 

Last year’s champion, North Gee- 
long, took the lead after only five 
minutes when Corio keeper Alex 
Kitanovski handled a pass back and 
conceded an indirect free kick. Mi- 
chael Anderson rolled the ball into 
the path of Ross Wallis who blasted 
the ball through the defensive wall 
and into the net. It took Corio until 
the 27th minute to find an equaliser 
when a comer kick bobbled around 
the North goal area before Justin 
Hanns, who had come up from de- 
fence, poked it home. 

The second half was only six min- 
utes old when Michael Boyar took 
advantage of some slack defending 
by Corio to restore North’s lead. But 
that only lasted a couple of minute 
until Liam Nelson latched on to a 
throw-in from the right and beat 
Franjo Saric from close range. North 
did have the ball in the net after a 
comer kick but the goal was chalked 
off for obstruction though there did 
not seem to be much in the incident. 
North did not protest and the match 
petered out in a draw. 

Robbie Noggler of Corio and Ante 
Sarcevic of North, the coaches, 
were philosophical about the open- 
ing game, conscious of the mistakes 
and rustiness of the predominantly 
young players, but happy to have 
the first outing under their belts. Sar- 
cevic, whose first competitive games 


SSS] 
Katsa’s 
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‘George Katsamboukas 


Interesting results for the two 
Melbourne Teams last weekend, 
where .... 

Kevin Muscat’s troops returned 
from Perth with a point, a result that 
was certainly welcomed by the Vic- 
tory Faithful, after they conceded 5 
goals in each of their last 2 matches. 
Meanwhile, Melbourne Heart, play- 
ing with 10 men for the entire sec- 
ond half, defeated Sydney FC 2-1, 
the appointment of John Van Schip 
seems to have paid dividends. 

Scanning through the January A- 
League Transfers, I could not help 


Action from the curtain raiser between some 
of the most recent migrants to Geelong. 


as North coach this was, said, “Its 
much harder than playing.” 


Geelong and Bell Park win Gee- 
long Community Shield matches 
Geelong and Bell Park came out 
on top against Geelong Rangers 
and Lara respectively at North 
Geelong’s Elcho Park to complete 
round one of matches in the Gee- 
long Community Shield on Sun- 
day night. 

Geelong lost Aleksander Stanisic 
with what looked like a serious leg 
injury inside the first minute. After 
settling down, Geelong dominated 
the rest of the first half against 
Rangers and ran to a two-nil lead 
thanks to a successful penalty kick 
and bit of opportunism by nuggety 
striker Jasko Ikanovic. Rangers 
fought back after the break and cre- 
ated numerous openings but was 


but wondering why is it that many 
players that have made the move to 
Asia, have, after a very short period 
of time there, returned back to the 
A-League. 

Daniel Mullen returns to the A- 
League for another stint, this time at 
Western Sydney Wanderers, whilst 
Michael Marrone returns to where it 
all started for him, Adelaide United. 
Scanning through the 40 or so trans- 
fers that have taken place, I believe 
that the signing of Sasa Ognenovski 
by Sydney FC rates as probably one 
of the best buys. 

His no nonsense approach, coupled 
with his tough approach towards op- 
position Strikers will certainly add 
some much needed Steel to the Syd- 
ney Defence. 

Over the ditch we go, where pre- 
viously ousted Melbourne Victory 
Gaffer, Ernie Merrick, or for those 


unable to convert any of them into 
goals. Then teenager Adam Milen- 
kovski of Geelong was given space 
to work his way from the left wing 
into the middle and he finished with 
a rocket shot into the top corner to 
complete the three-nil win. Rangers’ 
assistant coach Adrian Begg thought 
that Rangers’ youngsters did their 
best in the absence of a number of 
senior players, while Ante Didulica 
of Geelong praised his defence for 
their efforts. 

Bell Park took the lead against Lara 
in the 28th minute. Matt Demo 
showed experience and coolness in 
front of goal with a shot into the bot- 
tom left corner of the goal following 
an attack down the right win. In the 
second half Lara came more into the 
game and in the 50th minute a cor- 
ner kick from the left found its way 
to Ben Houston who had positioned 


that prefer looking at Glass’s Half 
Filled, dual A-League Champion- 
ship Coach, Ernie Merrick, has cer- 
tainly made his mark at the Welling- 
ton Phoenix. 

After a slow start, they are now be- 
ginning to pick up points on a regu- 
lar basis and a top 6 finish is not out 
if the question. 

The icing on the cake for Merrick 
was perhaps Wellington’s 5-0 win 
over the his old Club, who termi- 
nated his services a few years back, 
Merrick had a grin from ear to ear, 
then again, win, lose or draw he is 
always smiling! 

The Jury is still out regarding the 
appointment of David Moyes to the 
Top Job at Manchester United, and 
many are quick to comment that 
when Sir Alex Ferguson first took 
over at United, the results were cer- 
tainly not flattering. 


himself correctly near the far edge 
of the penalty area. Showing great 
technique the youngster struck a 
sweet volley which gave the Park 
keeper Matthew Damjanovic no 
chance at all. Parity only lasted four 
minutes and Bell Park won a free 
kick on the left. Matt Demo drove 
the ball along the ground through a 
ruck of bodies and just inside the fa 
post. James Kociski might have got 
the slightest of touches but referee 
Mitko Nikolovski credited the goal 
to Demo. Lara should have been 
on terms in the last minute of play 
when a handball in the area gave 
Simon Purtill the chance to equalise 
from the penalty spot. But Dam- 
janovic blocked the kick and Purtill 
struck the bar with the rebound and 
the ball was hooked clear by the 
Park defence as the referee blew the 
final whistle. 


My take on this is that Ferguson dic 
not take over a Championship Win- 
ning side; something that Moyes has 
done, needless to say, The Scorer is 
on Stand By! 

Breaking News, and there is a strong 
whisper that Melbourne Victory are 
in talks with Liverpool FC, with < 
20 Million Dollar Price tag being 
placed on the Club, for Liverpool tc 
buy out its current owners. 

Who would have thought arounc 
a decade ago when the A-League 
was formed, that International Clubs 
would be looking to buy into Aus- 
tralian Clubs, as there was a lot of! 
conjecture from the now defunct 
NSL purists, me included, that the 
A-League would not be a success. 


Until next week. 
This is Katsa — Just as you have 
known him 


FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2014 


VELA T0 SKIP 


WORL 


Latin 
Wrap 


i 
Francis Fields 


Mexico will be going to this sum- 
mer’s World Cup in Brazil with- 
out one of its best player. 

In form Carlos Vela, who hasn’t 
played for his country in three years 
because of a dispute with the for- 
mer Mexican coach Jose Manuel 
de la Torre and the national soccer 
federation, declined a personal plea 
from national team boss Miguel 
Herrera and other team officials this 
week to be available for selection. 
Herrera and his staff flew and met 
with the 24-year-old in Madrid as 
he plays for La Liga side Real So- 
ciedad. Even though De la Torre 
was fired in September, Vela has 
apparently not softened his stance. 
“Therefore Carlos Vela will not be 
called up”, the Mexican federation 
stated in an announcement. 

Vela responded with a letter, also 
released earlier in the week. 

“In this process that has been de- 
veloping for the next World Cup, I 
have not been 100% mentally ready 


D CUP 


to represent [Mexico] -- or form 
part of the representation -- and 
give it the maximum it deserves,” 
he wrote. 

Vela, who played in the 2010 World 
Cup, scored nine goals in 35 appear- 
ances for Mexico. However less 
than three months after that World 
Cup, it was announced that Vela and 
a teammate would be suspended six 
months for their involvement in a 
strident party following a friendly 
with Colombia in Monterrey, Mex- 
ico. He and 12 other players were 
also fined nearly $4,000 over the 
incident. 

Vela returned to the national team 
setup in February 2011 for a friend- 
ly against Venezuela, but after be- 
ing roundly criticized by the media 
and fans alike for poor his perfor- 
mances, his relationship with De 
la Torre and the federation soured. 
Vela hasn’t played for El Tri since 
then, turning down chances to suit 
up for two Gold Cups and the 2012 
Olympic Games where Mexico 
won gold. 


Former’ Brazil international 
Juninho Pernambucano has an- 
nounced he is retiring from foot- 
ball at season’s end. 


The 39 year-old, who was capped 
40 times by the Selecao, the Brazil- 
ian national side has confirmed his 
decision on Vasco da Gama’s offi- 
cial website. 

“This decision was not easy, but I 
was no longer able to continue,” he 
said, as reported by FIFA.com as he 
wept in tears. 

“My body was no longer up to train- 
ing and I could not apply myself as 
before. It is time to stop. 

“Tam very emotional. This is where 
I developed into a complete player 
and I made great friends here and 
experienced great moments. 
Juninho had three spells throughout 
his career with his beloved Vasco da 
Gama. His most notable tenure was 
between 1995 and 2001 where he 
was an instrumental part in winning 
the 1998 Copa Libertadores and two 


Juninho Pernambucano announces his retirement from football 


and awaits a warm tribute across Brazil and France especially 


Brasileirao titles [1997 and 2000]. 
Then in France, Juninho is best 
known for his time with Olympique 
Lyon. The free-kick specialist spent 
eight seasons with the Ligue | club, 
winning the title in seven of them. 
In other brief transfer news, Ever 
Banega has been loaned from Va- 
lencia to Newell’s Old Boys and 
given a warm reception. “It is a 
dream come true, I want to give 
back all the affection given from 
the fans”, he concluded. Banega 
stated that his differences with the 
Valencia club board members was 
one reason to leave and that he also 
consulted Lionel Messi regarding a 
move to Newell’s. 


Santa Fe have qualified for the 
group stage of the Copa Liber- 
tadores thanks to a 1-0 home win 
over Morelia in a spiteful encoun- 
ter. 

Jose de la Cuesta’s powerful header 
from Omar Perez’s corner just be- 
fore the hour mark decided Tues- 
day’s second leg in Bogota as both 
teams finished the match with 10 
players. 

Morelia had entered the second leg 
leading 2-1 on aggregate but De la 
Cuesta’s goal ensured Santa Fe ad- 
vanced on away goals. 

After a scoreless first half in Co- 
lombia, the hosts resumed action 
full of vigour and desperate to make 
an impact with Santa Fe defender 
Francisco Meza claiming a yellow 


Twitter @francisfields 


card in the 47th minute for a reck 
less lunge. 

Morelia’s captain Aldo Ramirez 
was sent off just five minutes late 
as the Colombian clashed with Sant 
Fe skipper Perez in an off-the-bal 
incident. 

Wilson Gutierrez’s home side tool 
advantage of their extra player in the 
58th minute with Perez picking ou 
De la Cuesta at the near post, and th« 
30-year-old central defender headec 
the ball home, despite the best ef 
forts on the line by Morelia mid: 
fielder Egidio Arevalo. 

The visitors were handed an op 
portunity to get back in the gam 
just two minutes after the goal witl 
Santa Fe left back Luis Seijas kick 
ing out at Dubier Riascos’ shin anc 
getting himself sent off. 

But Morelia were unable to make « 
difference on the scoreboard as San 
ta Fe missed two fine opportunitie: 
to extend their second-leg lead in th« 
closing stages. 

Carlos Morales almost snatchec 
victory for the Mexican visitors jus 
before full-time but Santa Fe goal 
keeper Camilo Vargas’ diving save 
kept the Morelia left back’s free-kick 
kept out of the top corner of the net. 

In the other first round play-off o1 
Tuesday, Nacional defeated Orient 
Petrolero 2-1 on aggregate afte 
scoring twice on their home turf. 

Carlos de Pena led Nacional to vic 
tory as he provided the corner fo 
striker Ivan Alonso to level the ti 
with a header in the 19th minut 
in Montevideo, while Nacional’: 
left back scored the winner with 1¢ 
minutes left when his shot squeezec 
through the legs of Oriente’s goal 
keeper Carlos Arias. 


Jets Stall SFC title celebrations for another week 


LEAGUE 4 Z 
Tomasz Ng 


Round 14 begun with one of the 
shocks of the 2013/14 Foxtel Na- 
tional Youth League season, when 
Perth Glory stunned Melbourne 
Victory 5-2 at Intiga Stadium. 

Melbourne Victory thought they 
had a simple task ahead of them 
when Christopher Cristaldo put 
them ahead on the half hour, but the 
Glory were significantly bolstered 
by senior players and the home side 
ran away with the game after the 
break. 

A Jamie Maclaren hat trick over- 
turned the half time deficit for the 
hosts, while Ryan Edwards and Bor- 
bor Sam added goals of their own. 
Jimmy Jeggo did manage a consola- 
tion for the Victory, but the league’s 
leakiest defence were strong on this 
occasion and pulled off a vital up- 
set. 

That result meant that Central Coast 
Mariners lost ground on the race to 
avoid the wooden spoon after they 
were only able to record a scoreless 
draw with Brisbane Roar. 

Both sides did come close to sco ing 
when they hit the woodwork in the 
first half. 

First it was Samed Altundag who 
cracked an effort onto the post after 
Patrick Theodore had a shot cleared 
off the line for Brisbane, then Dillon 
Vorster clipped the crossbar down 
the other end for the Mariners. 

It was a game of few chances how- 
ever, and it was a result that helped 
neither side. 

Over in Canberra, Anthony Costa 
struck to ensure Adelaide United 
left the capital with three points af- 
ter beating the AIS 1-0. 

The Reds forward produced a fine 
solo effort, spinning around a de- 
fender, then beating another before 
finishing past the keeper. 

Though the AIS had an effort by 
the lively Marc Marino ruled off- 
side in the second half, the game 
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James Virgili nets a brace in the Jets’ 3-2 away 
win over Wanderers. Photos:GEORGE MARIN 


really failed to hit any heights and 
Adelaide picked up a welcome three 
points. 

Top of the table Sydney FC went 
into their match against Melbourne 
Heart knowing a win would all but 
wrap up the Youth League title, and 
they got exactly that by defeating 
Heart 2-1 at Epping Stadium. 

Heart began the match well, scor- 
ing early through Stefan Mauk, and 
having an O’Dea shot cleared off 
the line. 

But a rush of blood to the head saw 
Alec Urosevski brought down in the 
box, and Josh MacDonald happily 
stepped up and converted the spot 
kick. 

The Sky Blues never looked back 
and made the Heart pay for not 
making the most of their first half 
dominance, winning the contest 
through a great Urosevski goal. 

Sydney then had to wait for their 


city rivals Western Sydney Wander- 
ers to do a job over the Newcastle 
Jets, but the Jets valiantly came 
back to win 3-2 and ensure Sydney 
had to wait another week to wrap 
up the title. 

Lawrence Hanna scored in the 17th 
minute for the hosts before James 
Virgili equalised for the Jets just 
past the half hour mark. 

The Jets then had James Brown sent 
off for a moment of madness, lash- 
ing out at an opponent after fouling 
him, and the Wanderers thought 
they had made him pay for that er- 
ror soon after. 

Alusine Fofanah struck a well hit 
effort for the home side to give the 
Wanderers the lead, and they could 
have been forgiven to think they had 
the result in the bag. 

Virgili had other ideas however, and 
notched his brace thanks to a typical 
burst of pace, before using his speed 


to set up Nicholas Cowburn for an 
unlikely winner for the Jets. 
The Jets remain ten points behind 


leaders Sydney with the title race 
almost mathematically over 


Next Round 


Saturday, 8 February 2014 
Melbourne Heart v Perth Glory 
Epping Soccer Stadium 
KO 10:30AM 


Saturday, 8 February 2014 
Wanderers v AIS 
Cook Park, St Marys 
KO 3:30PM 


Saturday, 8 February 2014 
Newcastle Jets v Adelaide United 
Wanderers Oval 
KO TBC 


Sunday, 9 February 2014 
Sydney FC v Brisbane Roar 
WIN Jubilee Oval, Kogarah 
KO 2:30 PM 


Sunday, 9 February 2014 
Melbourne Victory v CC Mariners 
Lakeside Stadium 
KO 3:00PM 


NYL Standings 


P WD LFA GD PTS 


1 Sydney FC 1412114517 2837 
2 Newcastle Jets 1483335 23 12 27 
3Adelaide United 1473429245 24 
4 Melbourne Victory 14 7 25 37 29 8 23 
5 Brisbane Roar 14.5 5 4 33 33 0 20 
6 Wanderers FC 14617 31 265 19 
TAIS 14527 30 36 -6 17 
8 Melbourne Heart 14446 16 22-616 
9 Perth Glory 1430 11 25 57 -329 
10 CC Mariners 14131016 30-146 


Results 


Western Sydney Wanderers 2 
(Lawrence Hanna 17’, Alusine Fofanah 
54’) 

Newcastle Jets 3 

(James Virgili 32’, 62’, Nick Cowburn 77’) 


AISO 
Adelaide United 1 
(Anthony Costa 45’) 


Melbourne Heart 1 (Mauk 5’) 
Sydney FC 2 (Macdonald 43’, Urosevski 
85’) 


Brisbane Roar 0 
Central Coast Mariners 0 


Perth Glory 5 (R Edwards 59m, Maclaren 
65m, 80m, 90m+3, Sam 75m) 
Melbourne Victory 2 

(Cristaldo 31m, J Jeggo 77m) 
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Westfield W-League 


Top spot on the line as final places take shape 


By Katie Lambeski 


The four finals contestants were 
decided and a thrilling finale 
to decide top spot was set up in 
the penultimate round of the W- 
League season. 

In the opening match of the round, 
Canberra United made light work 
of the Newcastle Jets in a 5-0 win 
at home in McKellar Park on Satur- 
day. The match was as good as over 
just half an hour in to the match, 
goals from Michelle Heyman, Sal- 
ly Shippard and Ellie Brush doing 
the honours. The return and goal 
from Shippard was arguably the 
story of the season, completing a 
remarkable comeback from a long 
absence with a knee injury. 

Canberra frequently looked a class 
above, despite some changes to the 
starting line-up as Georgia Yeo- 
man-Dale and Grace Field came in 
for Stephanie Ochs and Catherine 
Brown. Canberra rarely looked 
troubled and outclassed the Jets, 
and completed the route in the sec- 
ond half through goals by Yeoman- 
Dale and Jennifer Bisset. Canberra 
now head to a top-place playoff 
with Sydney FC, while Newcastle 
look set to finish the season with no 
points next to their name. 

Melbourne Victory’s hope of a 
first-placed finish was dented by 
a desperate Perth Glory side at 
Kingston Heath Soccer Complex 
on Saturday, falling to the West 
Australians in a 1-0 loss. The match 
had some spice to it, following Vic- 
tory’s signing of the now-former 
Perth midfielder Ella Mastrantonio 
in the middle of the week, but Perth 
came out of the match with three 
points. Kate Gill proved herself 
to be the ultimate opportunist as 
she put home her shot at the half- 
hour mark, following up Shawn 
Billam’s crossbar effort to sneak a 
shot home. 

As much as Victory tried, they 
could not break down a resilient 
Glory side that is looking to finish 
the season on the best note pos- 
sible. To finish, despite every Vic- 
tory set-piece after set-piece, Perth 
hung on. Perth was buoyed by the 
early goal, leaving Victory to chase 
the game and that was no mean feat 
by Jamie Harnwell’s team as Victo- 
ry have not been goal-shy this sea- 
son. Victory can still earn a home 
semi-final next week by defeating 
Brisbane Roar. 

Adelaide spoiled Brisbane’s 
chances of a home-semi final, hav- 
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Next Round 


8 Feb KO 3:00pm 
Newcastle Jets Vs Adelaide United 
Wanderers Oval 


8 Feb KO 5:00pm 
Perth Glory Vs Wanderers 
Percy Doyle Reserve, Duncraig 


9 Feb KO 2:00pm 
Brisbane Roar Vs Melbourne Victory 
QSAC 


9 Feb KO 5:15pm 
Sydney FC Vs Canberra United 
Sydney United Sports Centre 


~ 


1 Sydney FC 

2 Canberra United 
3 Melbourne Victory 
4 Brisbane Roar 

5 Adelaide United 

6 Perth Glory 

7 Wanderers 

8 Newcastle Jets 


Standings 

PWDLFADP 
11821 36 12 24 26 
11803 267 19 24 
1172223111223 
1162321 16520 
1133510 13-3 12 
11407 1530-1512 
1123616 21-59 
1100 11 8 45 -370 


With only minutes left on the clock the Lady Reds equalize against Brisbane Roar. Photo ADAM BUTLER 


ing the final say as the game ended 
level at 1-1 on Sunday at Adelaide 

Shores Football Centre. Lady Reds 
teen Emily Condon played the role 
of spoilsport, with a smart finish 
at the eighty-ninth minute earning 
Adelaide a point, leaving Bris- 
bane kicking themselves at drop- 
ping three points. Brisbane would 
have thought they were home after 
Emily Gielnik opened the scoring 
at the sixty-fourth minute, but it 
wasn’t to be, 

Brisbane often looked in the driv- 
er’s seat to snare three points, dom- 
inating large parts of the contest, 
but Adelaide did not give in. What- 
ever chances Adelaide could mus- 
ter up forward was quickly dealt 
with by the defence, led by captain 
Claire Polkinghorne. Gielnik made 
sure the Roar got the lead, but Ad- 
elaide kept plugging away for an 
equalizer and that was Condon’s 
cue. Siezing on a flicked-on header 
from Snez Veljanoska, Condon had 
ice in her veins as she finished past 
Roar superstar Nadine Angerer. 

Sydney FC made first spot theirs 
with a convincing derby win over 


their arch-rivals Western Sydney 
Wanderers, turning the city Sky 
Blue in a 3-1 win. A brace from 

Sydney striker Jodie Taylor was 
complemented by Leena Khamis’ 
opener, Sydney FC were firmly 
in control by the sixtieth minute. 
Wanderers striker Catherine Can- 
nuli’s last game at home before re- 
tirement didn’t go to plan, although 
she scored a penalty at the last kick 
of the game to leave on a high note 
and put the right finishing touches 
on a great career. 

It was Sydney who had the better 
of the chances and a form striker in 
their line-up to put those chances 
them away. Sydney’s trademark 
this season has been splitting de- 
fences with their quick attacks and 
they did so with ease at the eighth 
minute as Taylor played Khamis 
through, who finished with ease. 
Khamis would then turn provider, 
assisting the first of Taylor’s goals 
near the half-time whistle. Sydney 
did not let up, as Taylor completed 
her brace and put the game out of 
the Wanderers’ reach. 


Emily Gielnik gets on the scoresheet for 
Brisbane Roar. Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


The girls want to be here — Harnwell 


Perth Glory’s prospects of an en- 
thusing off season coupled with 
an uplifting season climax have 
received a significant shot in the 
arm following their surprise de- 
feat over W-League powerhouses 
Melbourne Victory last week. 
The well-drilled Western Austra- 
lian outfit claimed a big scalp, with 
an impressive 1-0 over their hosts 
at Kingston Heath Soccer Complex 
in the Round 11 clash via a cool 
Katie Friend finish. 
An elated Glory coach Jamie Harn- 
well praised his team’s attitude 
that has sustained them over the 
course of an arduous season, which 
has seen them battle hard, despite 
many inconveniences curbing their 
full potential. 
“It’s very satisfying,” he said. 
“We’ve had a tough season this 
year. We’ve had a lot of injuries 
and suspensions, so to come along 
with the team that we had and the 
girls that we’ve got was superb. 
I’m just proud of every single one 
of them.” 
Notwithstanding his team’s inabil- 
ity to qualify for the finals series for 


In her final game Cath- he 
I erine Canulli grabs the 
: consolation goal for 
Wanderers, in the 3-1 
i deafet to title chas- 
| ing Sydney FC, andis | 
overwhelmed at the 
i final whistle (inset). 
Photo GEORGE MARIN 
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a number of weeks, the former Glo- 
ry centre back assured that this pe- 
riod has been anything but futile. 

“As I said to the girls, they’ve still 
got a lot to play for,” the 36-year- 
old explained. 

“We’ve got to be honest to the 
teams that are still in this league 
and still in the top 4. And they’re 
playing for deals next year as well. 
“It’s been a disappointing season 
and I want to rebuild and get us 
back in the top 4. Today’s gone a 
long way to showing me that these 
girls want to be here.” 

Harnwell’s side will round out the 
season against the Western Sydney 
Wanderers on Saturday afternoon 
in Duncraig, with their boss hope- 
ful of another promising display. 
“Tf we go out with that attitude and 
the defensive mindset to start with, 
then we’re good enough to score 
goals and we’ll get a good perfor- 
mance again hopefully.” 

-BY SHAUN MORAN 


Follow Shaun on Twitter 
@MoranShaun 


230". 3™= 


23 
Round 11 Review 


Melbourne Victory 0 
Perth Glory 1 (Kate Gill 22’) 
Saturday 1 February 2014 
Kingston Heath, Melbourne 
Referee: Casey Reibelt 


Melbourne Victory: Brianna Davey (Gk), 
Jessica Humble, Katie Hoyle, Stephanie 
Catley, Caitlin Friend (Alexandra Natoli 73’), 
Jessica Fishlock, Lisa De Vanna, Jessica 
Samuelsson, Tiffany Eliadis (Enza Barilla 
46’), Beattie Goad, Lauren Barnes 
Substitutes - Cassandra Dimovski (Gk), 
Gulcan Koca 

Cautions — Jessica Humble 30’ 


Perth Glory: Chantel Jones (Gk), Sarah 
Carroll, Cecilie Sandvej, Bronwyn Studman, 
Shannon May, Sasha Andrews (Thia East- 
man 80’), Kate Gill, Elisa D’ovidio, Marianna 
Tabain, Shawn Billam (Carys Hawkins 60’), 
Emily Henderson (Jessica Dillon 87’) 
Substitutes - Gabrielle Dal Busco (Gk) 
Cautions — Elisa D’ovidio 73, Carys Hawk- 
ins 73’, Marianna Tabain 94’ 


Canberra United 5 (Michelle Heyman 7’, 
Sally Shipard 10’, Ellie Brush 28’, Georgia 
Yeoman-Dale 46’, Jennifer Bisset 63’) 
Newcastle Jets 0 

Saturday 1 February 2014 

Mckellar Park, Canberra 

Referee: Rebecca Durcau 


Canberra United: Lydia Williams (Gk), 
Georgia Yeoman-Dale, Grace Field, Ellie 
Brush, Caitlin Munoz, Michelle Heyman, 
Sally Rojahn, Nicole Sykes, Ashleigh Sykes 
(Meg Mclaughlin 71’), Sally Shipard (Holly 
Houston 46’), Lori Lindsey (Jennifer Bisset 
44’) 

Substitutes — Trudy Burke (Gk) 

Cautions — None 


Newcastle Jets: Eliza Campbell (Gk), 
Hannah Brewer, Stacey Day, Siahn Boza- 
nic (Lauren Brown 71’), Ciara Mccormick, 
Gema Simon, Tara Andrews, Rhali Dobson 
(Adriana Jones 71’), Grace Macintyre (Jas- 
min Courtenay 46’), Cassidy Davis, Clare 
Wheeler 

Substitutes — Claire Coelho (Gk) 

Cautions — None 


Adelaide United 1 (Emily Condon 87’) 
Brisbane Roar 1 (Emily Gielnik 64’) 
Saturday 1 February 2014 

Adelaide Shores Football Centre, Adelaide 
Referee: Kirralee Andruschak 


Adelaide United: Melissa Barbieri (Gk), 
Laura Stockdale, Lisa-Marie Woods (Jes- 
sica Nagel 71’), Monique lannella, Daila- 
Tais Borg, Jayah Brown (Emily Condon 
46’), Jenna Mccormick, Tiarn Powell, Snez 
Veljanovska, Kristy Moore, Louise Mason 
(Rachel Quigley 46’) 

SubstitUtes — Kelly Barltrop (Gk) 

Cautions — Snez Veljanovska 45+3’ 


Brisbane Roar: Kate Stewart (Gk), Laura 
Alleway, Clare Polkinghorne, Brooke Spen- 
ce, Kim Carroll, Elise Kellond-Knight, Ka- 
trina Gorry, Larissa Crummer (Emily Gielnik 
53’), Vedrana Popovic, Tameka Butt, Hayley 
Raso (Joanne Burgess 61’) 

Substitutes - Kate Stewart (Gk), Ayesha 
Norrie 

Cautions — None 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 (Catherine 
Canulli 95’) 

Sydney Fe 3 (Leena Khamis 8’, Jodie Taylor 
ot OG) 

Sunday 2 February 2014 

Campbelltown Stadium, SyDney 

Referee: Kate Jacewicz 


Western Sydney Wanderers: Dimi Poulos 
(Gk), Caitlin Cooper, Emily Van Egmond, 
Rachel Soutar (Jessica Seaman 48’), Jenna 
Kingsley (Tori Huster 60’), Server Uzunlar, 
Catherine Cannuli, Alanna Kennedy (Jordan 
Baker 70’), Teigen Allen, Linda O'neill, Helen 
Petinos, 

Substitutes — Mackenzie Arnold (Gk) 
Cautions — Linda O’neill 62’, Servet Uzun- 
lar 69” 


Sydney Fc: Casey Dumont (Gk) (Sham 
Khamis 81’), Teresa Polias, Danielle Brogan, 
Liz Ralston, Amy Harrison, Caitlin Foord, Re- 
nee RollaSon, Trudy Camilleri (Chloe Loga- 
(zo 46’), Jodie Taylor, Emma Kete (Sam Kerr 
76’), Leena Khamis 

Substitutes — Nicola Bolger 

Cautions — None 
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By Damir Kulas 


Ten of the Best A-League Import Players Ever! 


GW’s Damir Kulas begins a new series focussing on 
the ten best of whatever football has ever blessed us 


with. 


Kicking it off this week we’re stacking up the ten best 
imports ever to grace the A-League. 


(Sydney FC 2012-; 38 games, 21 
goals) 

The Juventus legend generated 
worldwide headlines when he 
decided to sign for Sydney in 
September 2012 and subsequently 
changed the A-League forever. 

His signing gave the game in this 
country a massive boost while 
leading to greater international in- 
terest for the A-League thus lead- 
ing to the signings of Heskey, Ono 
and many others to the league. On 
the field, Il Pinturicchio galvanised 
an out of sorts Sky Blues outfit 
into finals contention by scoring 
14 goals in 24 games including a 
stunning free kick in his first home 
game, the winner in the first ever 


(Wellington Phoenix 2009-; 106 
games, 32 goals) 

Tim Cahill’s old Milwall teammate 
has been the Phoenix’s most dan- 
gerous player and was a creative 
spark in a rather workmen like 
side under old boss Ricki Herbert. 
In his first season with the Nix, 
the Barbados international was a 
sensation as he helped the kiwis 
get to within a whisker of the 
Grand Final as they ultimately fell 


Sydney derby, a stunner away to 
Perth and an incredible four goals 
ina 7-1 demolition of Wellington. 
Despite offers from overseas, Del 
Piero extended his contract into 
this season where he has continued 
his fine form (despite injury 
setbacks) for Frank Farina’s side 
who many believe have an over- 
reliance on the Italian maestro. 


(Melbourne Victory 2007-12; 
Wellington Phoenix 2013-; 134 
games, 40 goals) 

The Costa Rican international 
came into the A-League as a 
replacement for the departed 
Fred and in 5 years at the Victory 
became a firm fans favourite as 


(Peis 
_ Robbie Fowler 

a 
to Sydney FC in the preliminary 
final. His 13 goals and 9 assists 
also made him a strong contender 
for the Johnny Warren Medal, 
which he ultimately lost to future 
teammate Carlos Hernandez. 
Although injuries and age have 
gotten the better of him in the past 
few seasons, he still was a crucial 
catalyst in the Phoenix making 
the finals three seasons in a row. 
Hopefully his recent long-term 
injury doesn’t mean we will not 
see him again in the leasue he has 


Piero 
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he helped the boys in blue to 
another A-League title, as well as 
spearheading the side into a losing 
Grand Final. El Zorro initially 
struggled for consistency and form 
leading many pundits and support- 
ers to view him as a dud however 
Ernie Merrick kept patience and 
the playmaker repaid him with 
some spectacular performances at 
the back end of Season 4 in help- 
ing Victory secure the Premiership 
and Championship away from 
Adelaide. In the next season, he 
would go on to win the Johnny 
Warren Medal as well as Goal 

of the Season for a spectacular 
strike away to the Gold Coast 
and repeated the feat (Solo Goal 
of the Year) two seasons later as 
» 2 a Shining light in 


he nraved +- 
= 


Carlos 
4 Hernandez 


“so brightly lit up. 


(Gold Coast United 2009-12; 
Melbourne Victory 2012-, 108 
games, 4 goals) 

The Ivorian youth international 
initially struggled with injuries at 
Gold Coast United but when fit 
proved effective in the left back 
spot as the men in yellow chal- 
lenged for the title. He then proved 
to be one of the few bright spots 


a miserable season for the proud 
Victory. Now at Wellington, he has 
been superb for a resurgent outfit 
seemingly on the up under his old 
boss Merrick. 


(Brisbane 
Roar 2010-; 98 games, 13 goals) 
The little known German came 
into the league with a credible 
pedigree as he had featured in 
the Bundesliga for Borussia 
Monchengladbach, Cologne and 
Nurnberg while also featuring for 
the Germany under 21 side. He 
would go on to play an integral 
role in Postecoglou’s Roar revolu- 
tion where in his first season he 
scored 6 and assisted a further 
12 as the men in orange clinched 
the Premiers Plate. He backed it 
up in his second season despite 
a lengthy injury lay off which 
culminated in the Roar going on 
a 5 game losing streak after its 
record 36 games undeafted streak 
was broken. However the club still 
managed to clinch their second 
successive title while Broich 
captured the Johnny Warren Medal 
as the league’s best player. Despite 
some indifferent form in his third 
season, the man nicknamed ‘Mo- 
zart’ has been among the league’s 
best this season as the Brisbane 
boys chase their third Golden 
Toilet Seat. 


(Sydney FC 
2005-06; 22 games, 7 goals) 
The original marquee man from 
Season | gave the league the 
bright spark and aura it needed in 
its inaugural season. He started 
off his Sydney career with a bang 
by helping the Sky Blues qualify 
for the Club World Cup before 
scoring their first ever goal in a 
round | fixture over bitter rivals 
Melbourne Victory with a vintage 
header. The former Manchester 
United star was a crucial reason 
as to why Pierre Littbarski’s men 


in dismal 2011/12 campaign tor 
the failed franchise which helped 
him gain a move to the blue half 
of Melbourne. Despite a horror 
debut against the Heart in the 
opening fixture of the season, he 
consolidated the left back spot as 
his own and has since then became 
the side’s best player along with 
Mark Milligan. It is a shame that 
the Socceroos will not be able to 
use his services in the troubled 
left-back spot as FIFA recently 
determined he was not eligible to 


finished the season as Champions 
after beating the Mariners 1-0 in 
the final where Yorke dazzled the 
visitors defence before setting 

up Steve Corica for the winning 
goal. However his performances 
for Sydney as well as him playing 
a major part in captaining his 
national side Trinidad and Tobago 
to their very first World Cup Finals 
convinced Sunderland manager 
and ex teammate Roy Keane to 
sign him for the Black Cats at the 
very beginning of Season 2. 


(Brisbane 
Roar 2011-; 65 games, 42 goals) 
The controversial Albanian striker 
has caused much havoc in A- 
League defences since he joined 
the Roar in 2011 whilst dividing 
opinion in the stands over his 
character. He was at the heart of 
the Postecoglou led side which 
claimed their second successive 
championship in 2012. His 21 
goals that season proved to be 
difference as was shown with his 
2 goals in the Grand Final; firstly 
that equaliser and then ‘that pen- 
alty’ win and subsequent goal that 
left Glory finals screaming mad. 
Since then, the former Hamburg 
player has kept on scoring which 
had resulted in a goal ration close 
to two in every three games as the 
Roar continued to challenge for 
the title. Melbourne Victory’s mid- 
week acquisition of the striker will 
surely guarantee Muscat’s men 
plenty of goals as well as many 
headlines. 


(Central Coast Mariners 2010-13; 
87 games, 11 goals) 

The big Dutchman was a pivotal 
reason to the Mariners recent suc- 
cess as he formed the basis of the 
side that made two Grand Finals 
and won a Premiership and Cham- 
pionship each. His experience and 
leadership made him one of the 


play in Green and Gold despite 
acquiring Australian citizenship. 


(Western Sydney Wanderers 
2012-; 42 games, 9 goals) 

Many eyebrows were raised when 
the new kids on the block decided 
to pursue Japanese playmaker Ono 
instead of former Germany captain 
Michael Ballack. However it soon 
became clear why the former Fey- 
enoord man was given the nick- 


best in the competition whilst he 
was also able to prove as effective 
up front scoring 7 times for the 
Mariners in the 2011/12 season — 
becoming their joint top scorer in 
the season. However, the veteran 
would save his best performance 
and most crucial goal til last as he 
scored the opener on the stroke 
of half-time in the Mariners 2-0 
victory over the Wanderers in 

the 2013 A-League Grand Final. 
This ensured Graham Arnold’s 
men finally got their hands on the 
silverware which had for so long 
evaded them while Zwaanswijk 
bowed out of the game a winner. 


(North Queensland Fury 2009- 
10; Perth Glory 2010-11; 54 
games, 18 goals) 

The man affectionately known as 
‘God’ by Liverpool supporters was 
a star performer in the A-League 
in his two stints with the Fury 

and Glory. After initially reject- 
ing Sydney in 2007, the Anfield 
legend surprising signed on as the 
Townsville based outfit’s marquee 
man for their inaugural season. Hi: 
leadership and spectacular goals, 
including a memorable long range 
effort away to the Sky Blues, 
resulted in the little fancied Fury 
almost making the finals. It also 
led former Socceroo coach Rale 
Rasic to laud Fowler as the best 
import to ever play in the country. 
However the side’s off field 
troubles forced Fowler to move to 
the Glory where despite more ex- 
ceptional individual performances. 
including a hat trick against the 
Victory, the side struggled at the 
wrong end of the table lead- 

ing many to believe that Fowler 
would have been even better in 
the competition, had he played for 
title-challenging sides. 


Beg to differ? Feel free to stir 
the debate and share your 


thoughts on our (f] 


facebook page. 


4 


Patrick Zwaanswijk 


name tensai (genius in Japanese) 
as he spearheaded the Wanderers 
charge for the premiership with 
some scintillating displays which 
included two goal of the year con- 
tenders against the Victory on New 
Year’s Day 2013 and the Roar in 
the Preliminary Final win. He will 
be sorely missed from our shores 
after his recent announcement that 
he will depart the country at the 
end of the season. 
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Samp overcome 
market madness 


New signing Maxi Lopez was : 
the hero as Sampdoria downed : 
rivals Genoa, in a Derby pushed : 


aside by a street market. 


ball are often punctuated by mar- 
ket talk. Clubs are scrambling to 


improve their squad. 
However, it was a different type 


Genoa. And not often do politi- 
cians and fans see eye-to-eye on 
football-related matters, but in the 
port-city their viewpoints were 


Lanterna set for Sunday, Febru- 
ary 2 at 12:30pm local time, ul- 


Sampdoria were planning a boy- 
cott. Local politicians wanted the 
match shifted. Why? Because of a 
street market. 

Near the Stadio Luigi Ferraris, in 
the Marassi region of the city, is 
a street market which takes place 


security fears with so many peo- 
ple in the area and the chance of 
clashes between rival fans. Initial 


: requests to have the match moved 


: ' fell on deaf ears. Perhaps it was 
make those late deals which can : 


the involvement of the fans which 


tipped the scales and saw it shift- 


. . YP© = ed to a Monday night kick-off. 
of market causing consternation | 


as January drew to a close in former Samp player who experi- 


» enced one Derby during his time 


Sinisa Mihajlovic — himself a 


in the blue shirt — brought up the 


: issue of all-too common poor- 


et nae _ planning. “As long as we see the 
distinctly similar over the past = 


fortnight. With the Derby della : 


Marassi full and get to experience 
the emotions of the Genoa Derby, 


: I'd have even played at midnight 


: on Tuesday. However, I do find it 
tra groups from both Genoa and : 


absurd that the authorities waited 


: until 48 hours before the game to 
: move it. Preparation for a match 
' is based on specific timed and 
: targeted training sessions, while 
: keeping the tension high is not 
: easy either when suddenly mov- 


; ' ing it all back.” 
on Sunday mornings. There were : 


This is not a unique occurrence 
in Italy. Fixtures are released in 
batches, with the New Year fix- 


The last. days of January in eob | Maxi Lopez delivers for Sampdoria 


tures not commonly released until 
just before Christmas. Games are 
later moved depending on Euro- 
pean schedules and _ television. 
The planning is very short-term. 
For Genoa boss Gian Piero Gas- 
perini it was to be his first Derby 
since April 2010. His initial Gri- 
foni spell ended with a record of 
three wins, a draw and two losses. 
They were aiming for a season 
double - Fabio Liverani’s only 
win before his sacking was in the 
first Lanterna affair. 
Mihajlovic shifted the empha- 
sis towards the nine-time Italian 
champions in his pre-match Press 
Conference. “Genoa are probably 
the favourites, because Gasperi- 
ni’s teams play well, are organised 
and pretty attack-minded. Alberto 
Gilardino is an important player. 
Of course, all sides have strengths 
and weaknesses.” 

Genoa were five points ahead 
of the cross-town rivals. Sat in 


ITALY SerieA 


P W DHL F A GD Pts 


1 Juventus 22) 19) 32,4) 54716 
2 Roma Pal iy By) eH 
3 Napoli 2213s Omer4 44 ee 2G) 
4 Fiorentina 2212 5 5 40 24 
5 Hellas Verona ree Ni) 2 RY BYP RB) 
6 Internazionale 22.08) 29) 5) 39) 27, 
7 Torino rw OB Bi 2 
8 Parma Pa fy yf 
9 Lazio Pew ie if PY Bs) 
10 Milan Pee (3 if Bay SP) 
11 Genoa PEL TS PRL 
12 Atalanta Pet 8) il EY aD) 
13 Sampdoria PG i) AG Bp 
14 Cagliari ree ty AQ PATH) 
15 Udinese PPL PS PAE Bp) 
16 Chievo pe th (3 2 “iG 28) 
17 Bologna PS (AD 8h) 
18 Livorno Pee th By Ry Ae cl) 
19 Sassuolo 224 5 13 23 48 
20 Catania rey (“Ry 1G 21) 


the bottom three at the time of ; 
Liverani’s dismissal, Gasperini’s 


return coincided with a climb up 
the table. Their last contest was a 
pulsating 3-3 draw at Fiorentina. 
Samp have also enjoyed a revival 
since Mihajlovic took over, but 
recorded only one win in their last 
five matches. 


The Derby is often a fiery affair | 


— the last 10 editions had yielded 
nine red cards. As ever the Luigi 
Ferraris was awash with colour 
and the fans did come, despite the 
rain. 

Maxi Lopez was a late January 
arrival from Catania, for what is 
his second Blucerchiati spell. It’s 
hoped his signing can ease the 
goalscoring burden from Eder 
and Manolo Gabbiadini. The Ar- 
gentine made it a welcome return 
as he opened the scoring on 24 
minutes. Lopez played a one-two 
with Eder and placed his shot in 
the far bottom corner, out of Mat- 
tia Perin’s reach. 


(| Latest Results Next Match 


Cagliari 1 - 0 Fiorentina 


Fiorentina v talanta 


eee Bologna 0 - 2 Udinese Udinese v Chievo 
+38 59 WDWWW Milan 1 - 1 Torino Napoli v Milan 
+34 50 WWWLW Sassuolo 1-2 Verona Torino v Bologna 
. a aay Chievo 0 - 2 Lazio Sampdoria v Cagliari 
42 35 WLLLW Catania 3 - 3 Livorno Parma v Catania 
#12 33 LDLDL Atalanta 3 - 0 Napoli Livorno v Genoa 
+7 33): DWWDL Roma SUSP Parma Hellas Verona v Juventus 
i SEND Juventus 3 - 4 Inter Lazio v More info 
+0 31 WDWDW : 
43.29 DWWLW Genoa 0 - 1 Sampdoria Inter v Sassuolo 
5 27 LDWLW 
6 2 WLWWL One To Watch This Weekend... 
6 25 WDLWL 
10 24 WLLLD It looks set to be a big round as Napoli host Milan and 
“10 23 WLLL Juventus travel to fifth-placed Verona, but eyeballs will 
a B an be focused on Rome. The Derby della Capitale takes 
ab 17 DWLLL centre stage, with Lazio resurgent under Edy Reja and 
25 17 LLLW the Giallorossi looking to add to their three wins in 
24 15 DDLLW succession. 


Genoa came out firing after the : 
and nearly equalised - 
: when Alberto Gilardino’s flick : 
' was stopped on the line by Shkro- | 
© dan Mustafi. They could not break 
: down the blue wall in the closing ; 
' stages, leaving Samp to enjoy a : 
: single-goal triumph in the 62nd 
Serie A edition of the Derby. 
Mihajlovic knew his side picked : 
- up three crucial points. “After the 
: disappointment of the previous | 
» game, 
' Beyond the fact that this was a | 
: derby, but because we are now 
: eight points above the relegation | 
: zone.” 

: Genoa President Enrico Prezi- 
' osi conceded Sampdoria were the 
: better side, but Gasperini was up- 
: beat despite his third Derby loss 
- in charge. “We can leave with | 
' our heads held high. We were not 
: able to score at a moment when | 
' we were pushing in the right way. 
* Now? We will bring in the players — 


interval 


it was important to win. 


that arrived in the January market 


and try to pick up as many points 
as possible to secure survival as 
soon as possible.” 

Safety may be on both tacticians’ 
minds, but the pair look likely to 
retain their Serie A status. Samp 
are eight points above the drop 
zone and now just two adrift of 


the Grifoni. That’s welcome relief 


for fans in the blue half of the city, 


' no matter what day of the week. 


Elsewhere, Juventus extended 


- their lead at the top of the table 


thanks to a convincing 3-1 Derby 


: d’Italia win over Inter. The Neraz- 


zurri remain winless in six 2014 


' encounters in all competitions, 
- while the Bianconeri close in on 
» another Scudetto. That extended 
' lead may only be temporary, as 
» Roma’s clash with Parma was 


rained out and will be played at 
a later date. Meanwhile, Napoli 
faltered again, crashing to a 3-0 


» defeat at Atalanta. 


A 4 
Pepe Lopez 


Atleti Surge Ahead 
In Title Race 


Atletico Madrid have put Span- 
ish Powerhouses Barcelona FC 
and Real Madrid on notice that 
their challenge for the 2013-14 
La Liga Title is genuine. 

Neutral football fans around the 
world are now hoping Atletico 
Madrid can become the first Span- 
ish club outside of Barca and 
Real to win La Liga in a decade. 
It has also been 18 years since 
Atleti were crowned Champions 
of Spain, ironically current Atleti 
Coach Diego Simeone was an 
Atleti player back then, and the 
recently deceased Spanish Coach 
Luis Aragones was Atleti’s Coach. 

Prior to this weekend, bookies 
had Atletico Madrid as far out as 
$8 to win La Liga, however both 
Barcelona and Real both dropped 
points this weekend, Barca lost 2-3 
at home to Valencia whilst Real 
Madrid were held to a 1-all draw 
away to Bilbao. With Atletico 


Athletico Madrid take advantage at the top of La Liga as 
Barcelona and Real Madrid slip. 


winning 4-0 against Real Sociedad, 
the Rojiblanco’s “Red and Whites” 
opened up a 3 point lead over both 
Barca and Real. All major on- 
line betting sites in Australia have 
halved Atleti’s odds to near $4 
after this weekend’s results. Also 
in the Rojiblanco’s favour, neither 
Real Madrid nor Barcelona signed 
any new players during the transfer 
window for the remainder of the 
season, however Atletico re-cap- 
tured Brazil Diego Ribas on loan 
again from Germany’s Wolfsburg. 

The Brazilian play-maker had this 
to say after the last minute trans- 
fer back to Madrid (as quoted on 
Marca.com); 

“Simeone played a vital role. [have 


a fantastic relationship with him. 
He’s the best coach I’ve worked 
with. He helped me a lot as a player 
and a person and I’m sure the faith 
he has in me makes the difference 
when | have to make decisions. It 
was a difficult situation because 
there were three parties involved, 
not just one or two: it was between 
me, Atlético and Wolfsburg.” 

“Atlético are one of the strongest 
teams in Europe. Now it’s finally 
happened, perhaps because I am 
nearing the end of my contract. It 
was the right time to come back 
and now I have to enjoy it to the 
max. It’s an honour to return to this 
club. It has always had a place in 
my heart. It is one of the strongest 


SPAIN LaLiga i: 


GD Pts 


Pa Wipe Fara 
1 Atlético Madrid 2218 3 1 «56 14 
2 Barcelona wo 8 2 88) iG 
3 Real Madrid (EW Ss 2 Gi) 22 
4 Athletic Club 2213 4 5 42 28 
5 Villarreal CP WB Ce Le 
6 Real Sociedad 2210 6 6 42 34 
7 Sevilla (wD U 7 2h oy 
8 Valencia PR ch i) Sil ay 
9 Levante er U ce gy 
10 Espanyol 22a Omen O MONRO. 
11 Celta de Vigo PR Ce il By ey 
12 Getafe 227 4 Ai; 22) 34 
13 Malaga PERT 6 i) 22 2s) 
14 Elche POT (4h) Yu) ee 
15 Granada (RT Bs WD Ay) 2) 
16 Osasuna 226 4 12 19 37 
17 Almeria 226 4 12 22 4 
18 Real Valladolid 22 4 8 10 24 37 
19 Rayo Vallecano 22 5 2 15 21 51 
20 Real Betis 220 oe On 4e 20 en 47, 


teams in Europe and more accus- 
tomed to playing at this level, but 
still doing the things we did when I 
was here before: hard work, stick- 
ing to the basics and taking every 
match as it comes”. 

The mind games have begun, with 
Real Madrid Coach Carlo Ancelot- 
ti claiming that Atleti Coach Diego 
Simeone himself could not believe 
that bookies have not yet made his 
team favourites to win La Liga, 
Simeone had this response; 

“Our style is to keep quiet and keep 
working, and they won’t make me 
believe what I don’t want to. If we 
look back on the last decade, in the 
end the team in third place is trail- 
ing behind by 15, 20 or 30 points. 


Last5games 
Most recent first 

WWDDW 
LWDDW 
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DWWWL 
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+42 57 
+43 54 
+39 54 
+14 43 
+19 40 
+8 «36 
+4 31 
4 28 
8 28 
4 26 
6 2 
12 25 
7 24 
-12 24 
9 24 
-18 22 
-19 22 
-13° 20 
-30 17 
-27 14 


Real Madrid has arguments to be 
the favourite, although that doesn’t 
mean that that is for how it plays. 
When we last faced Real Madrid 
the team had played very few 
games with its new manager. Since 
then it has grown and in January 
has pulled back a lot of points. It 
has found a 4-3-3 system that gives 
it a lot of power on the counter- 
attack, with very fast forwards. 
The reality is that they have a great 
team and we are competing well.” 
Atletico Madrid made this official 
statement on the passing of 75 year 
Luis Aragones; 

“One of the greatest Rojiblancas 
legends has left us. There have 
been condolences from around the 


Latest Results Next Match 


Granada 1 - 2 Celta de Vigo 
Barcelona 2 - 3 Valencia 
Levante 0 - 0 Rayo Vallecano 
Getafe 0 - 0 Real Valladolid 
Malaga 3 - 2 Sevilla 

Elche 1 - 0 Almeria 

Real Betis 2 - 0 Espanyol 
Atlét Madrid 4 - 0 R Sociedad 
Athletic Club 1 - 1 Real Madrid 
Villarreal 3 - 1 Osasuna 


Espanyol v Granada 
Valencia v Real Betis 

R Vallecano v Malaga 
Real Madrid v Villarreal 
Almeria v Atlético Madrid 
Osasuna v Getafe 

Real Valladolid v Elche 
R Sociedad v Levante 
Sevilla v Barcelona 
Celta Vigo v Athletic Club 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Reigning La Liga Champions Barcelona 
will travel to Andalusia to tackle Seville, 
Fox Sports 1 will broadcast this match 
Live Monday February 10, 2014, 6.55am 
AEST. 


La Liga Leaders Atletico Madrid will 
travel to Almeria on the Southern 
Spanish Coast, Fox Sports 1 will have 
a delayed broadcast of this match on 
Monday February 10, 2014, 12pm AEST. 


Valladolid will host a relegation 6-pointer 
against Elche, Fox Sports 1 will have 
a delayed broadcast of this match on 
Monday February 9, 2014, 1pm AEST. 


footballing world. Our president, 
Enrique Cerezo, expressed his sor- 
row saying: ‘Luis Aragones was a 
great player and coach, but above 
all a great person and a friend. On 
behalf of the whole club, I want 
to express our condolences to his 
family’. 
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Last5games i 
P WDLEA GD Pts MSH Peso P WODHLF A GD Pts Most recent first P WODHLEA GD Pts Frets aan , 
{DinamoZagred 19 13 4 2 35 13 422 43 WWDWW Gene Seeds 0 OU lee eee 
; : 2 Aberdeen 24143 7 «35 22 +13 45 DLWWW 1 Partizan 15 10 3 2 28 12 +16 33 WWWWL 
2 Hajduk Split 2010 8 2 35 18 +17 38 DDDDW 3 Motherwell 3142 7 «234 «30 44 44 DLWWW 2CrvenaZvezda 15 10 2 3 30 15 +15 32 WWWWW 
Hearne - i 4 : i : ee - RE 4InvermessCT 22 11 4 7 29 21 48 37 LWDLL 3 Jagodina 188 3 4 19 12 +7 27 WWWLW 
5 Split Mo 7 8 Bl pe  S) LpwaD 5Dundee United 249 8 7 40 28 +12 35 DLDDL 4 Radnicki Nis 16 6 3 16 10 +6 24 LWLWW 
Ve 6 St. Johnstone 239 5 9 31 26 +5 32 WDWLL 5 Vojvodina 156 6 3 20 17 +3 24 LWLDD 
Shek Oc oy ef BA WOWEE 7 Hibernian 247 7 10 21 27 6 28 LLLDW 6 Novi Pazar 157 3 5 18 16 +2 24 WLDWW 
7 Slaven Koprivnica 20 3 9 8 23 27 -4 18 DDDDL 8 Kilmarnock %7 5 13 30 41-11 26 DLWDL 7 Gukariéki 156 4 5 14 13 +1 «#22 LLDWL 
8 Zadar 04 5 1 15 93-418 17 LDLDL 9 St. Mirren 56 6 13004 «At AT 24 LLDWL 8 Spartak Subotica 15 6 3 6 12 19 -7 21 DLWLW 
we 11 Partick Thistle 25 4 10 11 22 39 -17 22 DDLDD 10OFKBeogad 155 2 8 17 24 7 17 DLLWW 
12HeartofMidlo... 255 5 15 22 44 -22 5 WWODLL 11 Vozdovac Wea a y ie de =) We WILLIE 
12RadnickiKragu... 15 4 4 7 15 21 -6 16 LWDLD 
13SlobodaUzice 15 4 4 7 13 19 -6 16 WLLWL 
14 Javor lvanjica 10s) 868) (64 19) 5515) DIEDIDIE 
15 Donji Srem 153 5 7 15 19 -4 14 DWWLL 
16RadBeograd 153 2 10 6 18 -12 11 DLLLW 
Bundesliga Super Lig 
P WODLF A GD Pts wooden fst P WDLEA GD Pts Mostresonirst LastSgames 
{Bayern Minchen 19 17 2 0 51 9 +42 53 WWWWW 1 Ajax 20134 3 43 17 +26 43 WWWWW PW DL F A GD Pts Most recent frst 
2Bayer Leverkusen 19 13 1 5 36 20 +16 40 WLLLW 2 Vitesse 20125 3 45 26 +19 41 DWDWW 1 Fenerbahce 19 14 2 46 22 +24 44 LWWLW 
3Borussia Dortmund 19 11 3 5 42 23 +19 36 WDLDL 3 Twente 1910 7 2 44 19 +25 37 WOWWW 2 Galatasaray 19 10 7 34.17 «+17 37: WDWWD 
4 Schalke 04 19 10 4 5 37 29 +8 34 WWDWL 4 Feyenoord 20113 6 43 29 +14 36 LWWWW 3 Besiktas 189 6 33 20) +13 33: WDLWD 
5BorussiaM'gla... 19 10 3 6 36 24 +12 33 LLDDW 5 Heerenveen 28 6 6 45 37 +8 30 LDWWL 4 Sivasspor 19 10 2 34. 26 «+8 «32: LWWLW 
6 Wolfsburg 199 3 7 30 24 +6 30 LLDWW 6 PSV 208 5 7 36 26 +10 29 WLWWL 5 Eskigehirspor 19 9 3 25 19 +6 30 WLLWD 
7 Mainz 05 199 3 7 29 32 -3 30 WWWDD 7 Groningen 197 7 5 37 33 +4 28 DWLLD 6 Kasimpasa 18 8 6 30 20 +10 30 DDLDD 
8 Hertha BSC 198 4 7 28 24 +4 28 LLWWW BAZ 20:8 3 8 32 34 <2 OF LWILL 7 Karabkspor 19 8 6 20 18 +2 30 WDLWW 
9 Augsburg 198 4 7 2 28 -2 28 WDDWW 9 PEC Zwolle WO ah CE) pap te) py WRUTILILTL 8 Trabzonspor 19 8 5 26 22 +4 29 DDWLD 
10Hannover96 = 19 7 «3 «9 )=«(29 83-4 24) ~WWLDL 10 Heracles 27 4 9 2 3 -7 2 WLDWW QAkhisarBeledi... 19 8 4 25 24 «+1 «28 ~WLWWL 
11 Hoffenheim 195 6 8 39 42 -3 21 WLLDW 11 Utrecht 207 3 10 28 40 -12 24 LLLLW 10 Bursaspor 197 6 22 26 -4 27 LWDWD 
12WerderBremen 195 5 9 23 40 -17 20 LDWLL 12GoAheadEagles 206 5 9 29 44 -15 23 LLWLW 11 Gaziantepspor 19 7 4 23° 31-8 «625 WDDLW 
13 Stuttgart 195 4 10 32 37 - 19 LLLLW 13 Cambuur 206 4 10 21 27 6 22 WWLLD 12Gen¢lerbirigi 19 7 3 22 24 -2 24 LWWWD 
14 EintrachtFran... 19 4 6 9 21 34 -13 18 LWDWL 14 NAC Breda 26 4 10 30 37 -7 22 LLWLL 13 Konyaspor 197 2 10 2 28 -2 23 WLWDL 
15 Nunberg 192 1 6 24 34 -10 17 WWDDD 15 Roda JC 205 7 8 33 43 -10 22 WDLLL 14 Antalyaspor 195 6 2325 « -20 21 LWLLL 
16 Freiburg 194 5 10 19 35 -16 17 LWWLL 16ADODenHaag 206 2 12 25 45 -20 20 WLLLW 15 Rizespor 1994 5 10 19 28 -9 17 DLLDL 
17HamburgerSV 19 4 4 11 33 44 -11 16 LLLLL 17 RKC Waalwijk 204 7 9 27 37 -10 19 LDDWD 16 Elazigspor 195 1 13 22 43 -21 16 LWWLW 
18 EintrachtBrau... 19 3 3 13 11 34 -23 12 LDWLL 18 NEC 24 7 9 33 51 -18 19 DWLWL 17 Kayserispor 192 7 10 13 31 -18 13 DLLDD 
PW DL FA cD pis Lestoammsy PWODLFA GD Pts __,astogames P WODLF A GD Pts __,partigames., 
(Leicester City 29 21 3 5 52 28 +24 6 WWWWW 1 Brentford 2919 6 4 51 27 +24 68 DWWDW 1 Chesterfield 2915 9 5 47 26 +21 54 WWWDL 
2 Queens ParkRa... 28 16 8 4 36 20 +16 56 DWWWW 2Wolverhampton... 29 18 7 4 49 20 +29 61 WWWWL 2 Scunthorpe United 29 13 12 4 41 27 +14 51 DDDDW 
3 Burley 28 14 11 3 «42 23 +19 53 DDDWW 3 Leyton Orien 28 18 6 4 59 26 +33 60 LWWWW 3OxfordUnited 29 13 11 5 39 23 +16 50 DWDWW 
4DerbyCounty 29 15 7 7 57 40 +17 52 DWDWL 4PrestonNorthEnd 28 14 10 4 38 27 +11 52 WDDLW 4FleetwoodTown 28 15 3 10 45 33 +12 48 LDWWW 
5 Nottingham Forest 28 13 11 4 46 29 +17 50 WWWDD 5 Rotherham United 29 14 9 6 51 38 +13 51 WWDWW 5 Southend United 28 13 8 7 35 23 +12 47 DDWDW 
6 Reading 2913 8 8 47 33 +14 47 WWLWW 6 Walsall 29 12 10 7 36 26 +10 46 DWDWD 6 Rochdale 2145 9 43 34 +49 47 LDWWL 
7 Ipswich Town 2911 10 8 41 32 +9 43 WDWLL 7 Peterborough U... 28 14 3 11 48 40 +8 45 LWWLL 7 Burton Albion 28 13 8 7 32 28 +4 #47 DLDWD 
8Blackbum Rovers 29 11 9 9 37 35 +2 42 WDDLW 8 Swindon Tow 29 12 5 12 46 39 47 41 LDWLL 8NewportCounty 26 10 9 Kiko OT 
QBrighton&Hov... 28 10 10 8 30 25 +5 40 LDLWD 9 Port Vale 2712 3 «12 39 «42 «#=-3) «39 LWLLW 9 Dagenham &Red...29 10 9 10 37 36 +1 39 WDDLL 
10 WiganAthletic 27 11 7 9 30 27 +3 40 WDLWW 10 Coventry Ci 28 13 8 7 57 48 +9 37 WLDDW 10AFC Wimbledon 29 10 8 11 32 33 -1 38 LWWDL 
11 Leeds United 28 11 6 11 41 37 +4 39 WDLLL 11 Milton Keynes Dons28 10 6 12 41 42 -1 36 LLLDW 11 Morecambe 28 10 8 10 33 37 -4 38 DDDLL 
12Middlesbrough 299 11 9 41 35 +6 38 DDLWW 12 Gillingham 30 10 5 15 40 52 -12 35 LWLWL 12 PlymouthArgyle 289 9 10 25 31 -6 36 DDLDW 
13 Watford 278 10 9 40 35 +5 34 WLDLD 13 Bradford Ci 287 13 8 38 34 +4 34 LDDDL 13 York City 30.8 11 11 34 37) 3) «635 ~WLLDW 
14 Huddersfield Town 28 9 7 12 37 38 -1 34 LLLWL 14 Colchester United 26 8 10 8 35 34 +1 34 WWDLW 14 Cheltenham Town 28 8 11 35 39 -4 35 DDLLL 
15AFC Bournemouth28 9 7 12 34 47 -13 34 LWDLD 15 Oldham Athletic 299 6 14 33 41 -8 33 WLWLL 15 Hartlepool United 29 9 8 12 30 35 -5 35 DLWLL 
16 Blackpool ae © (PP Bp Ai alt 2) LLDLL 16CrawleyTown 25 7 10 8 29 34 -5 31 DDWLW 16 Exeter City 3 7 (2 2 a7 2) @ DLL 
17 Sheffield Wedn... 27 6 12 9 34 34 +0 30 WDDWW 17 Tranmere Rovers 29 8 7 14 32 50 -18 31 WLWLD 17 Bury 287 11 10 32 35 -3 32 DWDLW 
18 Birmingham City 28 7 9 12 34 37 -3 30 DLLLD 18 Carlisle United 28 8 6 14 32 49 -17 30 LWLLL 18 Accrington Stanley27 8 8 11 32 38 -6 32 WWDLD 
19DoncasterRovers29 7 8 14 26 44 -18 29 DWDWL 19CreweAlexanda 29 8 6 15 30 54 ~-24 30 WLWLL 19 Portsmouth 28 AN 11 33425-9132) EW DIDID 
20 Bolton Wanderers 28 6 10 12 32 45 -13 28 LLLDD 20 Bristol City 295 12 12 41 48 -7 27 LWLLD 20MansfieldTown 29 7 11 11 30 39 -9 32 DDDLW 
24 Millwall 286 8 14 28 54 -26 26 LDWLL 21 Shrewsbury Town 29 6 9 14 28 39 -11 27 DLLLL 21BristolRovers 28 7 9 12 26 31 -5 30 LLWDW 
22 Charlton Athletic 27 5 9 13 23 36 -13 24 LLLDD 22 Notts Coun 308 3 19 37 50 -13 27 LLLWW 22 Wycombe Wandere287 8 13 32 38 -6 29 LLDLD 
23 Barnsley 274 9 14 25 45 -20 21 LDWDL 23 Sheffield United 27 6 8 13 26 38 -12 26 LDLLW 23 Torquay United 28 7 8 13 28 41 -13 29 WLWDL 
24 Yeovil Town 275 5 17 24 44 -20 20 LLWLL 24 Stevenage 77 4 #16 27 45 -18 25 WLWLL 24NorthamptonTown275 8 14 21 37 -16 23 DLLWD 


PW ODLFA 
1 Olympiakos Piraeus22 20 2 0 63 7 
2 PAOK 2215 3 4 42 21 
3 Atromitos 2212 7 3 33 16 
4 Panathinaikos 2212 4 6 34 19 
5Asteras Tripolis 22 10 9 3 32 18 
6 Panthrakikos 228 7 7 30 32 
7 Panaitolikos 228 6 8 24 20 
8 OFI 26 9 7 #19 23 
9 Xanthi 227 5 10 28 34 
10 Kalloni 228 2 12 22 39 
11PASGiannina = 22 8 2 12 23 33 
12 Ergotelis 2265 9 8 22 27 
13 Panionios 226 6 10 19 26 
14 Levadiakos 227 2 13 24 41 
15 Platanias 2265 7 10 20 31 
16ApollonSmimis 22 5 6 11 26 36 
17 Veria 24 7 1 «+19 37 
18 Aris 222 7 13 19 39 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


AFC Bournemouth 0 - 1 Leicester City 
Doncaster Rovers 0 - 0 Middlesbrough 
Leeds United 5 - 1 Huddersfield Town 
Millwall 0 - 3 Reading 

Ipswich Town 1 - 0 Bolton Wanderers 
Wigan Athletic 2 - 1 Charlton Athletic 
Blackburn Rovers 2 - 0 Blackpool 
Birmingham City 3 - 3 Derby County 
Sheffield Wedn... 1 - 0 Barnsley 
Watford 2 - 0 Brighton & Hov... 


ENG Forest 3 - 1 Yeovil Town 


Wolverhampton ... 2 - 0 Bradford City 
Swindon Town 0 - 1 Oldham Athletic 

Bristol City 2 - 1 Carlisle United 

Milton Keynes Dons 0 - 1 Tranmere Rovers 
Gillingham 3 - 2 Port Vale 

Crewe Alexandra 3 - 0 Sheffield United 
Shrewsbury Town 1 - 1 Brentford 
Peterborough U... PSTP Colchester United 
Preston North End 2 - 0 Notts County 
Coventry City PSTP Walsall 

Rotherham United 2 - 1 Leyton Orient 
Crawley Town PSTP Stevenage 
Stevenage 3 - 1 Gillingham 

Bristol City 1 - 2 Coventry City 


Southend United 0 - 0 Newport County 
Accrington Stanley SUSP Morecambe 
Bury 1 - 0 Wycombe Wanderers 
Chesterfield 3 - 1 Bristol Rovers 
Cheltenham Town 1 - 1 Northampton Town 
Plymouth Argyle 1 - 1 Mansfield Town 
Portsmouth 0 - 1 Torquay United 

Burton Albion 1 - 1 Exeter City 

Rochdale 0 - 1 Dagenham & Red... 
Oxford United 2 - 1 AFC Wimbledon 
Fleetwood Town 1 - 2 York City 
Hartlepool United 0 - 0 Scunthorpe United 
Bury 1 - 1 Oxford United 


D e a 


Lorient 2 - 2 Monaco 

Bastia 3 - 2 Guingamp 

Evian TG 1 - 1 Ajaccio 

Reims 2 - 4 Montpellier 
Saint-Etienne 3 - 0 Valenciennes 
Sochaux 1 - 0 Nantes 

Nice 1 - 0 Lille 

Rennes 2 - 0 Olympique Lyonnais 
Olympique Mars... 2 - 2 Toulouse 


Eintracht Brau... 1 - 2 Borussia Dortmund 
Schalke 04 2 - 1 Wolfsburg 

Bayer Leverkusen 2 - 1 Stuttgart 
Hoffenheim 3 - 0 Hamburger SV 

Mainz 05 2 - 0 Freiburg 

Augsburg 3 - 1 Werder Bremen 
Hannover 96 3 - 1 Borussia M’gla... 
Hertha BSC 1 - 3 Nirnberg 


- Minchen 5 - 0 Eintracht Fran... 


PAS Giannina 2 - 1 Levadiakos 

Aris 1 - 1 Xanthi 

OFI 1 - 1 Panathinaikos 

Olympiakos Piraeus 2 - 1 Panaitolikos 
Kalloni 0 - 2 Asteras Tripolis 

Apollon Smirnis 2 - 3 Atromitos 

Veria 0 - 0 Panthrakikos 

Panionios 0 - 1 Ergotelis 

Platanias 2 - 1 PAOK 


Feyenoord 1 - 1 Vitesse 
Heerenveen 3 - 0 ADO Den Haag 
PEC Zwolle 3 - 1 Roda JC 
Heracles 1 - 2 NAC Breda 

AZ 2 - 0 Groningen 

Utrecht 1 - 1 Ajax 


Last5games 
Om a WY fe) 1G te AN a) Ta yee 

+56 62 WWWDW 1 PSG 23:16 6 1 54 15 +39 54 WDWWD 1 Benfica 17 
+21 48 LWLWW 2 Monaco 2314 7 2 38 16 +22 49 DWWDL 2 Sporting CP 17 
H7 43 WWDDW 3 Lille es 2302 eno One 24 doe O41 en DLL) 3 Porto 17 
15 40 DWWWL 4 Saint-Etienne 23 12 4 7 33 22 +11 40 WLWDW 4 Nacional 17 
14 39 WDWWW 5 Olympique Mars... 23 10 6 7 33 26 +7 36 DWLWD § Estoril ee 17 
2 31 DWLWW 6 Olympique Lyonnais239 7 7 35 29 +6 34 LWWWD 6 Vitoria Guimaraes 17 
+4 30 LWWLW 7 Bordeaux 239 7 YF 29 2 +4 34 LWLED 7 Sporting Braga 17 
4 227 DDWLD 8 Nantes 23103 #10 24 23 +1 33 LDLWL 8 Academica aA 
26 DLDLL &) Reims 238 9 6 27 28 -1 33 LDLWW 9 Rio Ave 17 
A726 LDWWL 10 Lorient 23 ON ON Oech cet Ino2. DI DIWVILD) 10 Maritimo 17 
10 26 WLLLL 1 Bastia OB EY ht) ah Se) elo ATTE TO) IE "1 Gil Vicente 17 
5 24 WLDLL 12 Nice 239 3 #11 #22 28 -6 30 WLWDW 12 Vitoria Setubal = 17 
7 24 LLWLD 13 Toulouse 22a er Ota OMe COMNE-ONen OO md EVID IVY: 13 Arouca 17 
AT 23° LWLWL 14 Montpellier 23.5 12 6 28 28 +0 27 WWWDD 14 Belenenses 17 
1. 22 WLLLD 15 Rennes 236 9 98 25° 25) +0) 27 WDIDIDIE 15 Olhanense ; 16 
40 21 LDLWW 16 Guingamp PI BG BR ma B43 (LID) /L I} 16 Pagos de Ferreira 16 
48 19 DLLWD 17 Evian TG Py if th Pl ey ii ze [DLT 

20 13 DLDLL 18 Valenciennes 234 6 13 22 36 -14 18 LLDWW 

19 Sochaux 233 6 14 17 #44 «-27 15 WDLLW 
20 Ajaccio 231 8 14 16 40 -24 11 DDLLL 


Twente 3 - 1 Cambuur 
NEC 1 - 1 Go Ahead Eagles 
RKC Waalwijk 2 - 0 PSV 


PORTUGAL 


Estoril 1 - 1 Arouca 

Maritimo 1 - 0 Porto 

Vitoria Setubal 2 - 0 Rio Ave 

Gil Vicente 1 - 1 Benfica 
Belenenses 2 - 1 Sporting Braga 
Sporting CP 0 - 0 Académica 
Vitoria Guimaraes 1 - 2 Nacional 


Aberdeen PSTP Celtic 

Inverness CT PSTP Hibernian 
Kilmarnock 2 - 2 Ross County 
Partick Thistle 1 - 1 Dundee United 
St. Johnstone PSTP Motherwell 
Celtic 1 - 0 St. Mirren 


Besiktas 3 - 2 Kayseri Erciye... 
Kayserispor 0 - 0 Kasimpasa 
Antalyaspor 0 - 1 Gaziantepspor 
Eskisehirspor 2 - 1 Fenerbahce 
Karabikspor 3 - 1 Elazigspor 
Akhisar Beledi... 3 - 1 Genclerbirligi 
Konyaspor 3 - 0 Sivasspor 
Galatasaray 6 - 0 Bursaspor 
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W DL F A GD Pts 
32 13 «+19 40 DWWWW 
35 10 +25 38 DWDDW 
32 12 +20 36 LWLWW 


25 18 +7 28 WDWDW 
26 19 +7 27 DDDDW 
18 15 +3 26 LWLWW 
22 20 +2 23 LDWDW 
12 20 -8 22 DWWLD 
13 18 4-5 21 LWDDL 

25 30 -5 20 WLDDD 


14 22 - «619 DLLLL 
19 28 -8 #19 WLLLL 
15 22 -7 16 DLWWL 


10620 9 «$15 WLLDL 
10 25 -15 12 LWLLL 
13. 30) «-17 10 DLDLL 


Rizespor 0 - 0 Trabzonspo 


FA Cup 5th Round Draw 


Sat 15/02/14 
Sunderland v Southampton 


Sun 16/02/14 

Cardiff City v Wigan Athletic 
Sheffield Wedn... v Charlton Athletic 
Manchester City v Chelsea 


Mon 17/02/14 

Everton v Swansea City 

Sheffield United v Nottingham Forest 
Arsenal v Liverpool 


Tue 18/02/14 
Brighton & Hov... v Hull City r 


Last5games 
Most recent first 
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HNL @eomQSCOTLAND SPL SQYSERBIA SuperLiga 


Last5games 


One Game At A Time 


France 


Toulouse v Saint-Etienne 
Olympique Mars... v Bastia 
Ajaccio v Rennes 
Guingamp v Reims 

Lille v Sochaux 

Montpellier v Evian TG 
Valenciennes v Nice 
Nantes v Olympique Lyonnais 
Bordeaux v Lorient 
Monaco v PSG 

Toulouse v Bastia 


Borussia M’gla... v Bayer Leverkusen 
Wolfsburg v Mainz 05 

Werder Bremen v Borussia Dortmund 
Nurnberg v Bayern Munchen 
Freiburg v Hoffenheim 

Eintracht Fran... v Eintracht Brau... 


Hamburger SV v Hertha BSC. 

Stuttgart v Augsburg 

Schalke 04 v Hannover 96 

Istra 1961 v Dinamo Zagreb League 

Zadar v Osijek pesres 

Rijeka v Dinamo Zagreb rane 

Split v Hajduk Split © 

Hrvatski Drago... vistra 1961 2014 due 
to winter 


Lokomotiva v Slaven Koprivnica re 


Sr 
fo} 
» 


Radnicki Kragu v Radnicki Nis League 
Novi Pazar v Partizan resumes 
Cukaricki v Rad Beograd Saturday 


Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice 23rd Feb 


Vozdovac v OFK Beograd 2014 due 
Donji Srem v Vojvodina to winter 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor Ivanjica —_ break 


Napredak v Jagodina 


English Championship 


Yeovil Town v Leeds United 

Blackpool v Nottingham Forest 

Bolton Wanderers v AFC Bournemouth 
Barnsley v Ipswich Town 

Huddersfield Town v Wigan Athletic 
Charlton Athletic v Birmingham City 
Burnley v Millwallo 

Reading v Sheffield Wedn... 

Brighton & Hov... v Doncaster Rovers 
Middlesbrough v Blackburn Rovers 
Leicester City v Watford 

Derby County v Queens Park Ra... 


English League One 


Wolverhampton ... v Bradford City 
Swindon Town v Oldham Athletic 
Bristol City v Carlisle United 

Milton Keynes Dons v Tranmere Rovers 
Gillingham v Port Vale 

Crewe Alexandra v Sheffield United 
Shrewsbury Town v Brentford 
Peterborough U... v Colchester United 
Preston North End v Notts County 
Coventry City v Walsall 

Rotherham United v Leyton Orient 
Crawley Town v Stevenage 


English League Two 


Newport County v Fleetwood Town 
Mansfield Town v Southend United 
Dagenham & Red... v Hartlepool United 
Torquay United v Bury 

Exeter City v Portsmouth 

York City v Cheltenham Town 

Bristol Rovers v Oxford United 

Wycombe Wanderers v Accrington Stanley 
Morecambe v Burton Albion 
Scunthorpe United v Chesterfield 
AFC Wimbledon v Rochdale 
Northampton Town v Plymouth Argyle 


St. Mirren v Aberdeen 

Dundee United v Kilmarnock 
Hibernian v Ross County 
Inverness CT v Heart of Midlo... 
Motherwell v Partick Thistle 
Celtic v St. Johnstone 


Xanthi v PAS Giannina 

Ergotelis v Veria 

Atromitos v Kalloni 

Levadiakos v Apollon Smirnis. 
Panthrakikos v Platanias 
Olympiakos Piraeus v Panionios 
Asteras Tripolis v Panathinaikos 
PAOK v OFI 

Panaitolikos v Aris 


Gaziantepspor v Besiktas 
Kasimpaga v Konyaspor 
Kayseri Erciye... v Rizespor 
Galatasaray v Eskisehirspor 
Elazigspor v Kayserispor 
Sivasspor v Fenerbahce 
Trabzonspor v Akhisar Beledi... 
Bursaspor v Antalyaspor 
Genglerbirligi v Karablikspor 


Utrecht v PEC Zwolle 
Ajax v Groningen 
Vitesse v ADO Den Haag 
PSV v Twente 

NAC Breda v Roda JC 
Go Ahead Eagles v AZ 
Feyenoord v NEC 
Heracles v Cambuur 


Portugal 


Pagos de Ferreira v Olhanense 
Nacional v Belenenses 

Vitoria Setubal v Vitoria Guimaraes 
Rio Ave v Arouca 

Olhanense v Maritimo 

Benfica v Sporting CP 

Porto v Pagos de Ferreira 

Sporting Braga v Gil Vicente 
Académica v Estoril 


www.goalweekly.com 
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TECHNICAL SPORTSWEAR 


AS MONACO, ‘HAJDUK SPLIT , CRYSTAL PALACE PERTH GLORY SSC NAPOLI SS LAZIO ASTON VILLA. LEEDS UTD 


GEAR UP YOUR CLUB AND BECOME PROUD MEMBERS OF ouR 
INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL FAMILY 


FOR FURTHER INFO CONTACT 


sales@macron.com.au - 1300 725 364 
32/170 Forster Road, Mt Waverley - VICTORIA 


Lyca mobile 
Call the world forless 


This season, get closer to your friends & family with Lycamobile 


oie. Cay, 


om 


~ — | 


with any recharge 


(No flagfall) / 

RY International i National Calls 3 ‘ 

Cf A Calls from ja for mn 

/ LP ) . (Landline j 

z oa eee SSS o—oaoaoanm=m=—=—=—=™=—|] ; = 

1300 854 607 
Recharge here ile Australia & Lycamobile USA, Austria, Italy are valid until 31/1/14. 
> | = EO Rier cons. er Ef | _— LL. =| = 
Ei aera Lead mobile 
Call the world forless 
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